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PREFACE, 

By a lady. 

Written in 1724. 

IWas going, like common editors, to 
advertife. the reader, of the beauties 
and excellencies of the work laid before 
him, to tell him that the illuftrious author 
had opportunities, that other travellers, 
whatever their quality or curiofity may 
have been, cannot obtain ; and a genius ca- 
pable of making the beft improvements of 
every opportunity. But if the reader after 
peruling one letter only, has not difcernment 
to diftinguifli that natural elegance, that 
delicacy of fentiment and obfervation, that 
cafy gracefulnefs, and lovely fimplicity 
(^hich is the perfeftion of writing) and in 
^hich thefe Letter exceed all that has ap- 
peai-ed in, this kind, or almoft in any other, 
let him lay" the book down and leave it to 
thofe who have.. 

The noble author had the goodnefs to 
IcDd iz?^ icr MS. lo fatisfy my cvx^q^w^/vcw 
A 2 
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iv. PREFACE. 

fome enqumes I had" made concerning 
travels ; and, when I had it in my ha 
hpw was it poffible to part with it ? I i 
had the vanity to hope I might acquaint 
publick, that it owed thi$ iavaluable i 
fure to my importunities. But alas ! 
moft ingenious author has . condemned 
obfcurity during her life ;' and conviftio: 
well as djcference, obliges me to yield to 
^ teafons. However, if thefe Letters zp 
hereafter, when I . am in my grave, let 
attend them, in teftimdny to • pofterity, 
among her contcmporat-ies, one woma 
leaftj was juft to her merit, 

Ti^ERE is not any thing fo excel 
but fome will carp at it ; and the rai 
i: , , becaufe of its excellency. But to fuch 
percriticks I Iball only fay 
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I coNFESSj r am malicious enoug' 
defire, that the world Ihould fee, to 
much better purpofe the Ladies ti 
than their LaRM } and that, whilft 
ftirfeited with Male-travels^ alt in the : 
rone, and fluffed with the fame trifles ; 
dy has the ikill to. ftrikc out a new j 
and to embellifh a worn- out fubjedl witl 
rietf of frcfli and ekgaBX cu^ixsiuis 



PREFACE. T 

For, bcfides the vivacity and fpirit which- 
enliven every part, aad that inimitable 
beauty which fpreads through the whole ; 
befidcs the purity of the ftyle, ibr which 
iimay be Juftly aecoujued the ftandard of 
Ac Englim tongue ; ^e reader will find 
a more true and accurate, account of the 
cuftoms and manners of the feveral nations, 
vjith whom this lady converfcd, than he 
cania any other author. But as her lady- 
fiup's penetration difcovers the.inmofl: fol- 
lies of the heart, fo the candour of her 
temper paffed over them with an air of 
pity rather than reproach ; treating with. 
the politcnefs of a court, and the gentlc- 
pefs of a hdy, what the fevcrity of her 
judgement could not but condemn. 

In ftiort let her own fex at leaft, do her 
juftice, lay afide diabolical Envy, and its 
Brother Malice*, with all their accurfcd 
company, fly whifpering, cruel backbiting, 
fpiteful detraftion, and the reft of that 
ludeous crew, which I hope, arc falsly 
faid to attead the Tea-Table^ being more 
apt to . think they frequent thofe places 
where virtuous women never come. Let 
the men malign one another, if they 

• This fair and elt^ant prcfaccr ha« rtfolvcd, that Malice, 
Ihould be of the MafcuHnc Gcudcr ; \ \>e\\<iNii \\. v?»\iON\x MaJ- 
cu/inesLnd Feminint^ aiid I heartily vr\fti iX. vi^tt: Neuter i 



think fiti and ftrive to -poll Advm inerit 
when they cahnot eq\3fal'it. Let ns be 
better batUrtdj tfean to give wajr to a»y 
liftkina Sir difi^eftfiilJthotighr of fo bright 
iiijornamint td-oiii* fex, mbrely becaufe 
fete has Bett€fr fenfe ; fori doubt not but 
our hearts^ Will td! u§, that this is the real 
and unpardonable" offence, whatever may 
be pretended* Let us be better Chriftians^ 
than to look upon her with an evil eye, 
only- becaufe the Giver of all good gifts 
has ihtr'ufted and adorned her with the 
mpf! excellent talfents. Rather let us free- 
ly own the fuperiority of this fublime 
genius, as I do in the fincerity of my foul, 
pleafed that ^'u^oman triunnphs, and proud 
to follow in • her train. Let us offer her 
the palm which is fo'juftly her due; and 
if wc pretend to any laurels, lay them 
willingly at her jfcet. 

December 18,. TVyT A 

1724.. . ^^^' ^' 

CharmM into love of what obfcurcs my fame 

If I had Wit, I'd celebrate her name, ' 

And all the beauties of her mind proclaim ; 

Till Malice, deafened with the mighty found. 

It's ill conceited calumnies confound ; 
Zft fall the rmfkt and with pale Envy meetj 
'b a/k and find their pardon.at Yver fccU 
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PREFACE- vii 

You fee. Madam, how I lay every thing 
at your feet. As the tautology (hews the 
poverty of my genius, it likewife (hews 
the extent of your empire over my ima- 
jginatioiu 



M17, 13. 1715. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
OF THE 

EDITOfR-. 



THE Editor of thefe Letters, who dii- 
ring his refidcnce at Venice, was ho- 
noured with the eftc?em and friendfliip of 
their ingenious and elegant author, prefcnts 
them to the public, for th^ two following 
rcafons : 

First, Becaufe it was the manifeft in- 
tention of the late Lady M — y W y 

M — i— ^e, that this select collection 
of her Letters fliould be communicated to 
the pubhc ; an intention declared not only 
to the 'Editor, but to a few more chofcn 
friends, to whom (he gave copies of thefe 
incomparable Letters. 

The fecond and principal reafon that has 
engaged the Editor to let this cojleftion fee 
the light, is that the publication of thefe 
Letters will be an immortal monument to 
the memory of Lady M y W- ^ \ 



ADVERTISEMENT. 

and will fhew as long as the Englifh lan- 
guage endures, the fprightlinefs of her wit, 
the folidity of her judgement, the extent 
of her knowledge,, tne elegance of her taftc 
and the excellence of her real charafter. 

The select collection, here publiih- 
cd, was faithfully tranfcribed from the ori- 
ginal manufcript of her ladyfhip at Venice. 

The Letters from Ratijbon^ Vienna^ Dref- 
ien^ Peterwaradin^ Belgrade^ Adrianople^ 
Con/iantinople^ Pera^ Tunisj Genodj Lyonsy 
and Paris^ are certainly, the moft curious 
and intereiting part of this publication, and 
both in poiflt of matter ^nd'/brm^ are to 
fay no more of them, Angularly wonhy of 
the curiofity and attention of all men oftq^e, 
and even of aH' women of fajhion. As ta 
thofe female readers, who read for improve- 
ment, and think their beauty an infipid 
thing, if it is not feafoned by intelleftual 
charms, they will find in thefe Letters what 
they feek for, and will behold in their au- . 
thor, an ornament and model to their fex^ 



LETTER I. 

To the Countcfs of 



- Rotterdam^ Aug. 3. O. S. 17 16. 

1 FLATTER myfelf, aear filler, that J (liall 
give you fome plcafure in letting you kinjw 
that I have fafely pafl'ed tlie fea, tliou;yh v.\' 
lud the ill fortune of a ftorm. Wc wore pei - 
iuaded by tlie captain of the yacht to fet out in 
a calm, and he pretended there was ncthinf^ lb 
eafy as to tide it over; but, after two days (low- 
ly moving, the wind blew fo harj, that none of 
the failors could keep their feet, and wc were nil 
Sunday night tofled very handfomcly. I never 
faw a man more frighted than the captain. For 
ffiny partj I have been fo lucky, neitlicr to futlcr 
^tftfromfear nor fea-ficknefs ; thoui:?., 1 confcfs, I 
Aras fo impatient to fee myiclf once more upon 
dry land, that T would no: Itay till the yr.oht 
could get to Rotterdam, but went in tlic lon^ 
boat to Helvoetflup, where we had voituics ti» 
carry us to Briel. I- was charmed with the iicii- 
nefs of that little town ; but my arrivid at Rot- 
terdam, prcfentcd me a new fcenc ol plcifint. 
All the llretts r.rc paved Vv'Ith broad fiOiiCM 
and before many of the meancil artificers tioc^-^: 
are placed fcatG of various coloured marMcs, fo 
neatly kept^ that, I :u\\ix(: ycu, I vv A\tcvi -i^Uw*.^^ 
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all over the town ytAerd^Lj, incognito, in my flip- 
pers, without receiving one fpot of dirt ; and 
you may fee the Dutch maids waihing the pave- 
ment of the ftreet, with more application #than 
oi^rs do our bed-chambers. The town feems fo 
full of people, with fuchbufy faces, all in motion, 
that I can hardly fancy it is not*fome celebrated 
fair : but I fee it is every day the fame. Tis 

^ certain no town can be more advantageoufly fi- 
tuated for commerce. Here are feven large ca- 
nals, on which the merchant fhips come up to 
the very doors of their houfes. The ftiops and 
warehoufes are of a furprifing ncatncfs and mag- 
nificence, filled with an incredible quantity of 
fine merchandize, and fo much cheaper than 
what we fee in England, that I have much ado 
to perfuade myfelf I am ilill fo near it. Here is 
neither dirt nor beggary to be feen. One is not 
fhocked with thofe loathfome cripples, fo com- 
mon in London, nor teazed with the importu- 
nity of idle fellows and wenches, that choofe to 
be nafty and lazy. The common fervants, and 
little fliop-women, here, are more nicely clean^ 
than moft of our ladies •, and the great variety !^ 
of neat drefles ( every woman dreiling her head 
after her own faftiion ) is an additional pleafurc 
in feeing the town. You fee, hitherto, I make 
no complaints, dear fifter 5 and, if I continue to 
like travelling, as well as I do at prefent, I 
fhall not repent my projeft. It will go a great 
way in making me fatisfied with it, if it affords 
me an opportunity of entertaining you. But it 
is not from Holland, that you may expe£l a 

^uJ/fferested offer. I can write enough in the 
fiyle o/iJot^rdam, to teU you "jVululy^ in one 
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word) that I expefl returns of all the London 
news. Yon fee I have already kamt to make a 
good bargain, and that it is not for nothing I 
will fo much as tell you, I am your afiedlionatc 

fiftcr. 
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To Mrs. S- 



HagtUy AxL^. ^. O. S. 1716.. 

I MAKE hafte to tell you, dear Madam, that, 
after all the dreadful fatigues you threatened 
me with, I am hitherto very well pleafed with 
my journey. We take care to make fuch fhort 
ilages every day, that I rather fancy myfelf upon 
parties of pleafure, than upon the road \ and 
fure nothing can be more agreeable than travel- 
ling in Holland. The whole country appears a 
large garden ; the roads are well paved, fhided 
on each fide with rows of trees,, and bordered 
with large canals, full of boats, pafling and re- 
pafling. Every twenty paces gives you the prof- 
peft of fome villa, and every four hours t}ii:t 
of a large town, fo furprifmgly neat, I am fart' 
you would be charmed with them. The placr 
lam now at, is certainly oneof the fineft villages 
ill the world. Here are feveral fquarcs finely 
built, and, ( what I think a particular beauty ) 
^e whole fct xrirh thick large trees. Ttv^.V^auv- 
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hout \sy at the fame time, the Hyde-park and 
Mall of the people of quality ; for they take the 
air in it both on foot and in coaches. There arc 
fhops for waters,^ cool liquors, &c. — I have been 
to fee fcveral of the moft celebrated gardens, but 
I will not teaze you with their defcriptions. I 
dare fwear you think my letter already long e- 
nough. But Imuft not conclude without beg- 
ging your pardon, for not obeying your com- 
mands, in fending the lace you ordered me. 
Upon my word, I can yet find none, that is not 
dearer than you may buy it at London. If you 
want any India goods, here are great variety of " 
pennyworths ; and I ftiall follow your orders: 
with great pleafure and exaftnefs ; being 
D.eap Madam, &<:. &c. 



LETTER IIL 
To Mrs. S. C. 
NimegueHy Aug. 13.. O. S. 171& 

I AM extremely forry,. my dear S. that your 
fears of difobliging your relations, and theif 
fears for your health and fafety, have hindered 
me from enjoying the happinefs of your compar 
ny, and you the pleafure of a diverting journey* 
I receive fome degree of mortification from e- 
very agreeable novelty, or pleafing profpeft, by 
thereAe£iion of your having fo unluckily miffed 
^/ic delight which I know it:\vou\4 lv;x\e ^iven 



jou. If you were with mcin this town, you \vo\\l\ 
K ready to cxpeA to receive vifitsfrom your Not- 
iix^ham friends. No two places were ever more 
nfembKng ; one has but to give tlie Maefe the 
name of the Trent, and there is no diftinguifhiii:^ 
the profpeft. The houfes, like thofe of Notiing- 
kun, are built one above another, and are inter- 
mixed in thefame manner with trees and ganlen*?. 
The tower they call Julius Cefar's has the Umc 
fitnadon with Nottingham caftle *, and I c.^^n(^t 
kelp fancying, I fee from it the Trentficid, Ati- 
bouhon, places fo wellknown to uJi. Tis true, th- 
fortifications make a confiderable d ifFere nee. A 1 1 
thcleamed in the art of war, beftow great com- 
mendations on them 5 for my part, that know no- 
thing of the matter, I ihall content myfelf witli 
tilling you, 'tis a vef y pretty walk on ihe ramparts, 
on which there is a tower, very defervedly called 
thcBelvidera, where people goto drink cofree,teii, 
&c. and enjoy one of the fineft profpefbs in the 
world. The public walks have no great beauty, 
hut the thick (hade of the trees, which is fo- 
Icmnly delightful. But I muil not forget to take 
notice of the bridge, which appeared very fur- 
prifing to me. It is large enough to hold hun- 
dreds of men, with horfes and carriages. They 
give the value of an Engliih two-pence to get 
wpon it, and then away they go, bridge and ail, 
to the other fide of the river, with fo flow a n:o- 
tion, one is hardly fenfible of any at all. I was 
yefterday at the French church, and ftarcd very 
much at their manner of fervice. The pp.i foii 
clapped on a broad-brimmed hat in the firit place, 
which gave him entirely tlie air of ^ohat d'y ccii 
^^'fVj j'jj BardioJemew fair, which \\e kc^l 'v\\jM 
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extraordinary antic geftures, antl preacHing much ' 
fuch (luff as the other talked to the puppets ;' 
however, the congregation feemed to- receive it 
withgreat devotion.; and I was informed by fomc 
of his flock,, thflt he is a iperfon of particular 
fame amongil them; ^ I believcj by this timcj 
you are as^ much tired with my account of him, 
as I was with his fermon.j but I am fure your 
brother will excufe a digr^flion in favour ot the - 
church of England^ You know fpeaking dif*- 
refpeclfuUy of the Calvinifts^ is the fame thing 
as fpeaking honourably of the church. Adieu 
my dear S } always remember me ; and be. 
affurcd I. can never, forget you, &c. &c. 



LETTER IV. 

To the Lady 



^Cblogfiy Aug. 16.. Q. S. 1 7 16. 

TF my lady could have any notions of the 

-*- fatii^ues I have fuffefed thefc two lad days, 
lam fure (he would own it a great proof of' 
regard, that I now fit down to write to her; — 
Wc hired horfes from Nimeguen hither, not 
having the conveniency of the poft, and found 
but very indifferent accommodations at Rcin- 
berg, our iirft ftage ; but it was nothing to what 
) fin}'ercd yefberflay. We^ vt-ere in hopes to 
■ -ich Cologn 5 our horfes tixcd at Stamel, three 
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Bouts from it, where I was forced to pafs the 
niglit ill my clothes^ in a rooniy not at ail better 
than a hovel ; for though I have my bed with 
me, I had no mind to undrefs, where the wind 
came from a thoufand places. We left this 
^etchqd lodging at dayi-break, and. about fix, 
Ais mornings came fafeherc, where I got imme- 
diately into bed. I flept fo well for three hours, 
Aat I found myfeif pcrfe£Uy recovered, and 
have had fpirits enough to go and fee all that 
is curious iu.the town, that is to fay, the churchesj 
for here is nothing elfc worth feeing. This is a 
very large town, but the moft part of it is old 
; buih. Thejcfuits church, which is the ncatcft, 
was (howed me in a very complaifact manner, 
by a handfomc young Jcfuit ; who, not know- 
ing who I was, took a liberty in his compliments 
and railleries, which very much diverted me. — 
Having never before feen any thing of thit na- 
ture, I could not enough admire the magnificence 
of the altars, the rich images of the faints ( all 
mafly filver ) ^nd the enchajfures of the relicks ; 
though I could no: help murmuring, in my heart, 
at the profufion of pearls, diamonds, and rubies, 
beftowed on the adornment of rotten tcetli, and 
dirty fags. I own that I had wickednefs enough 
to covet St. Urfula's pearl necklace \ though 
perhaps this was no wickednefs at all, an imnjijc 
not being certainly one's neighbour J but I wtiit 
yet farther, and wifhed the wench hei ielf con- 
certed into dreffing plate. I fhouUl alfo ghully ice 
converted into filver, a great St. Chrillopher, 
v/hich I imagine would look very well in a cif- 
tcrn. Thefe were my pious rcfleftionb : thouLi^h 
J was very well /atisficd ' to fee, pikA vi^ *:o *\\c 
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honour of our nation^ the ikulls of the elevetn' 
thoufand virgins^ I have feen fome hundreds oF 
relicks here of no lefs confequence ; but I will 
not imitate the common ftyle of travellers fo fiar^ . 
as to give you a lift, of them, being perfuaded - 
that you have no manner of curiofity for the ti^ 
ties given to jaw-bones and bits of worm-^atea^ 
wood. — Adieu : lamjuft going to fupper, where 
I (hall drink your health in an admirable fort o£^ 
Lorrain wine, which lam fure is the fame yoa- 
call Burgundy in. London, &c. &c. 



LETTER V: 

To the Countefs of B- 



Ntirembergy Aug. 22. O. S. 1716.- 

AFrER five days travelling poft, I could 
not fit down to write on any other occa- 
fion, than to tell my dear Lady, that I have not 
forgot her obliging command, of fending her 
fome account of my travels. I have already paf- 
fed a large part of Germany,, have feen all that is 
remarkable in Cologn, Frankfort, Wurtfburg, and 
this place, ^is impoffible not to obferve the 
difference between the free towns, and thofe un- 
der the government of abfolute princes, as all tlie 
Jj'ttlc fovercjgns of Germanyaie* In thefitft^there 
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J appears an air of commerce and plenty. The 
ftreets are well built, and full of people, neatly 
! and plainly dreflfed. The (hops arc loadcil with 
I merchandize, and the commonalty arc clean and 
I cheerful. In the other, you fee a fort of ihabby 
finery, a number of dirty people of quality taw- 
dcred out ; narrow, nafty (trects out of repair, 
wretchedly thin of inhabitants, and above h^iif 
of the conmon fort afking alms. I cannot help 
fancjring the one under the figure of a clean Dutch 
citizen's wife, and the other like a poor town la- 
dy of pleafure, painted and ribboned oat in her 
head-drefs, with tarnilhed filvcr-laced (hoes, a 
ragged under petticoat, a mifcrable mixture of 
vice and poverty. — ^Thcy have fumptuary laws in 
this town, which dillinguifh their rank by their 
drefs, prevent the excefs which ruins fo many 
other cities, and has a more agreeable cffocl to 
the eye of a ftranger, than our fadiions. I need 
not be aihamed to own, that I wifli thefe laws 
were in force in other parts of the* world. When 
one confiders impartially, the merit of a rich 
fuit of clothes in mod places, the refpecl and the 
frailes of favour it procures, not to fpeak of the 
envy and the fighs it occafions, (which is very 
often the principal charm to the wearer), one h: 
forced to confefs, that there is need of an un- 
common underflianding, to refifl: the temptation 
of pleafing friends, and mortifying rivals j and 
^hat it is natural to young people to fall into a 
folljr, which betrays them into a wtmt of money, 
which is the fource of a thoufand bafenefles. 
^Vhat numbers of men have begun the world 
with generous inclinations, that have afj-crwards 
^v/; t/ie wllrumcuts of bringing rcvvfe\N[ ^t\.'\ 
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wHole people, being led by vaift cxpencc, ifli 
debts that they could clear no other way, but I 
Ac forfeit of their bonoury and which th< 
never could have contra£led, if the refpeft tl 
multitude pays to habits^ was fixed by la^ 
only to a particular colour or cut'ofjplain cloth 
Thefe reflcftions draw after them others th; 
are too melancholy. Lwill make hafte to pi 
them out of your head, by the farce of relick 
with which I hafve been entertained in^all R< 
mifli churches.. 

The Lutherans are not quite free from the: 
follies. I have feeh here, iri tfie principal ehurcl 
a large piece of: the crofiftt in jeweU, and'tl 
point of the fpear which they toM me very graV< 
ly, was the fame that pierced the fide of o\ 
. Saviour. But I was particularly diverted in 
little Roman Catholick church which is pe 
mitted here, where the profeffersof thatr^iligic 
are not very rich and confequetifly cannotadoi 
their images in fo rich a rtianner as their neigl 
hours. For, not to be quite deftitute of a 
finery, they have drefledup an image of oi 
Saviour over the altar, in a fair full-bottomc 
wig, very well powdered. I imagine I fee yoi 
ladyftiip flare at this article,. of which you vei 
much doubt the veracity ; but, upon my wor< 
I have not yet made ufe of the privilege of a tr; 
veller; and my whole account is written wit 
the fame plain fincerity of heart, with whic 
I aflure you that I am, dear Madam, you 
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iETTER VI. 
To Mw. P— 



RatiJkoM^ Aug. 30. O. S. l^\6. 

HAD the pIcafuTC of recdving yours but a 
lav before I left London. I gire you a thou* 
tnanks for your good wiihesi and have fuch 
pinion of their efficacy, that I am perfuad- 
I owe in part to them, the good luck of 
Ag proceeded fo far in my long journey with- 
iny ill accident. For I don't reckon it any, 
ive been (lopped a few days in this' town by 
d, Gnce it has not only given me an oppor- 
ty of feeing ail that is curious in it, but of 
ing feme acquaintance with the ladies, who 
; all been to fee me with great civility, par- 

arly Madame ^ the wife of our Icing's 

>y from Hanover. She has carried me to 
le affemblies, and I have been magnificently 
rtained at her houfe, which is one of the 
I here. Tou know that all the nobilifiy of 
place are envoys from different ttates. Here 
I great number of them ; and they might 
the time agreeable enough, if they were lefs 
:ate on the point of ceremony. But, inftead 
>ining in the defign in making the town as 
fant to one another as they can, and improv- 
:heir little focieties, they amufe themfelvcs 
other way, than with perpetual quarrels. 
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which they take care to eterniae, bjr leaving them 
to their fuccelTors ; and an envoy to Ratifboa 
receives, regularly half a dozen quarrels, among^ 
the perquifites of his employment. You maybe 
fare the ladies are not wanting pn their fide, in 
cherifliing and improving thefe important //^r//^/, 
which divide the town into as many parties, as 
there are families. They choofe rather to fuffer 
the mortification of fitting almoft alone on their 
afiembly nights, than to recede one jot frona 
their pretenfions. I have not been here above 
a week, and yet I have heard from almoft every- 
one of them the whole hiftoryof their wrongs, 
and dreadful complaints of the injufticeof their 
neighbours, in hopes to draw me to their party. 
But I think it very prudent to remain neuter, 
though, if I was to ftay among them, there 
would be no poffibility of continuing fo, their 
quarrels running fo high, that they will not be 
civil to thofe that vifit their adverfaries. The 
foundation of thefe everlafling difputcs, turns 
entirely upon rank, place, and the title of Excel- 
lency, which they all pretend to, and, what 
is very hard, will give it to nobody. For my 
part, I could not forbear advifing them, (for 
the publick good) to give the title of Excel- 
lency to every body ; but the very mention of 
fuch a difhonourable peace, was received M^ith 
as much indignation, as Mrs. Blackairc did the 
motion of a reference. And, indeed, I begjm 
to think myfelf ill-natured, to offer to take from 
them, in a town wliere there are fo few diverfions, 
fo entertaining an amufement. I know that my 
penceMe difpofiiion already gives me a very ill 
££-uj'c, iind that 'tis/>///^/uiivNv\u("^cted as a picQC 
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of impertinent pride in me, that I have hitherto 
j bccnfaucily civil to every body, as if I tliought 
I nobody good enough to quarrel with. I ftiould 
J be obliged to diange mj 'beliaviour, if I did not 
I intend to purfue my journey in a few days. I 
' have been to fee the churches here, and had the 
permiiCon of touching th« rdicks, which was 
never fufFered in places where I was not known. 
I had, by this'privilege, the opportunity of making 
an obfervation, which I doubt not, might have 
been made in all the other churches, that tlic 
emeralds and rubies which they fliow round their 
relicks and images, are molt of them f jHc ; 
though they tell you, that many of the CroJ/ls 
and Madofiasy fet round with thefe Hones, have 
been the gifts of -emperors, and other great 
princes. I don't doubt,i indee<l, but they were 
at firit jewels of value ; but the good f.ithers 
have found it convenient to iipply them to other 
fifes, and the people are jull irs well fatisficd 
with bits of glafs amongfl tiiefe relicks. They 
ftowed me a prodigious claw fet in gold, v.Lich 
they called the claw of a grifFm •, and I could not 
forbear alking the reverend prieft that fnowed it. 
Whether the grilEn was ;i fnint ? The queiiion 
almoft put him befide hia gravity •, but lie an- 
swered they only kept it as a curiofity. 1 wl>s 
very much fcandalized at a large lilver irr.at^e cji 
Ae Trinity^ where the Father is rcprcfcnlcd u]> 
^erthe figure of a de-crcpit old man, with a beard 
down to his knees, aixl triple crown upon his 
head, holdirrg in his arms the Sc///, fixed on the 
(Jrofs, and the Holy Gkost^ in the ihape of a dove, 

Covering m-er him. Madiin ■ is come 

^h'fs mlmitc: to caII mc to the ;iLVci\\\>\v, ^xi^ '^ox^^^ 
C 
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me to tell you, very abruptly, that I am ever 
your, isfc* (fc. 



LETTER VIL 
To the Couatefs of — 



Vienna^ Sept. 8. O. S. 1716. 

I AM now my dear fitter, fafely arrived at 
Vienna, and, I thank God, have not at all 
fufFered in my health, nor (what is dearer to 
me) in that of my child, by all our fatigues. 
We travelled by water from Ratifbon, a journey 
perfectly agreeable down the Danube, in one 
of thofc little veffels, that they, very properly 
call wooden houfes, having in them all the con- 
veniencics of a palace, ftoves in the chambersy 
kitchens, Isfc, They are rowed by twelve 
men each, and move with fuch incredible fwift- 
nefs, that in the fame day you have the pleafure 
of a vaft variety of profpefts, and, widiin the 
fpace of a few hours, you have the pleafure [of 
feeing a populous city adorned with magnificent 
palaces, and the moft romantick folitudes, which 
appear diftant from the commerce of mankind, 
the banks of the Danube being charmingly diver- 
fified with woods, rocks, mountains covered with 
vines, Selds of corn, large cities, and ruins of 
ancient caftles. I faw the gte^t to^tv^^t ^aJau 
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and LintZy famous for the retreat of the imperial 
coorti when Vienna was befieged* This town> 
which has the honour of being the emperor's 
refidence^ did not at all anfwer my cxpe£lat]on, 
nor ideas of it, being much lefs than 1 expeftcd 
to find It J the ftreets are very clofe, and fo 
nanow^ one cannot oBferve the fine fronts of the 
palaces, though many of them very well de- 
fervc obfervation, being truly magnificent. They 
are built of fine white ftone, and are exceffivc 
high. For, as the town is too little for the num- 
ber of people that defire to live in it, the builders 
feem to have projeflcd to repair that misfortune, 
by clapping one town on the top of another, 
moft of the houfes being of five, and forae of 
them fix ftories. You may eafily imagine, that 
the ftreets being fo narrow, the rooms are ex- 
tremely dark, and, what is an inconveniency 
much more intolerable, in my opinion, there is 
no houfe has fo few as five or fix families in it. 
The apartments of the greateft ladies, and even 
of the miiiiftersof ftate^ are divided, but by a 
partition, from tliat of a taylor or fliocmaker ; and 
I Jcnow no body that has above two fiOors in 
any houfe, one for their own ufe, and one 
higher for their fer\'anis. Thofe that have hcufes 
of their own, let out the reft cf them to who- 
c>^er will take them ; and thus the great flairs, 
(which are all of ftone) are as common and as 
dirty as the ftreet. TTis true, when you have once 
travelled through them, nothing can be more fur- 
prizingly magnificent than the apartments. They 
are commonly zfuste of eight or ten large rooms, 
all inlaid, the doors and windows ricW'^ c^icN^d 
indgih, and the furniture, fuclx ^s \s fc\^Gto. 
C 2 
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feen in the palaces of fovereign princes in otKer 
countries. Their apartments are adorned with, 
hangings of the fineft tape dry of Bruflels, pro^- 
digious large Iboking-glafTes in Giver frame 8,finc. 
japan tables, beds, chairs, canopies and win-i 
dow curtains of the richeft Genoa damaflc or veU 
vet, almoft covered with gold lace or embroidery. 
All this is made gay by piftures, and vaft jars of 
Japan china, and large luftres of rock chryftal*. 
I have already had the honour of being invited to 
dinner by feveral of the firft people of quality |, 
and I mull do them the juftice to fay, the good. 
tafte and magnificence of their tables, very well 
anfwered to that of their furniture. I have been 
more than once entertained with fifty diihcs of 
meat, all ftrved in filver,. and well dpefled ; the 
defert proportionable, ferved in the fineft china* 
But the variety and richnefs of their wines, is 
what appears the moft fiirprizing* The conftant 
way is, to lay a lift of their name's upon the plates 
of the guefts, along with the napkins \ and I have 
counted feveral times to the number of eighteen 
different forts, all exquifite in their kinds. I was 
yefterday at Count Schoonbourn the vice-chan- 
cellor's garden, where I was invited to dinner. I 
muft own, I never faw a place fo perfedlly. delight- 
ful as the Fauxbourg of Vienna. It is very large, 
and almoft wholly compofed of delicious palaces. 
If the emperor found it proper to permit the gates 
of the town to be laid operv, that the Fauxbourg 
might be joined to it, he wouM have one of the 
largeft and beft built cities in Europe. . Count 
Schoonbourn's villa is one of the moft magnifi- 
cent ; the furniture all rich brocades, fo well 
fancied and fitted up, notliii^j c^iiv looVmoitc ^a^ 
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and fplendid ; not to fpeak of a gallery, full of 
rarities of coral, mother of pearl, and, Uirough* 
out the whole houfe, a prof uiion of diding, carv- 
ing, fine paintings, the moil beautiful porcckin, 
ftatues of abbafter and ivory, and vail orange 
and lemon trees in gilt pots. The dinner was 
perfectly fine and well ordered, and made (till 
more agreeable by the good humour of the count. 
I have not yet been at court, being forced to (lay 
for my gown, without which, there is no wait- 
ing on the emprefs ; though I am not without 
great impatience to fee a beauty that has been the 
admiration of fo many different nations. When 
I have had that honour, I will not fail to let you 
know my real thoughts, always t^ing a parti- 
cular pleafure in communicating them to my dear 
£fter. 



LETTER Vin. 
To Mr. P 

Viennay Sept. 14. O. S. 

PERHAPS you'll laugh at me for thank- 
ing you very gravely for all tlie obliging con- 
cern you exprefs for me. 'TIS certain that I may, 
if I pleafe, take the fine things you fay to me 
for wit and raillery, and, it may be, it would be 
tiking thejoa right. But I never, in my life, was 
hjalf jfo. well difppfed to take you in earneft, as I 
am^atprefcnt; and that diftancc which makes 
tb^^condhuntion o/your fnendftup \m^xOQ'5!^\<:'i 
C3 
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has very much incrcafed my faith in it. T finct 
that I have (as well as the reft, of my fex) what- 
ever face I fet on't, a ftrong difpolition to believe 
in miracles.. Don't ifancy however,, that I am 
infefted by the air of thcfe Popifh countries : I 
have, indeed, fo far wandered from the difcipline 
of the church of England, as to have been laft 
Sunday at the opera^ which was performed in the 
garden of the Favorita ; and I was fo much pleaf-^ 
ed with it,, I have not yet repented my feeing it- 
Nothing of that kind ever was more magnificent ;, 
and T can eafily believe what I am told, that the 
decorations and » habits coft the Emperor thirty 
thoufand pounds Sterling. The fta'ge was hnili 
over a very liarge canal, and, at the beginning of 
the fccond aft, divided into two parts, difcover— 
ing the water, on which there immediately came,, 
from diiFercnt parts^ two fleets of little gilded 
vefTels, that gave the reprefentation of a naval 
fight. It is not cafy to imagine the beauty of 
this fcene, which I took particular notice of. But 
all the reft were perfe£lly fine in their kind. The 
ftory of the opera is the inchantment of Alcina,, 
which gives opportunities for great variety of 
machines, and changes of the fcenes, which are 
performed with a furprifing fwiftncfs. The 
theatre is fo large, that it is hard to carry the eye 
to the end of it, and the habits in the utmoft 
in.ignificence to the number of one hundred and 
c'glit. No houfe could hold fuch large dcco- 
v-ations : but the ladies all fitting in the open air, 
expofL's them to great inconveniencies , for there 
)s but one canopy for the imperial family ; and 
the iirft niorht it was reprcionted, a fliower of 
r:i/n hjppcn:n*^y the opcrd was b^^oke otV^ and the 
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company crowded away in fuch confufioiii that I 

was alxnoll fqueezcd to deatli. ^But if their 

operas are thus delightful, their comedies are in 
;^s high a degree ridiculous.. They have but one 
play-houfe, where I had the curiofity to go to a 
German comedy, and was very gjad it happened 
to be the flrory of Amphitrion. As that fubject 
has been already handled by a Latin, French, and 
Engliih poet,. I was curious to fee what an Au- 
Itfian author would make of it. I undcriland 
enough of that language to comprehend the great- 
eft part of it J and befides, I took with me a lady 
that had the goodncfs to explain.to me every word. 
The way is, to take a box, which holds four, for 
yourfelf and company. The fixed price is a gold 
ducat. I thought thc-houfe very low and dark ; 
but I confefs, the comedy admirably recompcnfcd 
thatdefe£l. I never laughed fo much in my life. 
It began with Jupiter's falling in love out of a 
peep-hole in tlieclouds, and ended with the birth 
of Hercules. But what was moll pleaf;int, was 
the ufe Jupiter made of his metamorphofis ; for 
you no fooner faw him under the figure of Am- 
phitrion, but, inilead of flying to Alcmena wlih 
the raptures Mr. Dryden puts into his mouth, he 
fends for Amphitrion's taylor, and cheats him 
of a laced coat, and his banker of a bag of money, 
a Jew of a diamond ring, and befpeaks a great 
f^pper in his name ; and the greatelt part of the 
comedy turns upon poor Amphitrion's being tor- 
Diented by thefe people for their debts. Mercury 
^fcs Sofia in the fame manner. But I could not 
€afily pardon the liberty the poet has taken, of 
brding his play with not only indecent cxpref- 
^ousjhut fuch grof$ words. ;as 1 dov\\ \ii\\\V. CkW^ 
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mob would fuffcr from a mountebank. BeCdes, 
the two Sofias very fairly let down their breeches 
in the direft view of the boxes, which were full 
of people of the firft rank, that feemed very well 
pleafed with their entertainment, and afTured mc, 
this was a celebrated piece. I (hall conclude my 
letter with this remarkable relation, very well 
worthy the ferious confideration of Mr. CoUier* 
1 won't trouble you with farewel compliments, 
which I think generally as impertinent, as cour- 
tefies at leaving the room, when the vi&t had been 
too long already. 



L E T T E R IX. 

To the Countcfs of . 

F/>«/w,Sept« 14. O. S» 

THOUGH I have fo lately troubled you, 
my dear fifter, with a long letter, yet I vidll 
keep my promife in giving you an account of my 
firft going to court. In order to that ceremony, 
I was fqucezed up in a gown, and adorned with 
a gorget and the other implements thereunto be- 
longing ; a drefs very inconvenient, but which 
certainly fhows the neck and fhape to great ad- 
vantage. I cannot forbear giving you fome de- 
fer Jptiovi of ,jthc falhions; herCj, .which are more 
rnbnltrbusj^ and contrary tp ajlfiommon fenfe and 
reafon than 'ti& poflible for you to. iniagine.r-»r* 
Th^y tuUJd certain fabri^ks;0f gauze, on their 
beads, about a yardhighj cOTi&&.\tv^ of three ot 
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four ftoixcs, fortified with numbcrlefs yards of 
heavy ribbon. The foundation of this ilruclarc 
is a thing they call a jBw/r/r, which is exactly of 
the fame (hape and kind, but about four times as 
big as thcfe rolls our prudent milk-maids make 
ufeofto fix their pails upon. This machine they 
cover with their own hair, which they mix wiili 
a great deal of falfe, it being a particular beauty 
to have their heads too large to go into a mode- 
rate tub. Their hair is prodigioufly powdered, to 
conceal the mixture, and fet out with three or 
four rows of bodkins, (wonderfully large, that 
(lick out two or three inches from their hnir) 
made of diamonds, pearls, red, green, and yel- 
low ftones, that it certainly requires as much art 
and experience to carry the load upright, as to 
dance upon May-day with the garland. Their 
vhalebone petticoats out do ours by feveral yards 
circumference,, and cover fome acres of ground. 
You may eafily fuppofe how this extraordinary 
drefs fets off and improves the natural ugllnefs 
with which God Almighty has been pleafcd to 
endow them, generally fpeaking. Even the lovely 
Emprefs herfclf is obliged to comply, in fome de- 
gree, with thefe abfurd fafliions, which they 
would not quit for all the world. I had a private 
audience (according to ceremony) of half an 
hour, and all the other ladies were permitted 
to come and make their court. I was perfcNflly 
charmed with the Emprefs ; I cannot however tell 
you that her features are regular ; her eyes arc 
not large, but have a lively look full of fweetnefs ; 
bar complexion the finelt I ever faw, her note 
and forehead well made, but her mouth has ten 
thoufund, chaiJiiB tlut touch the foul. ^K\\^\\ ^^P- 
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fmiles His with a beauty and fweetncfs, that forcei 
adoration. She has a Taft quantity of fine faii 

hair i but then her perfon ! <)nc muft fpeak oi 

it poetica}Iy to do it rigid juftice ; al> that thi 
poets have faid of the mien of Juno, the air od 
Venus, come not up to the truth. The Graces 
move with her 5 the famous ftatue of Medicis wa< 
not formed with more dcKcate proportions ; noi 
thing can be added to the beauty of her ned 
and hands. Till I faw them I did not beiievt 
there were any in nature fo perfeft, and I was al- 
moft forry that my rank here did not permit mt 
to kifs them ; but they are k^fTed fuflfciently, foi 
every body that waits on her, pays that homage 
at their entrance, and when tbe)^ take leave.— 
When the ladies were come in, ihe fat down tc 
Ouinze. I could not play at a game I had nevei 
feen before, and fhe ordered me a feat at hq 
right hand, and had the goodnefs to talk to m« 
very much, with that grace fo natural to her. 1 
cxpefted every moment, when the men were tc 
come in to pay their court ; but this drawing- 
room is very different from that of England 5 nc 
man enters it but the grand-mafter, who come 
in to advertife the Emprefs of the approach of th< 
Emperor. His imperial majefty did me tlie ho- 
nour of fpeaking to me in a very obliging man. 
ner; but he never fpeaks to any of the other la- 
dies •, and the whole pafles with a gravity and aii 
of ceremony that has fomething very formal ir 
it. The emprefs Amelia, dowager of the lat< 
emperor Jofeph, came^this evening to wait on tht 
reigning emprefs, followed; by the two arch* 
dutcheheshex daughters, who are very agreeabh 
young princcfl'es. Their im^w-aX Taa^y^\^^ \^^ 



of theiirit quality. They have no fala- 
thdr chamber at court| where they live 
brt of confinement, not being fuffered 
x> the aflemblies or public places in town 
in compliment to the wedding of a 
maidy whom the emprefs always pre- 
nth her picture fet in diamonds. 
iree firft of them, are called Ladies of the 
od wear gold keys by their fides ; but what 
moft pleafant, is the cuftom, which 
\ them, as long as they live, after they 
it the emprefs's fervice, to make her fome 
t every year on the day of her feaft. Her 
y is ferved by no married women but tlie 
mattrejfe^ who is generally a widow of the 
lality, always very old, and is at the fame 
room of the dole, and mother of the maids, 
xeflers are not at all in tlie figure they 
d to In England, bein? looked uoon no 
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^iktstOfgdiiA oolotnfe-$ but ihe 'harfeff 1(iev<V 
'tjuita ber moiiniing | mi fore xiochiiig.caii 4Hf 
mofc difionalthan -tAe mournh]^ ^eiti^'-^veii'fbSFjl 
Ibtotfaer. There is n^ the leaft hit ^ Jhu^r^ ' 
be fecn ; aU blaek €«ape kiflsead >f - iti"^-! 
neMc^-ear^ 2hei4 Gdeiof thefiMce am 
41 ^l^feed ]^<^ of the fame fi^t'AiM^^;'! 
fiurt peeps <mt in'the -^mdft of k^ leidib|-aa't 
^^rtrt pilloried. . The 'widows wcttt^ crrcr' 
4tb(We, a crape.fbxehestd etoth^ and In tl^fol 
weed5go.t6 all the ptAdiclc.pIaices'ttf iHt^. 
trtthbut fcrtq^. The nekt day I -^k^ixb ^ 
<m the craiprcTs Amdia,- •wfca is 'rfo^- ati". 
palace of retiremeit, half 41 ihile ^oiii^je^ to^ 
f had there the pleafere- rf feeiiig a ^i^ 
^oHy new to' tne, Iwt. which is ifce eefmn 
attiufement of this court. The cihprdH hc^» 
fdf was fcatcd on a. little thnme; at Ac eiid''i^ 
ihc fine alley m the garden, and or cadi trir ^ 
her were ranged two parties c5f her laxlfies Bl 
wfjtiality; headed by two yoniig archdiitchefles^ 'flf 
dreflfed in their hair full of jewels, with fine li^ 
.guns in their hands ; and at proper diftances wert 
placed three oval piftures, which were the marb 
to be fliot at. The firft was that of CupiDi 
filling a bumper of Burgundy-.and the mottOb 
^Tis &ttfy' ta be vaiiarrt herp. Thcfecond a For* 
TUNE holding a garland in her hand, the mottoj 
For bertvhorn fortune favours. The third was * 
Sword with a laurel wreath on the point 
the motto, Here is no Jhame to he vanquipjcd,—'^^^ 
Near the em^prefs was a gilded trophy wreathes 
with flowers, and made of little crooks, on whicf 
were hung rich' Turkifh handkerchiefs, tippet5. 
^ihbonsi, iaces, Cs'r; for t\ve im^W ^jtVit^* Th< 
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efs gave the firft with her own hand, which 
I fine ruby ring fet round with diamonds, 
rold fnuff-box. There was for the fecond, 
:e Cupid fet with brilliants, and beCdcs 
I a fet of £ne china for the tea table, en- 
d in gold, japan trunks, fans, and many 
itries of the fame nature. AU the men of 
ty at Vienna were fpeQators ; but the 
s only had permiffion to (hoot, and the 
iutchefs Amelia carried off the firft prize. 
s very well pleafed with having feen this 
tainment, and I do not know but it might 
: as good a figure as the prize»fliooting in 
Macid, if I could write as weU as Virgil, 
is the favourite pleafure of the emperor 
there is rarely a week without fomc featt of 
kind, which mzkcs the young ladies (kilfut 
gb t^ defend a fort. They laughed very 
b to fee me afraid to handle a gun. My 
fifter, you will eafily pardon an abrupt con- 
Dii. I believe, by this time your zvc ready 
ink I (ball never conclude at all* 



LETTER X, 
To the Lady R . 

Fiennay Sept, 20. O. S. 1716. 

VM extremely rejoiced, but not at all fur- 
prized at the long, delightful letter, you have 
D 
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had fhe goodnefs to fend me. I know that yo 
' can think of an abfent friend even in the midft o 
a court^ and you love to oblige^ where you cai 
have no view of a return ; and I expefl from yoi 
that you fliould love me^ and think of me^ wnei 
you don't Sec .me. I have compalfion for th 
mortifications that you tell me befel our Uttl 
old friend, and I pity her much more, fine 
Iluidwj thatihev are only owing to the bar 
barous cufloms or our country. Upon my word 
If fhe weie here fhe would have no other £eiu1 
but that of l)etng' fomething too young for.tb 
fafhion, and fhe has nothing elfe to do.butti 
tranfplant lierfSplfbiiher about feven years hence 
to be again a youiig and blooming beauty. ! 
can aflure you uiat wrinkles, or a fmall floop ii 
the fhoulders, nay even grey hairs, are no ob 
jeftion to the making new conquefts. I kpov 
you cannot cafily figure to yourfelf, a younj 
fellow of five and twenty, ogling my lad] 
S — fF— k with pafEon, or preffing to hand thi 

countefs of O d from an opera. But fud 

are the fights I fee every day, and I don't perceivt 
any body furprifed at them but myfelf. A wo 
man till five and thirty, is only looked upon as : 
raw girl, and can pofEbly make no noife in th< 
world, till about forty. I don't know what you 
hdyfliip may think of this matter ; but 'tis 
confiderable comfort to me, to know there is u 
pon earth fuch a paradife for old women ; an- 
I am content to be infignificant at prefcnt, v 
the defign of returning when I am fit to appea 
no where elfe. I cannot help lamenting, OJ 
this occn/ioii, the pitiful cafe of too many Engliil 
Judlcsj iong fince retiTcd to ^tiat-rj^i t^tafia 



if their ftars had luckiljr conduced hitlier, 
d {hine in the firft rank of beauties. Bt- 
, that perplexing word reputation^ has quite 
ler meaning, here than what you give it at 
Ion I. and getting a lover is fo far from lofing, 
tis properly getting reputation ; ladies being 
1 more refpefted in regard to the rank of 
lovers, than that of tlieir hufbands. 

JT what you'll think very odd, the two fefts 
divide our whole nation of petticoats, are 
ly unknown in this place. Here arc neitlier 
ettes nor prudes. . No woman dares appear 
ette enough to encourage two lovers at a 
And I have not feen any fuch prudes, as 
retend fidelity to their hufbands, who are 
inly the beft natured fet of people in the 
d, and look upon tlieir wives* gallants as 
irably,. as men do upon their deputies, that 
the troublefome part of their bufinefs oit 
hands. They have not however the Icfs 
\ on that account; for they are generally 
ties in another place themfelves; in one 
, 'tis the eftablifhed cuflom for every lady 
ive two hufbands, one that bears the name 
mother that performs the duties. And the 
gcments are fo well known, that it would 
downright' affront, and pubjickly refcnted,, 
•u invited a woman of quality to dinner, 
Dut, at the fame time- inviting her two 
dants of lover and husband, between whom 
its in flatc with great gravity. The fub- 
iages generally lall twenty years together,, 
Re lady often commands the poor lover's 
*,, even to the utter ruin of IVv^ f?LUvU^ 
D 2 
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Thefe connexions, indeed, are as fddoiti Beg 
by any real paflion, as other matches ; for am 
makes but an ill figure that is not in fome col 
merce of this nature ; and a woman looks c 
for a lover as foon as fhe*s married, as part 
her equipage, without which flic could nor 
genteel ; and the firft article of the treaty, 
cflablifhing the penfion, which remains to t 
lady, in cafe the gallant fliould prove inconftai 
This chargeable point of honour, I look up 
as the real foundation of fo many wonder 
inftances of conftancy. I really know foi 
women of the firft quality, wiiofe penfio 
are as well known as their annualrcnts, * 
yet nobody efteems them the kfs ; on the cc 
trary, their difcretion would be called in qi 
flion if they fliould be fufpefted to be miftrdE 
for nothing, A great part of their cmulatii 
confifts in trying who fliall get moft ; and h? 
ing no intrigue at all, is fo far a difgrace,. th 
ril aflure you, a lady who is very much r 
friend here told me but yefterday, how much 
was obliged to her for juftifying my condt 
in a converfation relating to me, where it "ti 
publickly afTerted, that I could not poflS 
have, common fenfe, fince I had been in tox 
above a fortnight, and had made no fteps i 
wards commencing an amour. My ftiend plea 
ed for me, that my ftay was uncertain, a: 
fhe believed that was the caufe of my feemr 
llupidity J and this was all flie could find 
fay in my juftification. But one of the pie 
fanteft adventures I ever met with in my \h 
was lad night, and it wU\ g^lvt -ai \v*. id^Jat 
what ^ delicate manner th« UlUs fuj^om 
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riianaged in this country. I was at the afTcmhly 
of the countcfs of—, and the young count 
of — : — leading me down (lairs, aikcd mc how 
long I was to flay at Vienna ? I maJe aii- 
fwer, that my flay depended on the emperor, 
and it was not in my power to detevmiiic it. 
Well, madam, (faid he) whether your time here 
is to be longer or fhorter, I think you ought to 
pafs it agreeably, and to that end you muit en- 
gage in a Utile affair cfthe heart, My heart, 

(aoiwered I gravely enough) dbes not engage 
■ very eafily, arid I have no defign of parti r.g 
\ with it. I fee, madam, (fighing) by the ill na- 

Iturc of that anfwer, I am not to hope for it, 
which is a great mortification to me that am 
\ charmed with you. But however, I aVn ilill de- 
- voted to your fervice, and fince I am not worthy 
} of entertaining you myfelf do me the honour of 
letting mc know, whom you like hell amongll 
us, and Fll engage to manage the affair entirely 
to your fatisfaftion. You may judge in wliat 
manner I fhould have received this compliment 
in my oMm country \ but I was well enougli 
acquainted with the way of this, to know 
that he really intended me an obligaticm, 
and I thanked him with a very grave courttfy, 
for his zeal to ferve me, and only afTured 
him, I had no occafion to make ufc of it. 
Thus you fee, my dear, that gallantry and ^^ood- 
breeding are as different, in different climates, as 
morality and religion. Who have the ric;Iite{t 
notions of both, we fliall never know till the <'i.y 
of judgement ; for which great day ol eclairj]^' 
^ienty I own there is very little impatience h\ 
your, fcrV". &V- 
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LETTER XT.. 

To Mr* J . 

Vienna^ Sept. afi.^O. S 



If WAS never more agreeably furpi 
X by your obliging letter. Ti&apcc* 
oTmy efteem, that I tell yom fo ; and I 
you, that if I loved you one grain, lefa 
1 fliould be very forry to fee it fo dive 
18. The mortal averfion I have to writi 
me tremble at the thoughts of a new cc 
ent \ and I believe I difobliged no lefs t 
zen of my London acquaintance, by r 
hear from them, though I did verily t 
intended to fend me very entertainir 
But I had rather lofe the pleafure of rea 
ral witty things than be forced to wi 
ftuf id ones* Yet, in fpite of tbcfe confi 
I an; charmed with the proof of your f 
and beg a continuation of the fame 
though I fear the dulnefs of this will 
immediately repent of it. It is not froi 
that one can write with vivacity, and I 
dy infefted with the phlegm of the co 
vcn theiv amours and their quarrels are < 
n/rA a furprifwg temper, andthc>f ^x^x 
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Ivbut Upon points of ceremony, Tlicre, I own, 
tliey fliow all their paflions ; and 'tis not long 
fince two coaches, meeting in a narrow ftrccr at 
night, the ladies in them nor being able to adjult 
the ceremonial of which fhould go back, fat there 
with equal gallantry till two in the morning, ant! 
>vereboth fo fully determined to die upon the fpot 
rather than yield in a point of that importaiiCL', 
that the llreet would never have been cleared till 
their deadis, if the emperor had not fent his 
guards to part them ; and even then they rcfuf- 
cd to ftir, tiU the expedient could be found out 
of taking them both out in chairs, exaftly in the 
fame moment. After the ladies were agreed, it 
waswith fomc difficulty that the pafs was decided 
between the two coachmen, no lefs tenacious of 
their rank than the ladies. This paflion is fo 
omnipotent in the breads of the women, that e- 
vcn their hufbarids never die but they ate ready 
to break their hearts becaufe that faral hour puts 
an end to their rank, no widows having any place 
at Vienna. The men are not much lefs touched 
^th this point of honour, and they do not only 
fcom to marry, but even to nrake love to any wo- 
man of a family nor as illuftrious as their own ; 
and the pedigree'is much more confidcr'd by tliem, 
than either the complexion or features of their 
niiftrefles. Happy are the (lies that can number 
amongft their anceftors, counts of the empire ; 
t^^ey liave neither occafion for beauty, money, 
^or good conduct, to get them hufbands. 'Tis 
true, as to money, it is feldom any advantage to 
the man they marry : the laws of Auflria confine 
the woman's portion to tv.o thoufund florins ( a- 
^out two hundred pounds Steiling 'j 2LXvd 'vW.- 
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ever tliey have befide remains in their own poflef*^ 
fion and difpofal. Thus». here are many ladiefr 
much richer thantheir Aufbands^ who are howe^ 
yer obliged to. allow them pin«-money agreeaUc' 
. to their quality: and I attribute to thisconfiderabbi 
branch of prero^tivCi, the liberty that they take u* 
pon other occafibns* I amfureyou, that know 
my lazinefs, and extreme Jndifierence on this fub-- 
jeci will pity me> entangled amongft all thefe ce- 
remonies, which are a wonderful burden to me^ 
diough I am the envy of the whole town^ having|, 
by their own? cuftops^.the pafs before diem aQ^ 
They indeed fo revenge^ upon the poor envoySi, 
this great reipedlihown to ambafladors, that (with 
all my indifference) I ihould be very uneafy to- 
fufier it.. Upon days of ceremony, they have nor 
entrance at court, and on other days muft con- 
tent themfelves with walking after every foul, and 
being* the very laft taken notice of. But I muft 
write a volume to let you know all the ceremon- 
ies, and I have already fald too 'much on fo 
dull a fubjeft, which however employs the whole 
care of the people here. I need not, after this,, 
tell you how agreeably time Aides away with me y 
you know as well as I do the tafte of, 

Yours, ^c\i2fc.- 



r^rmEUs. 33 



=*sa 



LETTER XIL 
To- die Lady X 

Viennay Oft. i. O- S. i^i6. 

' OU dcfirc mc madam, to fcitd you fome 
accoimts of the cuftoms here, and at the 

time a dcfcription of Vienna. I am al- 
I willing to obey your commands ; but you 

upon this occafton, take the 'v^ill for the 
. If I ihould undertake to tell you all the 
culars, m which the mantlets here difFer 

ours, I muft ^vrite a whole quire of the 
ft ftuff that ever was read, or printed witli- 
bcing read. Their drefs agrees with thfe 
ch or Englifh in no one article but wearing 
:oats. They have many fa{hi6nl3 peculiar 
lemfelves 5 they think it indecent for a 
w ever to wenr green or rofe colour, but 
le other gaycft colours at her OM-n difcretion. 
aflemblies here afe the only regular dl- 
3n, the operas being always at court, and 
nonly on fome particular occafiort. Ma- 

Raboutin has the aflembly conftantly 
r night at hcrhoufe ; and the other ladies,, 
ie\'cr they have a mind to difnlay the ma- 
cence of their apartments, or oblige a friend 
omplimenting them on the day of their 

they dcdarc that on fucli ^ A^^ >iw«v 
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afTembly (hall be at their houfe in h 
the feaft of the count or countefs- 
a one. Thefe days are called days of ( 
all the friends or relations oi the lad 
faint it isj are obliged to appear in t 
clothes, and all their jewels. The miftr 
houfe takes no particular notice; of ^ 
nor returns any body's vifit; and 
pleafes may go, without the formalit) 
. prefented. The company are entertai 
ice in feveral forms, winter and fummc 
wards they divide into feveral parties ( 
piquet, or converlation, all games o 
being forbid.. 

I SAW t'other day, the Gala/or coun 
the emperor's favourite, and never in 
faw fo many fine clothes ill-fancicc 
embroider the richeft gold (luffs, and 
.they, can make their clotlies cxpenfivc 
that is all the tafte they (how in tli. 
other days^ the general drefs is a fc 
what you pleafe under it. 

But, now I am fpeaking of Vienna, ] 
you expeft I fhculd fay fomething of 
tents; they are of all forts and Czes, 
beft pleafed with that of St. Lawrcnc 
.the eafe and neatnefs they feem to live 
pears to be much more edifying than th 
er orders, where perpetual penance and 
muft breed difcontent and wretchedne 
Euns are all of quality. I think ther 
the number of fifty. They have each ( 
JiuJe cc^i jperfeilly clean, t\ve vraXi* ol; 



mark his mouth, which had been open 
:e. Nothing can be more becoming than 
s of thefe nuns. It is a white robe, the 
>f which are turned up with fine white 
and their head-drefs the fame, excepting 
^eil of black crape that fails behind. 'They 
ower fort of ferving nuns, that wait on 
their chamber-maids. They receive all 
women, and play at ombre in their cham- 
ith permiflion of their Abbefs, which is 
y to be obtained. I never faw an old 
fo good naturecT ; (he is near four-fcore, 
ihews very little fign of decay, bc'in^ ftill 
id cheerful. She carelfed me as if I had 
r daughter, giving me fome pretty things 
wn work, and fweet-mcats in abundance, 
ite is not of the moil rigid fort ; it is not 
rd to put a head through, and I don't 
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flxowingmy Curprife at fqeing a nun. like 1 
She made me a thoufand obliging complir 
and defired me to come often. It will be ; 
finite pkafure.to me, ( faid ftie, fighing ) 
I avoids with the greateil care, feeing any < 
ibrmer acquaintance, and whenever they 
to our convent,! lock myfclf in my cell, 
fervcd tears come into her pyeis, which toi 
me extremely, and I began to talk to h 
that ftrain of tender pity (he infpired me y 
but (he would not own to me, that (he is noi 
£e£Uy happy. I have fince endeavoured to 
the real caufe of her retirement, without 
able to get any other account, but that evei 
dy was furpnfed at it, and nobody gueflec 
rcafon. I have been feveral times to fee 
but it gives me too much melancholy to : 
agreeable a young creature buried alive, 
not furprifed that nuns have fo often ini 
violent paffions ; the pity one naturally fee 
them, when they feem worthy of another de 
making an eafy way for yet more tender 
ments. I never in my life had fo little cl 
for the Roman Catholick religion, as fince 
the mifery it occafions ; fo many poor unl: 
women ! and then the grofs fuperftition c 
common people, who are fome or other of t 
day and night, offering bits of candle t 
wooden figures, that are fet up almoft in 
ftreet. The proceflions I fee very often, 
pageantry, as offenfive and apparently contr 
tory to common fenfe, as the pagods of C 
God knows whether it be the ivomanly fpii 



lETTEKSw 37 

cottttadiftion that works in me; but there ne- 
-VCT before was fuch zeal againft popery in thr 
lieart of^ 

Dear Madam £fi*r. bfc^ 



XETTER Xin. 
To Mr. 

Viennay Oft. lo. O. S. 1716 

T DESERVE not all the reproaches you make 
1 me. If I have been Ibme time without an- 
iwering jrour letter, it is not that 1 don't know 
how many thanks are due to you for it ; or tliat 
I am ftupid enough to prefer any amufcmcnts 
to the pleafure of hearing from you \ but aficr 
the profcflions of efteem you have fo obligingly 
made me, I cannot help delaying, as long as I 
can, fliowing you that you are millaken* If 
you are fincere, when you fay you expe<^l to be 
extremely entertained by my letters, I ought to be 
mortified at the difappointment that 1 am lure 
you will receive, when you hear from n.c- \ 
though I have done my bed endeavours to fmd 
out lomething worth writing to you. I have 
feen every thing that was to be feen with a very 
diligent curiofity. Here are fomc fine v'.lluj?, 
particularly the late prince of LitcheniKin's \ 
hut the Itatucs arc all modern, and the pidurc8 
E 
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not of the firft hands. Tis true, the emperor- 
has fomc of great value. I was yeftcrday to 
fee the repofitory, which they call his Treafure^ 
where they feem to have been more diligent 
in amaiFing a great quantity ofthings> than in 
the choice of them. I fpent above five houn 
there, and yet there were very few things that 
(lopped me long to conOder them. But the 
number is prodigious, being a very long gallery 
filled on both fides, and five large rooms- There 
is a vaft quantity of paintings, amongft which 
are many fine miniatures ; but the moil valuable 
pi6lures, are a few of Corregio, thofe of Titiaa 
being at the Favorita^ 

The cabinet of jewels did not appear to 
nie fo rich as I expefted to fee it. They fhow- 
cd me here a cup, about the fize of a tea 
diih, of one entire emerald, which they had 
fo particular a refpeft for, that only the 
emperor has the liberty of touching it. There 
is a large cabinet full ot curiofities of clock-work, 
only one of which I thought worth obferving, 
that was a craw-fifh, with all the motions 
fo natural, that it was hard to diftinguiih it 
from the life. 

The next cabinet was a large colle£lion of 
agates, fome of them extremely beautiful, and 
of an uncommon fize, and feveral vafes of 
Lapis Lazuli. I was furprifed to fee the cabinet 
of medals fo poorly fumifhed ; I did not re- 
mark one of any value, and they are kept in a 
mofl ridiculous diforder. As to the antiquely 
very few of them dcfeive th^t ti?Lme. Upon 
my faying they vrcrc moddiij 1 Wi^iij^TtfA.tetP' 
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bear laughing at the anfwcr of the profounil 

antiquary that (howed themi that thej iiwrt an- 

iient inough : for to his inotuledgf^ they had bit it 

there tbefe forty wars. But the next cabinet 

diYerted me yet better, being nothing elfe but 

a parcel of wax babies, and toys in ivory, very 

well worthy to be prefented to children of five 

years old. Two of the rooms were wholly filled 

with thefe trifles of all kinds, fet in jewels, a- 

mcmgft which I was defired to obferve a crucifix 

that, they aflTured me, had fpoke very wifely to 

the emperor Leopold. I won*t trouble you 

with a catalogue of the reft of the lumber ; but 

I muft not forget to mention, a fmall piece of 

loaditone that held up an anchor of ftee!, too 

heavy for me to lift. This is what I thought 

moft curious in the whole treafure. There 

are fomc few heads of ancient ftatues; but 

> fcveral of them are defaced by modern additions. 

^I forfee that you will be very little 

6tisfied with this letter, and I dare hardly aflc 
you to be good-natured enough to charge 
the dulnefs of it on the barrennefs of the fub- 
jcft, and to overlook the ftupidity of, 

Your. &c. &c. 
E2 
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LETTER- XIV. 



To the Counteft o(^ 



'^ Prague, Non 17. O. S. 

I HOPE hfy de»r fifter wants Tie nem 
of my finctrt afic^ion f or her : bi 
fure, if jpn do, I conkl not |t¥e fpu a 6 
than writing at diis time,t met thirec ds 
more; prpp^ly fpeaking, three nights ai 
hard pofUtraveUing.— The kingdom 
hernia is the moft defert of any I have 
Germany. The villages are fo poor, : 
pofthouies fo miferable, that clean fti 
fair water are bleflings not always te 
with, and better accommodation not 
hoped for. Though I carried my 6^ 
with me, I could not fometimes. find 
to fet it up in ; and I rather chofe tc 
all night, as cold as it is,, wrapped up 
furs, than to go into the common ftovesj 
are filled with a mixture of all forts 
fcents.. 



This town was' once the royal fea 
Bohemian king, and is dill the capita 
kingdom. There are yet fome remain 
former fplendour, being one of the largel 
In Germany j but for the moft part, o: 
and thinly iiihabited, wViVcVv mi^KA^ \Jkvs 
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very cheap. Thofe people of quality, who 

cannot cafily bear the expence of Vienna, choofe 

to rcfide here, where they have aflcmblies, 

inuiick, and all other diverfions, (tliofc of a court 

excepted), at very moderate rates, all things 

being here in great abundance, efpecially the 

beft ^Id-fowl I ever tailed. I have already 

beenyifited by fome of the moft confiderable 

ladies, whofe rebtions I know at Vienna. They 

are drefled after the fafliions there, after the 

manner that the people at Exeter imitate thofe 

of London ^ that is, their imitation is more 

exceflive than the original. Tis not eafy to 

defcribe what extraordinary figures they make. 

The perfon is fo much loft between the head- 

drefs and petticoat, that they have as much 

occa&on to write upon their backs, " This h 

a Woman,** for the information of travellers, as 

e?er fign-poft painter had to write " This is 

a Boar** I will not forget to write to you 

again from Drefden and Leipzig, being much 

more folicitous to content your curiofity, than 

to indulge my own repofe. 

I am, &c. 



LETTER XV. 

To the Countefs of — 



Leipzig, Nov. 21. O. S. 1 716. 

^ BELIEVE, dear fifter, you will eafily 
» forgive my not writing to -^om ltQ\\\ 

E3 
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Drefden, as I promifle^ ^ben I teQ yon^ Aa 
I never went cat of mychaife from Prague t» 
.'this place* Tou may imaging, how keartilyi 
was. tired ^jsrith twenty-four hours poibftram^ 
ingt without iLeep or xefreihRient > for I caft 
never fleep in x coach, -however fatigucad*-— <-*• 
We pafledbjt moon-fliine,, the fnehtful pid* 
^ipices that divide Bohemia from Saxony,, at 
the bottom of which runs the river Elbe i hut 
1 cannot, fay,, that I had reafoa- to fear AowtOh 
ifig in it, being pevfe£tly eonvinced,. dul^ 
in cafe of a tumble, it was utterly impoCUc 
to come alive to the bottom^ ■ ■>■ l a many 
places, the road is fo narrow, that I could not 
difccra an inch of {pace between the wheeb 
and the precipice ; yet I was fo good a wife,, at 

not to wake Mr. W y, who was faft afle^ 

by my fide,, to rnake him uiare in my fears finc£ 
the danger was unavoidable, tlH I perceived 
by the bright light of the moon, our poftillion 
nodding -on horfeback,^ while the horfes wen 
on a full gallop. Then,, indeed, I thought i; 
very convenient to call out to defire them ti 
looK where they were going. My callin{ 

waked Mr. W — '■ y, and he was mucl 

more furprifed than myfelf at the fituation w< 
were in, and aflured me, that he palTed th< 
Alp$ five times in different places, without eve 
having gone a road fo dangerous. I have beei 
told fince, that it is common to find the bodies o 
travellers in the Elbe •, but, thank God, that \va 
not our clef tiny ; aiid m e came fafe to Drefden, fc 
much tired with fear ard fatigue, it was notpof 
fible for me to compofe myfelif to write. Aftc 
pa/Ilng thck dreadful T<. cksj Dtefdca uppcard 
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tame a wonderfully agreeable (ituation, in a fine 
large plain on the banks of the Elbe. 1 wuincry 
glad to Itay there a day to reft myfclf. The tDwn 
is die neateft I have fcen in Germany ; moll of 
the houfes are new built ; the ele^^or's palace is 
very handfomc, and his repolitory full of curio- 
iities of different kinds, with a collection of me- 
dals very much elleemciL Sir , our king's 

cn?oy,came to fee me here^and Madam de L , 

whom 1 knew in London, wlien her huiband was 
aiiniltcr to the king of Poland there. She offer- 
ed me all things in her power to entertain me, 
and brought fome ladies with her, whom (he pre- 
fented to me* The Saxon ladies refemble the 
Auftrian no more,, tlian the Chinefe do thofe of 
iondon ; they are very genteelly dreiled, after 
tlie Englifli and French modes, and have gene- 
rally pretty faces, but they are the muft deter- 
mined nunaudieres in the whole world. They 
would tliink it a mortal fin again ft good breeding, 
if they either fpoke or moved in a natural man- 
ner. They all affeft a little foft lifp, and a pret- 
ty pitty-pat ftep ; which female frailties ought, 
however, to be forgiven them, in favour of their 
civility and good irature to ft rangers, which I 
have a great deal of reafon to praife. 

The ccuntcfs of Cozcllc is Icc^rt prifoner in a 
melancholy caftle, Ibme Icrigue-j from hence , and 
I cannot forbear telling you what 1 have heard of 
her, bccaufe it fcems to me very cxtraordiiiary, 
though I forfee I (hall fwellmy letter to t-ie fizc 

of a packet. She was miftrcf?, to the King of 

Poland, (cleftor of Saxony), witti fo abtohite a 
I dominion over him, tliat never any lady had fo 
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much power in that court. They tell a 
fant ftory of his Majefty's firft declarati 
love, which he made in a vifit to her, bri 
in the one hand a bag of one hundred the 
crowns, and in the other a horfe-fhoe ' 
he fnapped afunder before her face, leavir 
to draw the confequences of fuch remai 
proofs of ftrength and liberality. I kno^ 
which charmed her moft ; but (he coni 
to leave her hufband, and to give herfelf 
him entirely, being divorced publickly, ir 
a manner, as, by their laws, permits 
party to marry again. God knows wl 
it was at this time, or in fome other fond fi 
it is certain, the king had the weaknefs to 
her a formal contra^ of marriage $ which tl 
it could fjgnify nothing during the life < 
queen, pleafed her fo well, that fhe could r 
contented, without telling it to all the peop 
faw, and giving herfelf the airs of a queen, 
endure every thing while they are in love 
when tlie excefs of paflion was cooled b) 
poffeflion, his majefty began to refleft on i 
confequences of leaving fuch a paper ii 
hands, and defired to have it reftored to h 
But ihe rather chofe to endure all the 
violent efFefts of his anger, than give it 
and though fhe is one of the richeft and 
avaricious ladies of her country, fhe 
refufed the ofl'er of the continuation 
large penfion, and the fecurity of a 
fum of money flie has amalfed, and h 
lafl, provoked the king to confine her perfoi 
caflle, where fhe endures all the terrors of a 
jwprifonmentf and remains {till inflexible, < 
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hreats or pFOinife&. Her violent paflions 
brought her indeed into fits, which, it is 
•pfedf will foon put an end to her life. I 
ot forbear havinj^ fome compaHTion for a 
iln, that fufFers for a point of honour how- 
miftakcft, efpecially in a country where 
ts of honour are not over fcrupuloully obfer- 
among ladies. 

COULD have wifhed Mr. W — y's bufinefs 
}ermitted him a longer itay at Drcfden.. 

ERHAPS I am partial to a town where 

profefs the proteftant religion ; but every 
; feemed to me with quite another air of 
snefs than I have found in other places. — 
zig, where I am at prefent, is a town very 
derable for its trade, and I take this oppor- 
y of buying pages liveries, gold (luffs for 
If, &c. all thnigs of that kind being at 
double the price at Vienna, partly becaufc 
le exceflive cuftoms, and partly through 

of genius and induftry in the people, who 
: no one fort of thing there, fo that the 
3 are obliged to fend even for their (hoes 
>f Saxony. The fair here is one of the 

confiderable in Germany, and tlie refort 
I people of quality, as y/ell as of the mer- 
ts. This is alfo a fortifyed town ; — but I a- 
ever mentioning fortifications, being fenfible 
[ know not how to fpeak of them^ I am the 
eafy under my ignorance, when I refledl 
[ am fure you'll willingly forgive the om- 

; for, if I made you the mod exacSl defcrip- 
of all TdveVms and b«'\{liot\s I Cee iu mv tra- 
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vck, I dare fwcar you woiild aflc mc, What « 
ravelin ? and What is a baftion ? 

Adieui my dear fifter. 



LETTER XVL 

To the Countefs of . 

Brunpwicky Nov. 23, 0. S- 17 itf. 



IAM juft come to Brunfwick, a very old tov 
but which has the advantage of being the ( 
pital of the Duke of Wolfcnbuttle^s dominioi 
a family (not to fpeak of its ancient honours) 
luftrious, by having its younger branch on t 
throne of England, and having given two e 
prefles to Germany. I have not forgot to dri 
your health here in mum, which I think very w 
deferves its reputation of being the beft in 1 
world. This letter is the third I have writ to j 
during my journey, and I declare to you, tha 
you don't fend me immediately a full and t: 
account of all the changes and chances amon 
our London acquaintance, I will not write y 
any defcription of Hanover ( where I hope to 
to-night ) though I know you have more curiof 
to hear of that place than r.ny other. 
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LETTER XVn. 
To the Countrfs of B 



Hamver^ iJov. 25. O. S. 1 7 16. 

r Received your Ladyfhip's letter but the day 
* before I left Vienna, though by the date, I 
«aght to have had it much fooner ; but nothing 
Was ever worfc regulated than the poll in moft 
^rts of Germany. I can a^Ture you the packet 
at Prague was behind my chaife, and in that 
maimer conveyed to Drefden, fo that the 
fecrets of half the country were at my mercy if 
t had had smy curiofity for them. I would not 
bnger delay my thanks for yoursf though 
the number of my acquaintances here^'and 
my tfuty of attending at court, leave me 
iurdly any time to difpofe of. I am extremely 
pleafed diat I can tell you, without flattery 
or partiality} that our young prince* has all the 
accomplifhments that it is poffible to have at 
his age, with an air of fprightlinefs and under- 
ilanding, and fomething fo very engaging and 
eafy in his behaviour, that he needs not the 
advantage of his rank to appear charming. I 
had the honour of a long converfation with him 
laft night before the king came in. His gover- 
nor retired on purpofe (as he told me after- 

yhic grandbther of his prefect Majcfty. 



"wards) tbs^t I Qiightmakc fooie judgment oj 
.gemus, hj hiring him ipeak without coiiftra 
and I ^zs fiirptifed at the quicknefs 
politenefsi that appeared in every thing he f 
joined to a perfon f^^dUjr. agreeable, and 
•fine fair hair oFtheprihcefs. 

This tewn is neitlier large nor handfo 
but the palace is' capable of holding a n 
^cater court . than that of St James's. 
Jpng haia had^.the goodnefo to appoint \ 
lodging In one part of it» without; which 
4b6u)4.)unrc heenvery ill acconin>oda£ed^ 
the Yafl: ninn^r y^f EpglUh crowds |hc .t 
io.muth^ it isvecy good luck to get one i 
room "in a mireraole Javern. I dii^ed to 
with ;jthe ,tortugucie 'axnhaflador, who. tl 
himfclf very happy, to have two wret< 
parloiirs'in ^n inri.; I have, now made the 
of (i^rnianyj and jcannot help obferying a 
Cderable di&rence between tiavcUing htrnt 
in England. One fees nxme of thofe fine 
of noblemen^ fo common . amongft us^ nor 
thing Eke a country gentleman's, houfe, thi 
they have fo many fityations pcrfeftJy 
But the whole people arc divided into abf< 
fovercignties, where all tlie riches and m; 
ficence are at court, or into communiiic 
merchants, fuch as Nurenburg and Frank 
where they live always in town for the 
venience of trade* The king's compan 
French comedians play here every night. \ 
are very well dreiTed, and feme of them n« 
^(f^ors. His majeily dints and fups confl; 
in publick. The Court \s v^t^ tvMvwerous, 
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Vis ^fshHitj and goodnefsj make it one of the 
4noft agreeable places in the world. 
Dear Madam^ 

Your, isfc, isfc. 



XETTER XVni- 
To the Lady R. 

iXiwvfr, Ofl:. I. O. S. 17x6. 

I AM very slad, my dear lady R , that 
you have been fo well pleafed, as you tell 
toe, at the report of my returning to England ; 
thqughj like other p]eafures> I can afTure you it 
Bas q§ real foundation. I ^ope you know me 
enough to take my word againft any report 
concerning me. "Fis i¥dt. as to diftance of 
{lace, I am much nearer to London than I 
Was fome weeks ago ; but, as to the thoughts 
t)f a return, I never was farther ofF in my life. 
1 own, I could with ^feat joy indulge the 
pleafing ho.pes of feeing you; and the very few 
others that fhare my efteem j but, while Mr. 

W- is determined to proceed in his de- 

fi^n, I am determined to follow him. I am 
running on upon my owi> affairs, that is to fay, 
\ am going to write very dully, as moft people 
4o, when they write of themfelves. I will 
roake hafte to change^the difogrceable fubjcft, 
fy telling you thnt I am now g^oX. \tao Nltv^ 
F 
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region of beauty. All the women have | 
terally) rofy cheeks^ fnowy foreheads and I 
foms^ jet eye-brow8j and fcarlet lipsy to wfai 
they generally add coal-black hair. Thofe p 
feflipns never leaye them^ till the hour of u 
deaths, and hare' a very fineeffieft by cani 
light f, but I ^could wifh they were nartdfoi 
with a little more variety. 'They refemhle o 
another as much as Mrs. Salmon's court 
Great Britain* and are in as much danger 
melting away, by too near approaching the fi 
which they, for that reafon, ckrefuBy aTO 
though 'tis now fuch ezceiBve cold weath 
that I believe they fuffer extremely by d; 
piece of ielf-deniaL The fnow is already vc 
deep, and the people J>egin to Aide alx>ut^ 
their trsuneaus. This is a favourite diverfit 
all over Germany. They arc little machin 
£xed upon a fledge, that hold a lady, and 
gentleman, and are drawn by one horfe. T 
gentleman has the honour of driving, and* tb 
move with a prodigu^s fwiftnefs. The lad 
the horfe, and the Wineau, are all as fine 
they can be made ; and when there are mai 
of them together, 'tis a very agreeable (he 
At Vienna, where all pieces of magnificen 
are carried to excefs, there are fometimes n 
chines of this kind, that coft five or fix hiindr 
pounds Englifii. The dukeof Wolfenbuttleisfnc 
at this court ; you know he is nearly related to o 
king, and uncle to the reigning emprefs, w 
is, I believe, the moft beautiful princefs up' 
earth. She is now with child, which is all t 
confohtion of the imperial court, for the 1< 
of the archduke. 1 took m^ \ck^^ olY^sx tlx^ d 
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before I left Vienna, and (be bcgn!i to f". -• 
tome with fo much grief and tcnckrncl'3, of iLc. 
death of that young prince^ I had much ado to 
wifiiold my tears. You know that I am not :;t 
all partial to people for their titles \ but I own, 
that I love that charming princefs, (if I may 
nfefo familiar an exprefTion) and if I had ni)r, 
I fhould have been very much moved at the 
tragical end of an only fon, born after beinj^ 
fo long defired, and at length killed by want of 
good management, weaning him in the beginning 

of winter. Adieu, dear lady R ^ continue 

to write: to me, atid believe none of your gooil- 
aefs^isloft upoa 

Your, iifc. 



LETTER XIX. 
To the Countcfs. of^ 



Bla7ikefiburgy Oft. 17. O. S. i^iu, 

1 Received yours dear (Tiler the very day I 
left HTinovcr. You may ealily imagine I 
^as then in too great a hurry to anfwer it ; biu 
you fee I take the firft opportunity of doini; 
myfelf thatpleafurc. I came here the 15th, very 
late at night, after a terrible journey, in the 
vorfl: roads and weather that ever poor ti*avcller 
fuffered. I have taken this little fatigue mere- 
^/to oblige the reigning emprefs, ^tv<\ c-w-^^ 
F 2 
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a meflage from her imperial majeftjr^ te d 
dutchefii of Blankenbilrg, ber moAeVf. who iti 
princcft of. great addrdii- and geod*tprcedi^(| 
and ma; be ml eatted a fine woinam. ItiiM 
fb late irhen .1 came to this town, I did m 
think it pn^ier to dtftnrb the duke and dUtcM 

' with die newa of my. amiral i fol t0okii(pA| 
qnartew in a ttiferabie inn i but as IblMi: (ftj 

' had fent mf CDmnDnicbts tOr their hif^nNfti 
thev immediately tent me tbetr own ooaeh Ui 
fix hories» which had howeyert enou^ tcrdj 
to draw us up the wf high hill ptt whsdi At 
caftle& fitnated. The diufedieis is esttaml 
obliging to me/ and this httle cottifl iis-iMi 
withoift its diverfionSi. The duke tailljs t 
baflet every night $ and the dutchefs tellfr mc 
ihe is fp well plealed with my company^ tha 
it makes her play lefs than Ihe ufed to; do. 
(bottld find it very difficult to fteal" time t 
write, if {he was not now at churchy where • 
cannot wait on her, not underftanding ih 
language enough to pay my devotions in it 
Tou wiU not forgive mte, if I do not fay fbme 
thing of Hanover ; I cannot tell you that dv 
town is either large or magnificent. The open 
houfe, which was built by the* late ele^or, i 
much finer than that of Vienna.^ I was ver 
ferry that the ill weadier did not permit ifii 
to fee Hernhaufen in all its. beauty ;. but Ii 
fpitc of the fnow, I thought the gardens ver 
fine. I was particularly furprifed at the val 
number of orange trees, much larger than an 
I have ever feen in England, though thi 
climate is certainly colder. But I had mpi« 

rcdfon to wonder that nxg|kit ^vxS[x^Vis^'^tabh 
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to fee a prefcnt from a gentleman of this couti- 
trji of two large balkcts full of ripe oranet'S, 
aod kmous of di&rent forts, manj of which 
were quite new to me ; and what I thought 
worth all the reit^ two ripe ananafes, which 
tomytafte, is a fruit perfeftly delicious. You 
know they are naturally the growth of Brazil, 
and I could not imagine how they came here, 
kit by enchantment. Upon enquiry, I learnt 
Aattney have brought their ftoves to fuch per- 
ie£lion, they lengthen their fummer as long as 
they pleafo, giving to every plant the degree of 
beat it would receive from the fun in its native 
Ibil The eflfeft is very near the fame : I am 
furprifed we do not praflife in England fo 
ttfcful an invention^ This rcfleftion leads me 
to confider our obftinacy in Shaking with' cold, 
five months in the year, rather than make ufe 
of ftoves,. which are certainly one of the grcat- 
elt conveniencies of life. Beddes, they are fo 
far from fpoiling the form of a room, that 
they add very much to the magnificence of it, 
when they are painted and gilt, as they are at 
Vienna or at Drefden, where they are often 
in the fhapes of china jars, (latues, or fine 
cabinets, fo naturally rcprefcnted, that they are 
not to be diftinguifhed. If ever I return, in 
defiance to the fafhion, you fliall certainly fee 
one in the chamber of,. 

Dear Sifter, your, tfj'r. 

I WILL write often, fince you defire it -, but 
I muft beg you to be a little more particular 
in yours ; you fancy me at forty miles dif- 
tance^ and forget, that after foVou^^xtv ^bfcnce, 
fcaa't uadcrAand hints. 

F3 
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1KA:VEjuff i«£dved'&ei«>.al VidnM^.yoiH 
ladyfhip'^ coiAplmienffl^oii-.m j[ i^tBiirto Eng 
famd^ fent me frony Hanovcir.. Yotl^ ftre,. Bfedud; 
all things diat are affereed'with coAfidehce^ at 
not abfoluiely tiiie i^nd i&^itmhiiift lio £brt o! 
. reafon tocompdam 6f me for ni^tig: mv defigikN 
return a myftcrjr to* yo^, when job (ay, all tJR 
world 2ttt imormcd of ifc. You; may tell M fk 
world la my name,, that they are never fo wd 
informed of my affairs as I ammyfelf ; that Pan 
very pofitivc I am atdiia dme at Vienna^ when 
the carnival isbegun^ and all forts of diverfion 
are carried to the greateft height, except that o 
mafquiiig, which is never permitted during a wa 
with the Turks. The balls are in publick places 
where- die men pay a g6ld ducat at entratice, bu 
the ladies nothing. I am told, that thefe houfe 
firetfaihetimes a thoufaAd ducats in a night.-' 
They arc vetf ttSiif^ciAiXX&'i h^^ 
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muiick goody if they had not that deteftable 
caftom of mtxiilg hunting horns with it, that 
almoft deafen the company. But thatnoife isfo 
agreeable here, they never make a concert with- 
out them. The ball always concludes with £n- 
glifli country dances, to tJhe number of thirty 
^ forty couple, and fo ill danced, that there 
is very little pleafure in them. They know but 
iaif a dozen, and they have danced them over 
and over thefe fifty years : I would fain have 
fanghtthcm fortie new ones, but I found it would 
k feme mtmths labouf to make them comprc- 
Iiend them. Laft night there was an Italian 
comedy afted at court. The tcenes were pretty, 
but the comedy itfeff fuchintcrferablc low farce, 
without either wit or humour, that I was furpri- 
zed, how aH the court could fit there attentively 
for four hours together. No women are fufier- 
tdto afl on the llage ; and the men^ dreifed like 
4cm, were fuch awkward figures, they very 
much added to the ridicule of the fpeftacle.What 
completed the diverfion was the exccffive cold, 
«^hich Was fo great, I thought I (hould have died 
here. It is^ now the very extremity of the Winter 
lere ; the Danube is entirely frozen, and the 
eeaAer not to be fupported without ftoves and 
tirs ; but, however,, the air fo clear, almofteve- 
f body is well, and colds not half fo common as 
I £ngland. I am perfuaded tliere cannot be a 
irer air, nor more wholefome than that of 
ienna. The plenty and excellence of all forts 
provifions are greater here than in any place I 
er was before, and 'tis not very expenfive to 
ep a fplendid table. Tis really a pleafure to 
fg through the markets, and fee the ^\^^aJwi'^Ti'^^ 
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€>f what ifee fhould think puities^ offowk ani 
venifoa^.that are ds(ily brought in from Hungary 
and Bohemia. They want nothing btit ihelL'fifhi 
andarefofo^d ofoyftera, that they have thexD 
fent from Venice^ and ^at them rery gi^eedily^ 
ftink or not ftkij^, llius^I obey your commaadas 
Madam, in.giv^^gyou .an account of Viennai 
though I kngiw yo.u will not.be fatisfiedl- with it. 
Tou chide meformy laz|ne£5, in not telling yoa 
a thdufand a^eeable and furprifing things^ tlupt 
you fay you are fureJ.baTe feen and beards Vv^ 
my w«3rdy^ MMamy ^ti» my regard to txui^ifnt 
not lazinefs; that I do not entertain you wid^.af 
many prodigies, a^ other travellers ufe t«i dnc^ 
their readi^78 with. I might eafily pick up wop*: 
ders in every town I pa» through, or tell yott« 
long fcries of popifh miracles vbut I cannot fancy 
that there is any thing new in letting you knoVr 
that priefts will lie, and the mob believe, all tie 
world over. • Then as for news, that you are fa 
inquifitive about, how can it be entertaining to 
you (that don't know tb^ people) that the prince 
of — ^ — has forfaken the countefs of — ? or 
that the prince fuch a one,.has an intrigue with 
the countefa, fuch a one ? Would you have me 
write novels like the countefs of D'— — ? and is: 
it not better to tdl you a plain truth. 

That I am, tec.. 
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LETTER XXr. 
To the Countefs of 

Plennaj]zn. i6. O. S. 17 1 7. 

I AM now, dear, fifter to take leave of you for 
a lortg time, and of Vienna for ever, dcfign- 
wg to-morrow, to begin my journey through 
Htmgary, in fpite of the exceifi^ cold, and deep 
fiu)^, ^ich are enough to damp a greater cou- 
nge than I am miftrefs of. But my principle of 
t^vt obedience C2xn^% me through every thing. I 
we had my audience of leave of the emprefs. 
Ris imperial niajefty was plcafed to be prefent, 
when r waited on the reigning emprefs v and, 
after a very obliging ct^nverfetion, both their 
imperial' majefties invited me to take Vienna in 
Dfty road back ; but I have no thoughts of en- 
dwing, over again,, fo great a fatigue. I de- 
livered a letter from the dutchefs of Blanken- 
tttrg. 1 ftayed but a few days at that court, 
though her nighnefi prefled me very much to 
ftay, and, when I left her, engaged me to write 
to her, r wrote you a long letter from thence, 
which I hope you have received though you 
don't ftierttion it ; but I believe I forgot to 
tell you one curiofity in all the German 
courts, which I cannot forbear taking notice 
^(' All the princes keep favouul^ Sv^xl^.— *^ 



The emperor and emprefs have two of thefe littfc 
monfters, as ugly as devils, cfpecialy the female \ 
but they are all bedaubed with diamonds, and 
ftand at her Majefty's elbow, in altpublick places. 
The duke of Wolfenbutile has one, and the 
dutchefs of Blankenburg is net without hersjbut, 
indeed, the moft proportionable Tcverfaw. I am 
told the king of Denmark has fo far improved 
upon this faihion, that his dwarf is his chief 
minifter. I can affign no rcafon for the fondncft 
for thefe pieces of deformity, but the opinion 
all the abfolute princes have,, that it is below 
them to converfe with th^ reft of mankind ; and, 
iiot to be quite alone^ they are forced to feck 
their companions among the refufe of hu]j3an 
nature^ thefe creatures being the only part <rf 
their court privileged to talk freely to them. I 
am at prefent confined to my chamber by a fore 
throat •, and am really glad of the excufe, to a- 
void feeing people, that I love \Yell enough to 
be very much mortified when I think I am go- 
ing to part, with them forever. 'Tis true, the 
Auftrians are not commonly the moft politCj 
people in the world, nor the moft agreeable 
But Vienna is inhabited by all nations, and I had 
formed to myfelf a little fociety of fuch as wer( 
perfedly to my own taftc» And though the 
number was not very great, I could never pici 
up, in any other place, fuch a number of re- 
afonable, agreeable people. V%^e were almofl 
always together -, and you know I have ever beer 
of opinion, that a chofcn converfation, compofec 
of a few that one eftecms, is the greateft happi- 
nefs of Vife, Here are fome Spaniards, of botl 
fcxesy that have all the \\v;ac\x^ ^wvi ^^^^xoCiu 
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of fcauments anciently afcribed to tlieir nation ; 
and could I believe that the whole kingdom were 
like them, I would wiih nothing more than to 
end mj days there. The ladies uf my acquaint- 
ince have fo much goodnefs fur mcj tlicy cry 
whenever they fee me, iince I have determined 
to undertake this journey. And, indeed, I am 
not very eafy y/fhta I reflect on what I am going 
to ftt£Fer. Almoit every body I fee frights me 
with fome new difficulty. Prince Eugene has 
been fo good as to fay all the things he could, to 
perfuade me to (lay till the Danube is thawed, 
that I may have the conveniency of going by 
«mer ; afluring me, that the houfes in Hun- 
prjr are fuch^ as are no defence againft the wea- 
ther, and that I ihall be obliged to travel three or 
Four days between Buda, and EiTek, without 
Ending any houfe at all, through defert plains 
covered with fnow ; where the cold is fo violent 
many have been killed by it I own thefe ter- 
rors have made a very deep imprciTion on my 
nind, bec'aufe I believe he tells me things truly 
IS they are, and nobody can be be tter informed 
>f them. 

Now I have named that great man, I am fure 
rou expe£l I fliould fay fomething particular of 
lum, having the advantage of feeing him very 
often ; but I am as unwilling to fpeak of him at 
Vienna,as I fliould be to talk of Hercules in the 
court of Omphale, if I had feen him there. I 
don't know what comfort other people find in 
confidering the weaknefs of great men,(becaufe, 
perhaps, it brings them nearer to their level) but 
tisaJw^js a mortification to me, to obfer*^^ \lval 
fen? h no pcrfc&ion in humanity, T\v^^^>^xv'{^ 
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prince of Portugal is the admiraticm of the whol 
^ouTt J he IS handfome and polite, with a grea 
vivacity. All the officers tell vt^jiidcrs of hi 
gallanciy the lafl campaign. He is lodged a 

court with all the honour, due to his ranlc- 

Adieu, dear filler : This is the laft account ym 
will have from me of Vienna. If Ifurvivcmy jout 
ney, you fhall hear firom mc again, I can fay 
^ith great truth, in the words of Monefes, 
i:avt' Jmg learnt to Md m^elf as mtbtng : Bw 
when I think of the fatigue my poor infant m^ 
fuffer, I have all a mothsr's fondnefs in mj 
eyes, and all her tender pa (Rons in my heart. 

P. S. I have written a letter ta my kdy— > 
that I believe flie won't like ; and, upon ceolrr 
Tcfle^tion, I think I had done better to h^^^ 
let it alone ; but I wa^ downright peevifh at 
all her queftions, and hct ridiculous imagine- 
tiouj that I have cerLiinly feen abundance of 
wonders which I keep to myfclf, otit of mete 
Tnaliee- She is very angry that I won^t lie like 
other travellersp I verily belie\x fire ejrpefl* 
I fhould tell her of the Anihr&pophLtgi^ Rieii 
whofe heads grow below their rtioulders* 
Iiovvever, pray fay fooierhrn^ to pacify her- 
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LETTTER XXIL 

To Mr. Pope. 

Vienna^ ]zn. i6. O. S. 17 17. 

AVE not time, to anfwer your letter, being 
I the hurry of preparing for my journey ^ 
think, I ought to bid adieu to my friends 
he fame fofemnity, as if I was going to 
: a breach^ at leaft, if I am to believe the 
lation of the pe(^le here, who denounce 
ts o{ terrors to me j and, indeed, the 
:t is at prefent fuch, as very few fet out 
am threatened at the fame time, with 
frozen to death, buried in the fnow, 
aken by the Tartars, who ravage thac 
f Hungary I am to pafs. Tis true, we 
ave a coniiderable efcorUj fo that poffibly, 
be diverted with a new fcene, by finding 
' in the midil of a battle. How my ad- 
es wiU conclude, I leave entirely to pro- 
:e ; if comically you fhall hear of them. 
Pray be fo good as to tell Mr*—— I 
eceived bis letter^ Make him my adieus : 
e I will anfwer it* The fame compliment 

ladyR . 

G 



LETTER XXni. 
To the Countefs of 



Ffitr^mradtn^ Jan* 30. O. S- r?! 

AT lengtli, dear fiftcr, I am fafcly arri 
with M my family, in good health 
Petcrwaradin ; having fuflcrcd fo little f 
the rigour of the feafon, (againft which, 
were well provided by tlic furs)i and found : 
to kr able accommodation every where, by the 
of fending before, that I can hardly for 
laugliing, when I recoUcft all the frig} 
ideas that were given me of this jour 
Thefe, I fee were M^holly owing to the ten 
iiefs of my Vienna friends, and their dcfn 
keeping me with them for this winter, 
haps it will not be difagreeable to you, to 
a fhort journal of my journey j being thro u 
country entirely unknown to you^ and 
little paffed even by the Hungarians thcmfc 
who generally choofe to take the convemenc 
going down tl>e Danube, We have had 
blefling of being favoured with finer we; 
than is common at this time of the year ; th< 
the fnow was fo deep, wc were obliged to 
our own coaches fixed upon trianeaus, "w 
move fo fwift and fo eafily, 'tis by far the 
agreeable manner of travelling poft. We k 
f o Raab (the fecond day from Vienna) on 
feventecnth iiiflant, where Mx "W ^^ 
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)rd of our arrival to the governor, the 
ufe in the town was provided for us, the 
1 put under arms, a guard ordered at our 
ind all other honours paid to us. The 
3r, and all other officers, immediately 

on Mr. W , to know if there 

J thing to be done for his fervice. The 
of Temefwar came to vifit us, with 
vility, eameftly preffing us to dine with 
ct day '^ which we refufing, as being re- 
o purfuc our journey, he fent us feveral 
of winter fruit, and a great variety of 
ian wines, with a young hind jud tilled. 
a prelate of great power in this country, 
Lncient family of Nadafti, fo confiderable, 
ly ages, in this kingdom. He is a very 
igreeable, chearful old man, wearing the 
4an habit, with a venerable white beard 

o his girdle. Raab is a ftrong town, 

irrifoned and fortified, and was a long 
le frontier town between the Turkiili 
srman empires. It has its name from 
er Rab, on which it is fituated, juft on 
eting with the Danube, in an open 
lign country. It was firft taken by the 

under the command of Bafla Sinan, in 
gn of Sultan Amurath III. in the year 

The governor being fuppofed to have 
:d it, was afterwards beheaded, by the 
)r's command. The counts of Swartzen- 
md Palfi retook it by furprife in 1598 ; 
which time it has remained in the hands 

Germans, though the Turks once more 
)ted to gain it by llratagem in 1642. 
:athedraJ is large and weU buWt^ v.'KlcK 
G 2 
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is all I faw remarkable in the town* Lei 
Comora, oq the other Cde the river, we i 
th€ eighteenth to Nofmuhlj a fmall vil] 
■where J howeverj ve made ill 1 ft to find fe 
able accommodatiojip We continued two 
travelling between this pbce and Buda, thrc 
the linell plains in the world, as even as if 
were paved, and cKtremely frnitfnU hut, 
the moil part, defert and tincultiTated, 
waile by the long wais between the Turks 
the emperor ; and the more cruel chil ' 
occafioned by the barbarous pcrfecution oj 
p rote it ant religion, by the Emperor Leoj 
That prince has left behind him the chars 
of an extraordinary piety, and was natu 
Ckf a mildj mercifnl temper ^ but, puttin| 
confcienee into the hands of a Jefuic, he 
more cruel and treacherous to his poor I 
garian fubjerts, than ever the Turk has: 
to the Chriftians ; breakings without fen 
his coronation oath, and his faith, folei 
given iQ many public treaties.. Indeed, r 
ing can be more melancholy, than, in txave 
through Hungary, to tc&cSt on the £o 
flourifliing ftate of that kingdom, and t< 
fuch a noble fpot of earth almoft uniiahat 
Such are alfo the prefent cirx:umftanc€ 
Buda (where we arrived very early die tw< 
fecond) once the royal feat of the Hung 
kings, whofe palace there was reckoned oi 
the moil beautiful buildings of the age, 
wholly dcftroycd, no part of the town hi 
been repaired finoe the lail fiege, but th€ 
tifi cations and the caftle, which is the pr 
refidence oi the govertvoi, Gc^n^vAl Ra 
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,ar of great merit. He came iinmeiHitcly 
!us, and carried us in his coach to liii 

where I was received by his l.idy, witli 
ible ciTility and nugnificently entertained, 
tyis fituated upon a little hill, on the fouth 
tlie Danube. The caftlc is much higher 
he town, and from it the prof}>e« is 
oble. Without the walls ly a valt nuni- 
little houfes or rather huts, that they cjI! 
ifcian Town, being altogether inliaoited 

people. The governor aflured me it 
furnilh twelve thoufand fighting men. 
Te towns look very odd ; their houfes 
1 rows, many thoufands of them fo clofi: 
r, that they appear, at a little ditlance, 
i-faftiioned thatched tents. They confiil, 
ne of them, of one hovel above, and 
r under ground ; thefe are their Summer 
Inter apartments. Buda was firll taken 
yman the Magnificent, in 1526, and loft 
owing year to Ferdinand I. king of Bo- 
Solyman regained it by the treachery 

garrifon, and voluntarily gave it into the 
of King John of Hungary ; after whofe 
lis fon being an infant, Ferdinand laid 
» it, and the qiieen mother was forced 

Solyman to her aid. He, indeed, raife<l 
ge, but left a Turkifh garrifon in thti 
md commanded her to remove her court 
lence ; which fhe was forced to fubmit to, 
I. It refiftcd afterwards the fieges laid 
•y the marquis of Brandenburg, in the 
J42 ; Count Schwartzenburg, in iCpH; 
d Rofworm, in 1602; and the duke of 
y commander of the cmpctot's forces^ in 

^ 3 
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1684, to whom it yielded, in i66<5, aftcir ail 
obftinate defenccj Apti Bafla, the govemoTi 
being kiUedj fighting in the breach with i 
Roman bravery. The lofs of this town was fa 
important, aud fo much refented by the Turkfta 
that it QccaGoned^the deirofiog of their cm^wri 
Mahomet IV. the year folio wing* 

We dill not proceed on our jouriiay till tb< 
twenty-thirdj when we paflcd through Adam an« 
Todowar, both conOderable towns, when in th< 
hands of the Turkg, but now quite ruined* Th« 
remains^ however, of fome Turkifli towns, (kow 
fomething of what they have been. This pafi 
of the country is very much overgrown widi 
wootf, and little frequented. ^Pis incredibh 
what vail numbers of wild*fowl we faw, whii^b 
often live here to a good old age, — and undisturfi 

by guns J in ^uiet Jleep. ^We came, tie fi« 

and twentieth, to Mohatch, and were fiiowd 
' the field near it, where Lewis, the young ktn| 
of Hungary, . loft his army and his life, beifij 
drowned in a ditch, trying to fly from Balybett«| 
general of Solyman the Magnificent. Thisbat^ 
tie opened the firft paflage for the Turks in« 

the heart of Hungary. 1 don't name to yoi 

the little villages, of which I can fay nothin] 
remarkable ; but I'll aflure you, I have alway 
found a warm ftove, and great plenty, particJ 
arly of wild boar, vtnifon, and all kinds oigibi^ 
The few people that inhabit Hungary, live eafil 
enough ; they have no money j. but the woo^ 
and plains aiFord them provifion in great abut 
dance ; they were ordered to give us all thin} 
jicccUhry, even what hoifes we ^leafed to den 
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gnris ; but Mr- W would not o;>prefs 

WT country people, by making ufc oi t}iis 
1 and always paid them to the full worth 
tat we had. They were fo furprifcd at this 
«ftcd geuerofity, which they are vcr\' lit- 
fdto, that they always preilcil upon us, :tc 
gf a dozen of fat pheafants, or li»mctiiiiig 
t fort, for a prcfent. Their drcfs is very 
ivej being only a plain (liecp's Ikin, and a 
id boots of the fame ilufF. You may cafily 
le this lafts them many winters ; and thus 
lave very little occaTion for money. The 
f-fixth, wc pafled over the frozen Danube 
dl our equipage and carriages. Wc met 
: other fide General Veterani, w!io invited 
ith great civility, to pafs the night at a little 

of his, a few miles oA-*, aflUring us, wc 
[ have a very hard day's journey 10 reach 
This we found but too true, tiic woods 
very dangerous, and fcarce palTablc, from 
ft quantity of wolves that hoard in them. 
:amc however, fafe though late, to Elllrk, 
I we ftaid a day, to difpatch a courier with 
5 to the bafla of Belgrade ; and I took that 
tunity of feeing the town, which is not very 

but fair built, and well fovtilied. This was 
^n of great trade, very rich, and populous, 

in the hands of tlie 'Turks. It is fituiitcd on 
)rave, which runs into the Danube. The 
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wait then took poffefTion of it for tlie cmpc 
whofe hunds it has remained ever finccj an 
deemed one u( the bulwarks of Hungary- 
twenty-eight, we wem to Bocorwarj a ver 
Rafcian towuj dl W-ilt after the nnanDCT 
liefcribed to you. We were met there by 

lie I — — 1 who would not fuller us toj 

where but ta his quarccrsj where 1 found hi; 
a very agreeable Hungarian lady, and his 
und daughter, two pretty young w^omenj c 
cd into three or four Rafcian houfes, caft tnt 
and made as neat and eonvenient as thofe 
are capable of being made* The llongari 
dies arc mucli handfonier than thofe of A 
All the Vienna beauties are of that country 
arc generally very fair and well-fhaped ; and 
drefs, 1 think, U extremely becoming. Th 
was in a gown of fcarlet velvety lined and 
with fabler*, made exa£l to her ihapSj i^u<\ th 
falling lo her feet- The fleeves are ilrait t< 
arms, and the ilays buttoned before, %vitl 
rows of little buttons of gold, pearl, or di^in^ 
On their heads they wear a taflel of gold, 
hangs low on one fide»^ lined with fable, or 
other fine fur. — ^They gave ns a handfome < 
and I thought the converfation very polite j 
greable. They would accompany us part < 
way. — The twenty^-ninth, we arrived here, ^ 
"we were met by the commanding office 
the head of all the officers of the garrifon. 
are lodged in the bed apartment of the gove 
houfe, and entertained in a very fplendid 
ner, by the emperor's order. We wait here i 
points are adjufted, concerning our reccpti< 
the Turkifh frontiers. Mi.'W-^ 's co 
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' whom he fait from Eflck, returned this morning, 
, with the bafTa's anfwcr in a purfc of fcarlct fatin, 
which the interpreter here has tranflated. TU 
topromife him to be honourably received. I dc- 
firod him to apoint where he would be met by 
icTurkifli convoy. — He has defpatched the cou- 
rier back, naming Betlko, a vilhjre in the mid- 
wajr between Peterwaradin and Belgrade. Wc 

ftafl flay here till we receive his anfwcr. 

Thus dear filler, I have given you a very particu- 
lar, and \ I am afraid you'll think) a tedious ac- 
count of this part of my travels. It was not an 
iffeftation of fhowing my reading, that has made 
me tell you fome little fcraps of the hiftory of the 
towns I have paffed through ; I have always 
avoided any thing of that kind, when I ipoke of 
places that I believe you knew the (lory of as well 
as myfelf. But Hungary being a part of the 
world, which I believe quite new to you, I 
Aought you might read with fome pleafure, an 
account of it, which I have been folicitous to get 
from the beft hands. However, if you don't 
like it, *tis in your power to forbear reading it. 
1 am, dear filler, l^c. 

I AM promifed to have this letter carefully fent 
to Vienna, 




Belgrade J Feb. i%* O. S. 171 

T DID verily Intend to write you a long Ic 
^ from Pettrwaradinj where I e3£pc£led to ftaj 
tJiree or four days ; but tlie balTa here was in fach 
hafle to fee us, that he difpatchcd the comm 
buck (which Mr, W — —had fent to know tic 
time he would fend the convoy to meet ue} witi' 
out fuffering him to pull off his boots, Mj 
letters were not thought important enough tc 
flop our journey ; and we left Peterwuradin, th< 
next day, being waited on by the chief officers 
thcgarrifon, and a conQderable convoy of Ger 
mans and Rafciana, The emperor has ferera 
regiments of tli-efe people ; but^to fay the truth 
they are rather plunderers than foldiers j \m 
ing no pay, and being obliged to furnifli thci 
owm arms and horfeSj they rather look like vaga 
bond gyplleSj or ftout beggar^:, than regula 
troops, I cannot forbear fpeaking a word ofthi 
race of creatures, who are very numerous all ove 
Hungary. They have a patriarch of their ow 
at Grand Cairo, and are really of the Gree 
church ; but their extreme ignorance gives the 
priefts occafion to impofe feveral new notioi 
upon them. Thefe fellows letting their ha 
nnd beard grow inviolate, make exactly ll 
Sgure of the Indian bTamm^. '"CVve.^ -^xe. V^ns 
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all the money of the laity ; for which^ 
, they give them formal paiTports, figned 
d, for heaven ; and the wives and cbil- 
J inherit the houfe and cattle. In mod 

Qts they follow the Greek church. 

le digreflion has interrupted my telling 
: pafied over the fields of CarlowitZj 
he laft great viftory was obtained by 
agene over the Turks. The marks of 
ous, bloody day mre yet recent, the field 
t ftrewed with the (culls and carcafes 
led men, horfes, and camels. I could 
without horror, on fuch numbers of 

human bodies^ nor without refie£ling 
ijuftice of war, that makes murder not 
eCary, but meritorious. Nothing feems 
dainer proof of the irrationality of man- 
latever fine claims we pretend to reafon) 
rage with which they conteft for a fmall 
TTOund, when fuch vaft parts of fruitful 
quite uninhabited. Tis true, cuftora 

made it unavoidable ; but can their be 
• demonftration of want of reafon, than 

1 being firmly eftablifhed, fo plainly con- 
the intereft of man in general ? I am a 
al inclined to believe Mr. Hobbs, that 
of nature is 2LJtateof ivar ; but thence I 
z human nature not rational, if the word 
neans common fenfe, as I fuppofc it does, 
great many admirable arguments to fup- 
5 refieftion 5 1 won't however trouble you 
;m, but return, in a plain ftylc, to the 
if my travels. 

y^ie. met at I3ctiko (a village in tVia md- 
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Tvay between Belgf ade ami Peterwan 
^^ of the jaDtzarics, with a body of 
cecding the Germans by one hun 
though die baffa liad enagaged to fe 
the fame number:. You may judge 
their fears, I am really per ftiaded, that 
thought the odda of one hundred me 
even with the Germatis i however, ] 
uneafy till they were parted, fearing 3 
rel might arife, notwithftanding the pa 
We came late to Belgrade, the deep i 
ing the afceiit to it very difficult. 1( 
fcong city, fortified on the eaU fide by 
be, and on the fouth, by the river Savj 
formerly the barrier of Hungary- 1 
taken by Solyman the Magnificent j s 
by the emperor's forces, led by the 1 
Bavaria. The emperor held it only t 
it being retaken by the grand vizier. 
fortified with the utmoft care and Ikill 
are capable of, and ftrengthened by 2 
merous garrifon of their braveft janiza 
manded by a baifa fcraflder (1. e. gcner 
this laft exprefiion is not very juft ; 
truth, the feralkier is commanded by 
aries. Thcfe troops have an abfolutt 
here, and their condu£l carries much 
afpe£t of rebellion, than the appearai 
bordination. You may judge of this 1 
lowing flory, which, at the fame time, 
you an idea of the admirahie intellige: 
governor of Peterwaradin, though fo i 
diflant. We were told by him at Pete 
th^t the gairiibn and inhabitants of 
were fo weary of the t«^> tlxK^ had k 
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about twb months ago, in a imitiny, be* 
he had fufFered himfclf to be prevailed u- 
by a bribe of five parfes, (five hundred 
is Sterling), to give pcrmiffion to the Tar- 
ravage the German frontiers. We were 
irell pleafed to hear of fuch favourable dif- 
3ns in the people i but when we came 
r^ we found the governor had been ill in- 
id, and the real truth of the ftory to be this, 
ate baifa fell under the difpleafure of his 
:rS| for no other reafon, but rellraining their 
fionson the Germans, i'hejr took it into their 
^from that mildnefs, thathe had intelligence 
the enemy, and fent fuch information to 
rand fignior at Adrianople ; but, redrefs 
;oming quick enough from thence, they af- 
led tl\emfelves in a tumultuous manner, 
by force, dragged their bafla before the cadi 
uufti, and there demanded jullice in a mu- 
s way ; one crying out, Why he protedled 
ifidels ? Another, Why he fqueezcd them 
leir money ? Tlie bafla eafily gueifing 
purpofe, calmly replied to them, that they 
him too many queftions, and that he had 

>ne life which muft aafwer for all. ^ 

then immediately fell upon him with 
fcimitars, (without waiting the fentence 
eir becids of the law), and in a few mo- 

s cut him in pieces. ^The preieut baf- 

is not dared to punifli tlie murder ; on 
)ntrary, he affedled to applaud the aftors 
IS brave fellows, that knew to do themfelves 
e. He takes all pretences of throwing mo- 
among the garrilbn, and fufFers them to 
little excurri?ps into Hung;\Ty, -wK^x^ tl\e^ 
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burn fotne poor R^fcian houfes. 

You may imagine 1 cannot t>e verjr eafy ifl 
town which is really under the government of I 

infolentfoldicry, ^WeeKpe£led to be immed 

ately difmilla!, after a night's lodging here i but 
ihe baiTu detains us tiU he recei?es orders from 
Adrianople, which may poffiblyi be a month 
a-comiog* In the mean time, we are lodged i^ 
one of the beft houfes belonging to a very con- 
fiderable man amongft them, and have a whole 
chamber of janizaries to guard us. My only di- 
verfiOTi is the canTcrfation of our hoft Achmet 
Beg, a tillc fomc thing like that of count in 
Germany. JHts father was a great baifa, and he 
has been educated in the moil polite eaftem 
learnings being pa'feflly ikilled in the Arabic and 
Pcrllan languages^ and an extraordinary fcrib^j 
which they call effcndh This accompli fhmenfe 
fiiakes way to the greatcft preferments; but 
he has had the good fenfe to prefer an eafy quictj 
fecure life, to all the dangerous honours of the 
• Porte • He fups with us every night, and 
drinks wine very freely^ You cannot imagine 
how much he is delighted with the liberty of 
converfing witli me. Me has explained to me 
many pieces of Arabian poetry, which, I 
obferve, arc numbers not unhke ours, general- 
ly of an alternate verfe, and of a very mufical 
found. Their exprcffions of love are very pat 
Iionate and lively. I am fo much pleafed with 
them I really believe I ihould learn to read Arabic, 
if I was to ftay here a few months. He lias tt 
very good library of their books of all ktnds^ 

and, 35 he tells me, fpends the grcateft part of 
his life there. I pafs tone a p^?sl fcVtolw with 

im by relating to huxi forcvc oi xScifc'S^x^^* 
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I, which I find are genuine. At firil he he- 
rd I underftood Perfian. I have frequent 
iitcs with Um, concerning the diiTercncc of 
cuftoms, particular! ]F the confinement of 
ten. He afiures me, there is nothing at 
a it ; only, £iys he, we have the ad van - 

that when our wWes cheat us, nobody 
rs it. He has wit, and is more polite 
many Chriftian men of quality. I nm very 
li entertained with him.-«^— He has had 
curioCty to make one of our fervants fet 
aa alphabet of our letters, and can already 
: a good Roman hand. But thefe amufe- 
ts do not hinder my wifliing heartily to 
mt of tiiis place ; thou^ the weather is 
IT than I believe it ever was, any where, 

in Greenland. We hajve a very brgo 

: conftantly kept hot, and yet the windows 

le room are frozen on the in fide. Govt 

vs when I may have an opportunity of 
ing this letter : but I have written it, for 
difcharge of my ovn conlciencci and 

cannot now reproach me, that one of 
s makes ten of mine. Adieu. 
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ler Royal hlghnefs the Princcfs of Wales.* 

jidriattopUj April I. O. S. 1717. 
lAVE now, madam, finiflied a journey that 
has not been undertaken by any Chriitian, 

• The late Queen Caroauc. 

11 2 
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ilncc the time of the Greek emperors : ; 
Jlidl not reirret all the fatigues 1 have fu 
in it, if it gives mc an opportunity of an 
your Rp H. hy an account of pbc^s otteri 
knnwji ajnonjrti: us ; the cmptror's ambafTj 
and thofe few Englidi that have come h 
always going on the Danube to Nicopolis^ 
the river was now frozen, and Mr, W 
Was fo zealous for the fiJTvice of his ms 
that he would not defer his journey, to w: 
the conveniency of that paflage. We croffi 
defer ts of Servia, aim oft quite overgrown 
wood, though a country naturally fertile^ 
inhabitants are induftrious j but the oppr 
of the peafants is fo great, they are fon 
abandon their houfesj and ncgle€l tlieir ti 
all they have, being a prey to the janiz 
whenever they pleafe to feize upon it. 
had a guard of five hundred of thea^i : 
M^as almoft in tears every day, to fee tJid 
folencies in the poor villages tlirough '^ 

we paifed- After feven days trav< 

through thick woods, we came to Nifla, 
the capital of Scrvia, fituated in a fine pla 
the river NifFavaj in a very good air, ar 
fruitful a foil, that the great plenty is h 
credible- I was certainly aflbred, that 
quantity of wine laft vintiige was fo prodi( 
that they were forced to dig holes in the 
to put it in, not having vefTtls enow in the 
to hold it* The happincfs of this plen 
fcarce perceived by the opprefled peopl 
faw here a new occafion for my compa 
The wretches that had provided t^'enty wa| 
for our bnggagc from 'fteX^T^^e \\\ti\tt for £ 
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MTC, being all fent back without payment, 

of their horfos lamed, and others kiUcil, 
>ut anjr fatisfafllon made for them. The 

fellows came round the houfe, weeping 
tearing their h&ir and beafds in a molt 
il manner, without getting any thing but 
s from the infolent ibldiers. I cannot ex- 

to your R. H. how much I was moved 
lis fcene. I would have paid them the 
:y out of my own pocket, with all my heart ; 
t would have been giving fo much to the 
who would have taken it from them with- 
iny rcmorfe. After four days journey from 
place, over the mountains, we came to 
lia, iituated in a large beautiful plain on the 

Ifca, and furrounded with diftant moun- 
. *Tis hardly poffible to fee a more agree- 
landfcape. The city itfelf is very large, and 
mely populous. Here are hot baths, very 
us for their medicinal virtues. 

days journey from hence, we arrived at 
ppopolis, after having pafled the ridges 
een the mountains of Haemus and Rhodope, 
fi arc always covered with fnow. This 

is (ituated on a rifing ground near the 

Hebrus, and is almoft wholly inhabited 
rreek.q i here are ftill fome ancient Chrif- 
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and the perpetual fpringthcy enjoy, makes <vfrf 
thing gay and flourifliing. But this climate^ 
happy as it feems, can never be prefcnrcd to 
England, with all its frofts an4 fhows^ wfaft '■ 
we are blefied with an eafy government, under ] 
a king who makes his own happinefs confift,^ 
in the liberty of his people, and choofes rather;; 
to be looked upon as their father than their; 

mafter. ^This theme would carnr rac Vdy- 

far, and lam fenfible^liave already tixed out ! 
your R. H/s patience. But my letter is fa. 
your hands, and you may make it as fliort asymi ] 
pleafe, by dirowing it into the fire, when weirtf \ 
of reading it. I am, madam, with the greateft - 
rcfpeft, &V- . ) 



LETTER XXVL. 
To tlie L^dy 



Adrianopley April i : O. S. 1 7 1 7., 

I AM now got into a new world, where every 
thing I fee appears^to me a change of fcene \, 
imd 1 write to your ladyihip with fome content 
of mind, hoping at leaft, that you will find 
the charm of novelty in my letters,, and no 
longer reproach me, that I tell you nothing ci- 
traordinary I wont trouble you with a re^ 
lation of our tedioiis journey j but I muft ©ot 
omit what I faw remarkable at Sophia, one 
of tlie mod beautiful towns in the Turkifli 
empire^ and famous for its \vo\. \i;)»Sfei^^ libax 
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are refortcci to both for diverfion and licalih. 
I (lopped here one day, on purpofe to fee 
them ; and, defigning to go incognito^ I hh*cd 
a Turkifli coach. Thcfe voitures are not at 
all like ours, but much more conrenicnt for 
the pountry, the heat being fo great, that glalles 
would be very troublefome. Wty arc made a 
good deal in the manner of the Dutch ftaf^e coa- 
ches, having wooden lattices painted and gilded ; 
the infide being alfo painted with bafkets and 
nofegays of flowers, intermixed commonly with 
litde poetical mottos. They are covered all 
over with fcarlet cloth, lined with (ilk, and 
▼ery often richly embroidered and fringed. 
This covering entirely hides the perfons in 
them, but may be thrown back at plcafure, 
and thus permits the ladies to j^eep through 
the lattices^ They hold four people very con- 
veniently, feated on cuihions, but not raifed. 

In one of thefe covered waggons, I went to 
the bagnio about ten o^clock. It was already full 
of women. It is built of ftone, in thefhape of 
a dome, with no windows, but in the roof, which 
gives light enough. Therewere five of thefc 
domes joined together, the outmoll being Icfs 
than the reft, and ferving only as a hall, where 
the portrefs ftood at the door. Ladies of quality 
generally give this woman a crown or ten fliil- 
hngs ; and I did not forget that ceremony. The 
next room is a very large one paved with marble, 
and all round it are two raifed fofns, of marble, 
one above another. There were four fountains 
of cold water in this room, falling firft into 
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marble baibnsj and then running on the flo< 
little channels made far that parpofe, which 
Tied the ftreams into the next roonii fometl 
2ef& than this, with the f;ime fort of marble fi 
but fo hot with fteams of fulphur proccet 
from the baths joining to it, it was impofEbl 
iiay there with one's clothes on.. The two o 
domes were the hot bathsj one of which 
cocks of cold water turning into it, to temp 
to what degree of warmth the batliers pkafc 
tave. 

I WAS in my travelling habit j which is a. 
ing-drcfsj and certainly appeared very ea^trac 
nary to them. Yet there was not one of them 
fhowed the leail furpri^e or impertinent curio 
but received me with all the obliging civility; 
fible. 1 know no European court, M^h^re tb< 
dies would have behaved themfeives in fo poli 
manner to fuch a ftranger. I believe, upon 
whole, there were two hundred women, and 
none of thofedifdainful fmiles and fatirical w 
pers, that never fail in our aircmblies, when 
body appears that is not drcfled exaftly in 
faChion. They repeated over and over to n 

"UZELLE, PEK UZELLE," which IS notl 

but, Charming^ very charming,-'— -IlYiq firil f 
were covered with cufliions and rich carpets, 
which fat the ladies ; and on the fecond, ti 
flavcs behind them, but without any diftin^ 
of rank by their drefs, all being in the flat 
nature, that is in plain Englifh, ftark nal 
without any beauty or defe6l concealed. 
there was not the leaft wanton fmile or immo< 
geflure amongft them. T\ve^ w^^^-wi^Yw: 
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with die fame majeftick grace, which Milton d'j- 
fcribes our general mother with. There were 
many ainongil them, as exa^^ly proportioned as 
ever any goiddefs was drawn by the pencil of a 

Guide or Titian^ and moil of their (kins 

ihiningly white, only attorned by their beautiful 
kair divided into many trefles, hanging on their 
flioulders, braided either with pearl or ribbon, 
perfeftly reprefenting the figures of the Graces. 

I WAS here convinced of the truth of a reflec- 
tion I have often made, That if it %vere thefajhion 
t9 p naked tie face ivould be hardly obferved. I 
perceived that the ladies of the moft delicate ikins 
and fined fliapes, had the greateft (hare of my 
admiration, though their faces were fometimcs 
Icfs beautiful than thofe of their companions. To 
tell you the truth, I had wickednefs enough, to 
^fli fecretly, that Mr, Gervais could have been 
there invifible. I fancy it would have very much 
improved his art, to fee fo many fine women na- 
ked, in difierent poftures, fome in converfation, 
fome working, others drinking coffee or flierbet, 
ami many riegligently lying on their cuiliioas, 
^hile their ilaves (generally pretty girls of feven- 
teen or eighteen ) were employed in braiding 
their hair in feveral pretty fancies. In (liort, it is 
the womens coffee -houfe, where all the news of 

the town is told, foandal invented, &c. ^They 

generally take this diverfion once a week, and 
tay there at leafl four or five hours, without get- 
ing cold by immediate coming out of the hot 
>ath, into the cool room, which was very furpriz- 
ng to me. The lady, that feemcd the mofl con- 
idersblc amoiig them, entreated oie to fit by 




hcT, and would fain have undreiTed mc for ( 
bath* I excufcd myfelf with fome difiicuky^ 
They being however all fo carneit in perfuadiDg 
me, I was at kit forced to open my fliirt, and 
{how ihcm my ftnys ; which fati&fied them very 
-well ; for, I faw, they believed I was locked up 
in that niachinej and that it was not in my own 
power to open hy which contriTance they attri- 
btitcd to my hiilhandf^-^I was chaTmed with 
their civility and beauty, and iliould have been 
very pkd to pafs more time with them ; but 

&Ir* W ref Giving to pursue his journey nert 

morning early, Iwas in haile to fee the ruiDSof 
Juftinian's chiiTchj which dad not afford me fei^ 
greable a profpe^ as Ihad left, being littk xnoEt 
than a heap of ftones. ^h 

Adieu, Madam : I am fure I have now cntee* 
tained you with an act'ount of fuch a fig lit, ws 
you never faw in your life, jiud what no book rf 
travels could inform you of, a^ it i« no lefs than 
death for a man to be found in one of thefe phcts 



LETTER XXVJI. 
To the Abbot — — . 
MrianopleyA^xWi. O.S. 1 7 17,. 

YG U fee that I am very exaft in keeping the 
promife you engaged me to make. I know 
not, however, whether your curiofity will be fatls- 
ficd with the accQunU 1 {h^U^we you, thou^ 1 
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can afliire you, the defire I haTe to oblige jrou to 
the utmoft of mjr power, has made me very ililU 
gent in my inquiries and obfervations. It is cer- 
tain we have but very imperfedl accounts of the 
maimers and religion of thefe people : this part 
rf the world being feldom vifited, but by mer- 
chxats, who mind little but their own afiairs ; or 
travellers, who make too fhort a (lay to be able 
to report any thing exa£lly of their own knovv- 
Mge. The Turks are too proud to converfe fa- 
miliarly with merchants, who can only pick up 
some .confttfed informations, which are generally 
falfc, and can give no better account of the ways 
licte, than a French refugee, lodging in a garret 
in Greek-ftreet, could write of the court of 
England. The journey we have made from Bel- 
grade hither, cannot poflibly be pafled by any out 
ofapublick charafter, The defert woods of 
Servia, are the common refuge of thieves, who 
nA fifty in a company, fo that we had need of 
all our guards to fecure us ; and the villages are 
fo poor, that only force could extort from them 
ficccflary ptovifions. Indeed the janizaries had 
no mercy on their poverty, killing all the poultry 
and iheep they could find, without alking to 
whom they belorrged ; while the wretched own- 
ers durft not put in their claim, for fear of being 
katen. Lambs juft fallen, geefe and turkies big 
^th egg, all maffacred without diftinfton ! 1 
fencied I heard the complaints of Meliboeus for 
the hope of his flock. When the baflas travel, 
it is yet worfe. Thefe opprelFors are not content 
inth eating all tliat is to be eaten belonging to 
he peafants ; after tliey have crammed themfelves 
md their numerous retinue, the hwe tte \tu^u- 



dence to exaft what they cal! iteth-nmnsyj ix contri^ 
bution for the ufc of their teeth, worn with do- 
ing them the honour of devouring their meat, 
Thb is literally and cxailiy true, hovi'Gvcr extt*- 
vagant it may Icem ; and fach is tlie natural cor- 
ruption of a military government, their religon 
not allowing of this barbarity, any more than Qors 
does. 

I HAD the advantage of lodging three weeks 
at Belgrade with a principal effendi, that is ta 
fay, a fcholar. Thtti fet of men are equally ca* 
pable of preferments in the law or church, thete 
two fcicnces being calt into one, and a lawyer 
and a prielt being the fame word in the Turkifli 
language/ They arc the only men really con- 
fiderable in the empire ; all the pro li table em- 
ployments and church revenues are in their 
l^antis- The grand fignior, though general heir 
to his people, never pre fumes to touch their 
lands or money which ^o in an uninterruptc*i 
fuccelfion, to their children. It is true, they 
k>fe this privilege, by accepting a place at court, 
or the title of balTa \ but there are few examples 
of fuch fc^ols among tliem. You may eafily 
judge of the power of ihefc men, who have 
cngrofled all the learning, and almoll all 
the wealth of the empire. It is they that arc 
the real authors,though the foldiers are the , aftors 
of revolutions. They depofcd the late fultan Mu* 
flipha ; and their power is fo well known, that 
it is the emperor's interell to flatter them. 
Tkis is a long digrellion. I was going to tell 
yoa, that an intimate, daily converHit'on with the 
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i&ndi Achmet-beg, gave mc an opportunity of 
[Qoving their religion and morals in a more 
larticular manner than perhaps any ChrlRian 
rer dki. I explained to him the diiierence be- 
ween the religion of KnglaiKl and Rome ; and 
te was pleafed to hear there were Chriftians 
hat did not ^'orfliip ims^es, or adore the virgin 
tiary. The ridicule of tranfubftantiation ap- 
tcarcd very ftrong to him.— Upon compil- 
ing our creeds together, I am convinced, that 
Four friend Dr. — — had free liberty of prcach- 
nghcre, it would be very eafy to pcrfuade the 
;encrality to Chriflianity, vrhofc notions arc 
ery little different from his. Mr. Whifton 
n)uld make a very good apoftle here. I don't 
loubt but his zeal Mill be mucli fired, if you 
communicate this account to him ; but tell him, 
le muft firft have the gift of tongues, before 
lecan poflibly beofanyufe- — Rlahomctanifm 
s divided into as many feds as Chiiftianity •, 
ni the firil inditution as much ncgletled and 
hfcured by interpretations. I cannot here 
oAcar refie£ling on the natural inclination of 

nankind, to make myfteries atid novelties. 

Die Zeidi, Kudi, Jabari, &c. put me in mind 
'f the Catholicks, Lutherans, and Calvinills, 
nd are equally zealous again ft one another.— 
Jut the mod prevailing opinion, if you fcarch 
ito the fccret of the effcndis, is plain dcifm. — 
his is indeed kept from the people, who are 
mufcd virith a thoufiind dillerent notions, ac- 
ording to the different intcrelt of their preach- 

rs. ^There are very few amongft them( Ach- 

ict-beg denied tl\ere were -Any } fo abfurd as to 
Jt up for wit, by declaring Uicy believe no 
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God at alU And Sir Paul Rycaut^Is 
( as he comoionly is } in catting the fa 
(i, e. t^eficrd wiik us) athcifts* they b< 
whofe impiety confifts in maiing a je 
prophet- Adimet*beg did next own ^ 
he was of this opinion i but made no 
deviating from fojne pait of ^laJioi 
by drinkitig wine with the fame fn 
did. "Wlien I afked him how he ^am 
iiimfetf that hberty ? he made anfwe 
the creatures of God are goodt and d 
the ufc of man ; however, that die | 
of wine was a very wife maxinii and 
the common people, being the fourcc 
orders among tl them j but, that th 
uc^xr dcfigned to confine thofe that 
to ufc it with moderation ; neverthclei 
that fcanxial ouglu to be avoided, an 
never drank it in publlck- This is t 
way of thinking amongft them, and \xi 
bear drinking wine, that are able to a 
He affured me, that, if I undcrftood 
fhould be very well pleafed with read in 
ran, which is fo farirom the^nonfenfe 
it with, that it is the pureft morality 
in the very beft language. I have ii 
impartial Chriftians fpeak of it in the i 
ner \ and I don't doubt but tliat all oi 
tions ar^ fromcopies got from the Gre 
who would not failjto falfify it with th 
ty of malice. No body of men ever 
ignorant, or more corrupt; yet the; 
little from the Romifh church that,! c< 
thmg gives me a greater abhorrence of 
ty oiyouT clergy* tWmlvc W^b^ous p 
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m^ whenever they have been their ma(lerd| 
other reafon tha^ their not acknowledg- 
e pope. The diflenting in that one article, 
»t them the^itles of hereticks and fchifma^ 
and^ what is worfe, the fame treatment.— » 
id at Philippopolis a {eA of Cht iilians that 
hemfclves Paulines^ Tliey fhow an old 
1, where, they fay, St. Paul preached ; 
i- 1$ their favourite faint, after the fame 
:r that St.. Peter is at Rome ; neither do 
brget to give him the fame preference over 
ft af the apoftles* 

r of all the religions I have feen,. that of 
mourns feems to me the moft particular ; 
ire natives of Arnountlich, the ancient 
ionia, and ftiU retain the courage and 
lefs, though they have loft the name of 
lonians,. being the beft militia in the Tur- 
:mpire, and the only check upon the jani- 
. They are foot foldiers -y we had a guard 
lem relieved in every conliderable town 
iffed ; they are all clothed and armed at 
)wn*expcnce,drefredin clean, white coarfc 
carrying guns of a prodigious length, 
I they run with upon their fhoulders, as if 
lid not feel the weight of them, the leader 
g a fort of .rude tune, not unpleafant, and 
ft making up the chorus. Thefe people liv- 



an Sun day j faying, for their excufe^ tbat altJ 
day of jncfgemetitj they arc fure of protcflio 
fro0it}ie true prophcr 5 l>at which that is, the 
arc not abk to dcternnhie in this world, I Ik 
Ikve there is no other race of man kind » wl*o ha^ 
fo modcfl aiL opinion of their own capa^ifty. 

Th^sc are the remarks I have niade». on tfi 

diYcrfity of religions I have feen- I do<i*t ai 
your pardon for (Jie liberty I ha%^e taken in fpcal 
tng of tlie Romaiip I know you equally condep 
the quackery of ail churches, as much as you rl 
vere the facrcd truths, in which we both agrei 

You mil eipefl I Qiould fay fometliiiig 10 ytf 
of the antiquities of this country j but there at 
few remains of ancient Greece. We paffird nea 
the piece of an arch, which is commoDly calk 
Trajan^s Gate, from a fuppofition^ that he mad 
it to flmt up the paffage ovtit the mountain; 

iatween Sophia and PhiHppopolis, . ..■. jvj 

'Btit I rather believe it the: remains o£ fonh 
triumphal arch, (though I could not fee an 
infcription); for if that paflagc had been {\n 
up, there are many others thnt would ferve fc 
the nvirch of ran atpi3r:: and notwid^aitMybi 
th« flory .of.Baklwfih Earl of ' F!andet« ! beiri 
overthrowilf in.' thefe . ftraits,! aftxtr he won r Gob 
ftanttnoplc, I don't iancy the Germans' won! 
find themfeh'esr ftopfied by them at this ds] 
Tis true, the road is now made i (wilh gr« 
indtrftry) as commodious as poifibk foh th 
march of the Turkiihr army>f,thcrc( is.nc 
one^ ditA or puddle between this ,plice an 
MeJgrzdCi. tbit has nbt.^i.te^,ft>tQ\i^:bridg 
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aki built o?er il 1 but the precipices are 
terrible as I had heard them reprefcnted. 
fe mountains we Ittj at the little village 
I wholly inhabited oy Chriftians, as all 
ifants of Bulgaria are. Their houfes are 
g but jittle huts, raifed of dirt baked in 
1 % and they leave them* and fly into the 
suns, fdme months before the march of 
arkifli armyi who would elfe entirely ruin 
by driving away their whole flocks. This 
Aon fecures them in a fort of plenty y for, 
aft trails of land lying in> common, they 
he liberty of fowing what they pleafe, and 
nerallv very induftrious hufbandmen. I 
here teveral forts of delicious wine. The 
a drefs themfelves in a great variety of co- 
. glafs beads,, and are not ugly, but of a 
complexion.- I have now told you all 
s worth telling you and perhaps more, 
ig to my journey. When I am at Gon- 
icple, I'll try to pick up fome curiofitiesi 
len you ihall hear again from, 

Tours, fey. 



LETJTER SXVm. 
To the Co^ntfi^ of B' 



jidrimno^hy April i. O. S. 17 17. 

AS I never can forget die fmtlkftaf ycHil 
lady(bip's comnian<ls5 my iirlt buliiwfi 
bcrcr^ has been to en«^iiire afier the ilati^ pu 
ordered me to look for, without being abfe 
to find what you would Jil^e. The dii^ret)€( 
of the d re ft here and pt London is fo grcif 
the fame fort of things are not proper for mfian^ 
atid nmfftmuu Howeverj I will not give ovc: 
my fearch, but renew it again at Gonftaiitinopk 
though 1 have reafon to .believe there is noth 
'* ing filler than vihat is to be found, here, as thi 
pl^ U at prcfent the reCdence of ihe couri 
The grand figiiior'a eldeft daughter was marrki 
Ibme few days before I came iiithcr i atid, upoi 
that occafion» the Turkiih ladies difplay aJ 
their magnificence. The bride was conducted t 
her hufband's houfe in ytry great fplendoui 
She is widow of the late vizier, who was killet 
at Pcterwaradin, though that ought rather t 
be called a contraA than a marriage, Once fh 
never has lived with him ; however, the greatel 
part of his wealth is hers. He had the per 
miffion of vifiting her in the feraglio ; and 
being one of the handfomeft men in the em 
pire, had very much engaged her afFeftioni 

When {he faw this fecond hufband, wh< 

is at leaft fifty, (he couVA uoi ioiV« W\(lin| 
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into tears. Hfe is indeed a man of nrerit, ;r.id 
the declared favourite of the fultaii iwhicli ihey 
call iH!>fflyp)\h}ckt that is not- enough to make 
him plclling lii the" eyes of a girl of thir- 
teen. 

The government here U entirely in the liands 
of the army. The grand figniur, with all" his 
abfolute power,, is as much a (lave as any of liis 
fubjcfts, and trembles at a janizary's frown ^ 
Here is, indeed, a much greater appearance of 
fubjtflion xh^n amohgft us ; a minitlcr of ilate 
is not. td be fpoken to, but iipon the knee ; 
ftK)old a refleflion on his condud^ be dropt in 
a cofllee-boufe (for they have fpies every where) 
the houfe would be raz'd to the ground, and 
perhaps the whole company put to the torture. 
No hmzaitig mobsy fenfelefs pamphlets^ itfid tavern 
diffntes aHut poirtkks: 

Aconfequential ill that freedom draws ; 
A bad efieCb, — ^but from a noble caufe* 

None of our harmlefs calling names ! but, when 
a minitter here difpleafes the people, in three 
'wHws time, he is dra^^ijgtd even from his mafter's 
»mw. They cut tffF his hdnds, head, and feet, 
and throw them before the palace-gate, with 
all the refpeft in the world ; while the fultan 
(to whom they all profefs an unlimited adora- 
tion) fits trembling in his apartment, . and dares 
neither defend nor revenge his favourite. This 
i» the blefltd . condition of the moll abfolute 
monarch upon caifth,- who owns no Liiv but his 
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I CAKKOT help wiQiing, in the loyalty of 
my heart, that the parliament would lend hither 
a Ihip-load of your paflivc obedient men, that 
they might fee arbitrary government in, ica 
ckarcilj ilrongcft light, where 'tis hard to judge, 
whether the pnncei people or miniJter^.are moii 
miferable. I could make many refictlions oa 
this fuhjeft; but I know. Madam, yo\ir own. 
good fenie has already furniftied you with better 
than I am capable of* 

I WENT ycfterday along^ with the French 
bafTadrefs to fee the grand fignior in his paiTiJ 
to the mofque. He wa^ preceded by a nu 
ous guard of janizaries^ withyalt white feathti 
an their heads, as alfo by ihc/pnhii and hstifffgit^ 
{thefe are foot and horfe gaurds) and the royal 
gardeiierSj which are a very considerable body of 
mcHj drefled in different habits of fine \ivdj 
colours, fo that at a diftance, they appeared like 
a parterre of tulips. After them the aga of the 
janizaries, in a robe of purple velvet, lined widi 
filver tilTue, his horfe led by two flaves richly 
drefied. Next hjm the kyzlier'aga (your lady- 
fhip knows, this is the chief guardian of the 
fcraglio ladies) in a deep ycUow cloth (whidv 
fuited very well to his black face) lined with 
fables* Laft came his Sublimity himfelf, array- 
ed in green, lined with the fur of a black 
Mufcovite fox, which is fuppoied . worth a* 
thoufand pounds Sterling, and mounted on Sl/ 
fine horfe, with furniture embroidered vih(^ 
jewels. Six more her fes richly caparifoiiedt* 
were led after him *,. and two of his princms^i 
courtiers bore^ one l)&& ^qU, ^xi^ t£& odbei 
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er cofiee*pot, on a ftafF; another carried 
ftoolon his- head for him to fit on. 
lid be to tedious to tell your ladyfliip the 
I dreflcB 2md turbans by. which their rank 
nguiflied; but they were all extremely 
d gay, to the numbin' of fome thoufands $ 
, perhaps, there cannot be feen a more 
ul procefficn. The fulran appeared to 
ndfome man of about forty, with fomo* 
lowever, fevere in his countenance, and 
) very full and black. He happened to 
nder the window where wc itood, and, 
K>fe being toid who we. were) looked 
IS very attentively, foahatiwo had full 
to confider him. The French amba& 
agreed with me as to his good mcin. 
lat lady very often ; ihe is young,- and 
iverfation would be a great relief to me, 
old perfuade her to lire tvithout thofe 
and ceremonies thut make life formal 
sfoDiei- But (he is ib delighted with her 
, her four and twenty footmen, gentle- 
hersj &^. that fhe would ratiicr die than 
me a vific without them ; not to reckon a 
il of. attending damfels yclepM maids of 
. Wh^t veres me is, that as longas ftfe 
it me with a troobkfome equipage, I am 
toiio the fame : however our mucual in- 
lakes us much together. I went with 
t other day all round the town, in an 
\t chariot, with our joint train of atten- 
prccedcd by our gaurds who might h^ivc 
ned th^ people to fee what they had 
eeni nor ever perhaps would fee again, 
^1}^ ChTuVi^n aiivba(r^dref&e« ^ the fame 




itme. Tout kdyfhip may eafily Imagine, wc 
cItcw a vail crowd of fpe£latorSj but all Tilentaj 
death. If atiy of them had taken the libertici 
of our mohs upon any ilrange fight, our janiza- 
ries h:id made no fcruplc of f;i]ling on them 
with their fcymitars, without danger for h 
domg, being above law* Thtrft; peopk, however, 
^I mean the janizarie*), have fomc good quali- 
ties I they aie very zealous and faithful where 
they ferve, and look upon it as tfieir bufmcfg^to 
fight for you on all occafions* Of this I had a 
very plcafant inftance, in a viHage 011 this fide 
PhilJppopoll% wh«rc wc were niet by otir do- 
mcftick guards* I happened to befpeak pigeons 
for fuppcr, upon which one of my janizanei 
went immediately to the cadi (the cJyicf cbil 
officer of tlie tovtii) and ordered him t<i fcnd It 
fome dozens* The poor man anfwCTed, Thai 
he had already fent ahout, but could get none 
My janixaiyi in the height of his zeal for m) 
fcrvice, immediately locked him np prifoner i^ 
his room, teHing him he defcrved death foi 
his impudence^ m ofFq^ing to excufe his not 
obeying my command ; but, out of refpefl to 
me, he would not puniib him but by my order. 
Accordingly^ he came very gravely to me, to 
aflt what fliould be done to him 1 adding bf 
way of complimenti thatji if I plcafed, lie would 

bring me his head. ^Thia may give youjEbme 

idea of the unlimited power of thefe fellows, 
who are all fworn brothers,, and bound to rc-^ 
vcnge the injuries done to one another, wlic* 
therat Cahro,, Aleppo, or any part of the worU 
This inviolable league makes them fo powerful 
that the. g.re;atel\ xpaiv-^V ^ow^ Txcvet. freaks u 
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them bnt in a flattering tone ; and in Afia, any 
man that is rich is forced to enrol himfelf a 
jinizarjr, to fecurc his cftate. ^But I have al- 
ready faid enough y and I dare fwear, dear 
Madanii that by this time, 'tis a very comfort- 
able refleAion to you^ that there is no poflibi- 
Htj of your receiving fuch a tedious letter 
)>at once in fix montl^ ; 'tis that confideration 
Ins given me the a^urance of entertaining you 
fo ksig, and will, I hope, plead the excufe of, 
dear Madam, Yours, if^c. 



LETTTER XXIX. 
To the Gountcfs of 



• Adrainople^ April i . O. S. 1 7 1 7» 

I WISH to God, dear fifter, that you were 
9S regular in letting me know what palles on 
your fide of the globe, as I am careful in en- 
<lcavouring to amufe you, by the account of all 
I fee here, that I think worth your notice. 
You content yourfelf with telling me over and 
«ver, that the town is very dull : It may 
J>offibly be dull to you, when every year does 
not prefent you with fomething new ; but for 
mc that am in arrears, at Icaik two months 
news, all that feems very flale, with you, 
would be A'cry frefh and fwcet here* Pray let 
me into more particulars, and I will try to 
awaken your gratitude, by giving you a full 
and true relation of the novelties of the place, 



none df* whic*h -wpujd furprije you toojt 
va fight of my perlon, as 1 am How - 
Tuikifh habit, though I bdlieve you wo 
of my opinion, th^t 'tis admirably beo 
^-^ — 'I intend to fend you my pifLurc : 
xnesm time, accept of it .here* 

»' The firft part of my ^r«f« isiria | 
'drawers, very full, that reach to my (fao€ 

, conceal tlie legs aaore TOodeftly tlian youi 
coats. They are of a thin rofe -coloured d 
brocade witli filver flowers* My fhoes, 
Tshjte kid Icatherj embroidered with 
Over til is hangs my fmokej of a fine whi 
gauze, edged with embroidery. This 
has wide flceves, h^ngiiig half way do^ 
^rm, and h clofed at the neck with m dn 
button ; but the fbape and colour of the 
h very w^cll to be ^iftinguillied throu 
The afiiry is a waiftcoat, made clofc i 
iliape, of white and gold damalk, w itl 
long fleeves falling back, and fringed wit] 
^old fringe^ and fliould have diamond or 
buttons. My caftc^ti^ of the fame llufJ'wi 
drawers, is a robe exiiOly fitted to my 
mid reaching to my fcL^, with very long 
falling flecves. Over tiiis is my girdle, of 
four\fingers broad,. which, all that can 
it, have entirely of diamonds, or other pr 
ftones ; thofe who will not be at that ex j 
liave it of exquifite embroidery on fatin 
it muft be faflened before with a cla 

diamonds. The ^urdee^ is a loofe robe 

tlirow off, OT put on, acording to the we 

bcitig of a tich brocade \mm^ Is ^reen in 
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either lined with ermine or fables j the flccves 

reach very little below the ihouldcrs. 'I'hc 

kead-drefs is compofed if a cap, called tulpoch^ 

which is, in Winter, of fine velvet cmbroitlcrcd 

with pearls or diamonds, and, in Summer, of 

a light fliining filv^ ftu£F. This is fixed on one 

fide of the head, hanging a little way down 

with a gold tafiel, and bound on, either with a 

(ircle of diamonds (as I have feen feveral) or a 

rich embroidered handkerchief. On the other 

Gde of the head, the hair is laid flat ; and here 

the ladies are at liberty to (how their fancies ; 

fomc putting flowers, others a plume of hcron'3 

feathers, and, in fhort, what they plcafe ; but . 

the moft general fafliion is, a large bouquet of 

i'cwels, made like natural flowers *, that is, the 
)uds, of pearl ; the rofcs, of difierent coloured 
rubies: the jeflTamincs, of diamonds ; the jon- 
quils, of topazes, &c. fo well fet and enamelled, 
*tis hard to imagine any thing of that kind fo 
beautiful. The hair hangs at its full length be- 
hind, divided into trefl!es braided with pearl or 
ribbon, which is always in great quantity. I 
never faw in my life fo many fine heads of hair. 
In one lady's, I have counted an hundred and 
ten of the trefles, all natural j but it muft be 
Owned , that every kind of beauty is more com- 
mon here than with us. Tis furprifing to fee a 
Joung woman that is not very handfome. They 
ave naturally the molt beautiful complexions in 
the world, and generally large black eyes. 
I can aflbre you, with great truth, that the court 
of England (though I believe it the faireil in 
Chriftendom) does not contain fo many beauties 
as ZTC under ourprote£tlon hert:. TVi^^ ^^iv^x-^ll^ 
K 
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fhapc their eye^brows j zud both Greel 
Turks have the cullom of putting round 
eyes a black tiniiure, that at a diftai 
by candle-light, a<ids very much to the bla 
of them, 1 fancy many of our ladies wo 
overjoyed to know this fecret j but 't 
vifibie by day. They dye their nails 
colour J but, I own I cannot enough 
torn myfelf to this fafbioiii to find any 
init- 

As to their morality, or good condu£t, 
fay, like Harlequin, that 'tis juft as 'tis witJ 
and the Turkifh ladies don't commit one 
lefs for not being Chriflians. Now that 
little acquainted with their ways, I cann 
bear admiring, either, the exemplary difc 
or extreme ftupidity of all the writers th^ 
given accounts of them. 'Tis very cafy 
they have, in reality, more liberty th 
,have. No woman, of what rank foe^ 
permitted to go .into the ftreets withoi 
mifriinij one that covers her face all b 
eyes; another, that hides the whole di 
her head, and hangs half way down he: 
Their iliapea are alfo wholly concealed, 
thing they call z/frigeej which no woman 
fort appears without j this has flrait fleev* 
reach to their fingers ends, and it laps all 
them, not unlike a riding hood- In ^ 
'tis of cloth J and in, Summer, of plaii 
or filk, You may guef^, then, how eff 
ly this difguifes them ; fo that there is no 
^milling the great lady from her flave. 
"'"poflible for the yiioft. ^^•alQAj.^ liulbj 
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kbow hi8 wife, 11 hen he meets her ; and no 
man dare touch or follow a woman in the 
ftrcet. 

This perpetual maf(tiueTade gives them en- 
tire liberty of following their inclinations, 
wtAout danger of difcovery. The molt ufual 
rocthod of intrigue, if*, to fend an appoint- 
ment to the lover to meet the lady at a Jew's 
(hop, whfich are as notorioufly convenient as 
our Indian-houfes ; and yet, even iliofe who 
Am't make ufe of them, do not fcruple to go 
to buy pennyworths, and tumble over rich 
goods, which are chiefly to be found amongft 
tkat fort of people. The great ladies fcldom lot 
feir gallants know who they are ; and 'tis 
fe difficult to find it out, that they can very fcl- 
donj guefs at her name, whom they have ccr- 
wlponded with for above half a year together- 
You may eafily imagine the number of faithful 
^itcs very fmall, in a country where they have 
nothing to fear from a^ lover's indifcretion, 
fince we fee fo many have the courage to 
Cxpofe themfelves to that in this world, and all 
Jhc threatened punifhment of the next, which 
W never preached to the Turkiih damfels. Nei- 
ther, have they much to apprehend from tlic 
rcfentment of their husbands; thofe ladies that 
arc rich, having all their money in their own 
hands. Upon the whole the Turkifli w^onien 
are the only free people in the empire ; the very 
divan pays refpedl to them ; and the grand 
Signior himfelf, when a bafTa is executed, never 
violates the privilege of the hamm (or womcns 
apartment) which remains uivki!ixd\^^ •m\!^&^- 
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tire to the widow. They a^^c quecnff of 
Haves, whom ihcit husband has no pern 
fo much as to look upon, except it be an oh 
man or two that his lady choofes. *Tu 
their law perm i Is them four wives ; but 
IS no inftance of a man of qudity that mak 
of this liberty, or of a woman of rank that 
fuffer it. When a huaband happens to be 1 
llantj fasthofc things will happen) he kee 
mi fire fs in a houfe apart, and vlfits hers 
varely as he cauj j ull as it is with you. An 
a!l the great men here, I only know the tej 
(u e* treafurer) that keeps a number of fhe 
for his own ufe^ (that is, on his own J 
the houfe 5 for, a flavc once given to i 
lady, is entirely at her difpofal), and he 15 
of as a libeninej or what we fhould calJ : 
and his wife won't fee him, though (lie con 
to live in his houfe< Thus you fee, dear 
the manners of mankind do not differ fo 
ly as our voyagers would ' make us b 
Perhaps, it would be more entertain ii 
add a few furpriling cuftoms of my own 
tion ; but nothing feems to me fo agrees 
truth, and I believe^ nothing fo acce 
to you. 1 conclude^ therefore with t 
ing the great truth of iny being, dear 
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LETTER XXX. 

To Mr. Pope. 

AdrianopUj April i. O. S. 

H DAR£ fay you cxpcft, at leaft, fomething 
X very new in this letter^ after I have gone a 
journey^ not undertaken by any Chriftian, for 
fotne hundred years.- ^The moft remarkable 
iccident that happened to me> was my being 
^Tery near overturned ioto tbe^ Hebrus } and if 
I had much regard for the glories that one's 
name enjoys after death, I fliould' certainly be 
ferrj for having mi^d the romantick conclufioii 
of fwimming down the fame river in which th 
%Gcal head of Orpheus repeated verfes.' 
'KUmy ages fincer* 

<^' Caput a cervice revulfumy 
** Gurgitecum medio^pertans Oeagrita Habrus 
'* Volverttf Eurydicen vox ipfciy etfrigida lingrtay 
^* Ah^ miferam Eurydicen ! animafugientey vocabaty 
'• Eurydicen toto refurebant flumlne rip^.'^ 

Vrho knows butfome of your bright wits'might 
Have found it a fubjeft aflbrding many poetical 
turns, and have told the world, in an hcroick ele- 
gy, that, 

As e^ual were our fouls fo equal ivere our fates ? 

K3 
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I defpair 6f ever hearing fo many fine thin 
of me, as fo extraordinary a death wou] 
given occafion for. 

I AM at this prefent moment writing in s 
fituated on the banks of the Hebru8> whi( 
under my chamber window* My gai 
full of tall cyprefs trees, upon the branc 
which feveral couple of true turtles arc 
ibft things to one another, from m 
till night. How naturally do bongl 
vows come into my mind, at this m 
And, muft not you confefs, to my praii 
'tis more than an ordinary difcrction th 
refift the wicked fugg?ftions of poetr 
place where truth, for once furnHhes 
ideas for paftoral ? The Summer is aire 
advanced in this part of the world ; a 
feme miles round Adrianople, the whole 
is laid out in gardens, and the banks 
rivers are fet with rows of fruit-trees, 
which all the molt confiderable Turks, 
themfelyes every evening, not with w 
that is not one of their pleafures ; bu 
party of tjiem choofe out a green fpot. 
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-perfeAIjr anfwering the defcriptioo of the nvi'^ 
6aatfotiila^ being compoied of unequal rceiUj 
with a fimple» but agreeable faftnc& in the 

(bund. 

Mr. Addison might here make the experxmcat 
kfpeaks of in his travels, there nojt being one 
inftniment of mufick among the Greek or Roman 
latiies, that is not to be found in the hands of 
die people of this country. The young lads ge- 
Bcrallj divert themlelvea with making garlands 
fordieirfaivourite lambs, which I have often feen 
punted and adorned with flowers* lying ajt their 
&etj while they fung or played. It is not that 
Akj ever read romances. But thefe are the an- 
cient amuiements here, and as natural to them as 
Cttdgel-plaj and foot-ball to our Brititii fwains ^ 
the foftneis and warmth of the climate forbid- 
ding all rou^h ezerciies, which were never fo 
nmch as heard of amongfl; themj and naturally 
infpiring. a lazinefsand averfion to labour, whicn 
toe. great plenty indul^s. Thefe gardeners are 
the only happy race of country people in Turkey. 
They f umifh all the city with fruits and herbs, 
and feem to live very e^fily. They are mod of 
them Greeks, and have little houfes in the midft 
of their gardens, where their wives and daugh- 
ters take a liberty not permitted in the town, I 
mean, to go unveiled. Thefe wenches are very^ 
neat and handfome, and pafs their time at their 
looms, under the fhadc of the trees. 

I NO longer look upon Theocritus as a roman^ 
ick writer ; he has only given a plain image of 
he wa^ oJfiife amongil the pcafant^ofhis Goun« 



try I wh'oi before oppreffioti bad reduced 
to want, were, I fuppofe, all employed, 
better fort of them are now. I doit't doufc 
lie been born a Briton, but his Idyiihipis ha 
filled with defcriptions of threlhing and c 
ing, both -which are unknown here/ tht 
being all trode out by oxen | and butter (1 
it with forrow) unheard of. 

I EEAD over yoOT Homer here, with an 
ite pleafure, and find feveral little paiTai 
plained* that I did not before entirely co 
hcnd the beauty of % many of the cuftom 
XDUch of the drefs then in fafliion, being * 
tained. I don't wonder to find more re 
here, of an age fo diftant^ than is to be foij 
any other country, the Turks not taltin| 

Eains to introduce their own manners, a 
een generally praftifed by other nations 

- imiigine themfelves more polite. It woi 
too tedious to you, to point out all the pa 
that relsite to prcfent cuftoms. But, I can 
you, that the princeifes and preat ladies pafi 
time at their looms, embroidmng veils and i 
furrounded by their maids, who are always 
numerous, in the fame manner z^ we find 
J-omache and HeJen defcribed.^ The defcri 
of the belt of MenrhuiSj cxvi£tly refembles 
that arc now worn by the great men, fa It em 
fore with broad golden cbfps, and embroi 
round with rich work> The fnowy veil tlia 
len throws over her face, is ItiJl falliionablc 
I never fee half a dozen of old bafliaws ( ai 
very often ) %vith their reverend beards, i 

balking in the fun,butlieco\kG. ^oo^^wv^^ 
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nd his covnfellors. Their manner of dancing 
icertainlj^ the fame that Diana is fung to have 
lanced on the banks Eurotas. The great lady 
ill! leads the dance, and is followed by a troop 
i young girls, who imitate her fteps, and, if fhe 
iags, make up the chorus. The tunes are ex- 
remely gay and lively, yet with fomething In 
hem wonderfully foft. The fteps are varied ac- 
ording to the pleafure of her that leads the dance, 
ut always in exaft time, and infinitely more a- 
reeable than any of our dances at leaft in my 
pinion. I fometimes make one in the train \ but 
m not fkilful enough to lead : Thefe are the 
Jrecian dances, the Turkifh being very diiFer- 
nt. 

I SHOULD have told you in the firft place, 
flat the Eaftern manners give a great light into 
lany fcripture pafTages, that appear odd to us, 
^eir phrafes being commonly what we (hould 
all fcripture language. The vulgar Turk is 
ery different from what is fpoke at court, or 
fnongft the people of figure ; who always mix 
>much Arabic and Perfian in their difcourfe, 
lat it may very well be called another language. 
Jid 'tis as ridiculous to make ufe of the expref- 
>ns commonly ufed, in fpeaking to a i^reat man 

lady, as it would be to fpeak broad York- 
ire, or Somerfetfhire, in the drawing-room, 
jfides this diftinftion, they have what they 
II they//^//W, that is, a ityle proper for poetry, 
d which is the exa£t fcripture flyle. I believe 
U|wilJ bepleafedtofee a genuin'e example of this; 
i I am very glad I have it in my power to 
\s§y your curhrity, by fending '^ou'aii'WlWvi. 
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copy of the vcrfcs that Ibrahim Baffii^ the 
ing favourite, has made for the young pi 
hh contracted wife, whom he is not y 
jjiitted to vifit without witncfTes, thougl 
gone home to hts houft- He is a n 
mt and leaminjj ; and whether or nt 
capable of writing good rcrfe, you may 1 
that J on fwch an occafiooj he would nt 
the aiTift^nce of the beft poets in th 
pirc. Thus the verfes may be looked 
as a fample of the fineft poetry ; and 
doubt you'll be of my mind* that itismoi 
derfuJly tefembliTtg The S&ng ^f Sokmen^ 
was al/o addrefled to a royal bride. 

TUROSH VEHRFJ, addreiTed to the Suit ana 
Dau£htcr of Sultan Achmet III. 



STANZA I. 

Ver. 

1 4 THE fiighiifigale ftdnv tvanders in the 
Her'pnJJtofi is tofeek rofes. 

2. I went down to admire the beauty of the 
Thefweetnefs of your charms has ravijh^d 

J. Tour eyes are blach and lovely^ 

But wild and difdalnftil as thofe^ ^f^^J^^g 

STANZA IT. 

1. The wiped pojfejfion is delayed from day 
The cruel Julian Achmet will not pern. 
To fee thofe cheeks^ more «uerm\Uon tban 
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. I dare not f natch one of your kiffis ; 
Tbefweetnefs of jour charms has ravi/bed my foul • 

J. Tour eyes are black and lovely^ 
But wild and difdainful as thofe of a stag. 

STANZA m. 

4. Tht wretched iBRtLHiu^gbs in thefe verfes ; 
Que dart from your eyes has pierced thro* my heart. 

X Ah when will the hour ofpoffejjion arrive ? 
Must I yet wait a, long time ? 
Viejweetnefs of your charms has ravi/bed my foul. 

J« Ah ! Sultana / stag^ey'd — an angel amongst J. 
angels J 
I defire — and my defire remains unfatisfied. — 
Canpu take delight to prey upon my heart ? 

STANZA IV. 

'!• Jfji cries pierce the heavens ! 
J^y eyes are without fleep ! 
Turn to me. Sultana / — let me gaze on thy 
beauty. 

2. Adieu J go down to the grave. 

ffyou call me / return. 

•% heart is — hot asfulphur ; ftgh, and it wiL 

flame. 

Crown of my life ! fair light of my eyes ! 
.Afy Sultana / myprincefs i 



lot IXTTEltS, 

Ir^h mjfic£ Bg&infi the earth ; — / mn it 

wfiaidmg itnrj—I rave ! 
Msw jm mesmf^^sn t WUl jm fwi turn 
ufGB msrF 

I tmre taken afauifedaiice of pains to ge 
▼ofes iti a litcTBl traniktion j and if you 
acquainted vnxh mj interpreterSj I mighi 
myfclf the troiitic of affuring you, that the 
received bo poetical touches from their 
In my opinsoo, (alJ04 ing for the iocvttabk 
of a profe tranflation kito a knguagc I 
different) there is a good deal of beauty in 
The epifhet ofjing-efd {though the found 
very agreeable in Engllfl-i) pleafes me extre 
and I think it a very IrTcly image of the fi 

indifference in his millrrf^'s eyes. ^Mc 

Boileau has very juftly obfened, that we 3 
ver to judge of the ekvation of an cxpreffi 
an ancient amhofj by the found it carries w 
fincc it maybe extremely fine witli them, 
at the fame time, it appears low or uncouil; 
You are fo well acquainted with Homei 
cannot but have cbferved the fame tiling 
you mufl have the fame indulgence f 
Oriental poetry. The repetitions at the « 
the two firft ftanzas, are meant for a : 
chorus, and are agreeable to the ancient n 
of writing. The mufick of ihe veties nppii 
changes in the third ftanza, where the b 
is altered; and I think he very artfully 
more palTionate at the conciuftun, as *tis r 
for people to warm tbcmfclvcs by theii 
difLOurfCf efpccmlly on a fubje£l in whic 
Is deeply concerned ; \l \^ c^t\.-2cvxs^^ W 
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touching, than our modern cuRom of concluding 
a fong of paffion with a turn which is incon- 
fiftent with it. The firft vcrfe is a defcriptiou 
of the fcafon of the year ; all the country now 
being full of nightingales, whofe amours with 
.tofes, is an AraWan fable, as well known here, 
as any part of Ovid amongft us, and is much 
the fame as if an Englifli poem fhould begin by 

faying, ^«« Mow Philomela fmgs J* Or, what 

if I turned the whole into the llyle of Englidi 
^try, to fee how it would look ? 

STANZA L 

« \T OWPhflomel renews her tender ftrain, 
^ \y^ Indulging all the night her pleafing pain : 

*< I fought the groves to hear the wanton Cng, 
** Tierefawaface morebeautous tlian the fpriiig. 

^* Your large ftag^eyes, where thoufand glories 
^ As bright, as lively, btit as wiM as they, [play, 

STAKZA 11. 

^ In vain Fm promised fuch a henv'nly prize : 
^* Ah ! cruel SOLTAN ! why dehy'll my joys ! 
* Whiliepiercingcharmstransfix my am'ronsheart, 
^ I dare not fnatch one kifs to eafe the fmart. 

'* Thofc eyes like, isfc. 

STANZA 111. 

^ Your wretched lov^r in thefc \it\^?k cotvx^^Wwi^N 
L 




no 

" from thofe dear beauties rife \m killing paifis* 

*^ When will the hour of wifli'd for blifa arrive? 
" Muft I wait longer ? — ^Can 1 wait and live ? 



« Ah [ bright So ltana! maid divinely fair] 
*< Can you, unpitying, iee the pains i bear I 



STANZA IV- 






" The lieavensi relenting, hear my piercing m 
<* I bathe the light, and lleep forfiikes my eyes i 
. " Turn thee, Sultaiu,, ere thy lover dies : 

'* Sinking to earth I figh the laft adieu ; 
*f Call nie, my goddefs, and my life renew* 

" My queen ! my angel I my fond heart's defirc ! 
«« I rave — my bofom burns with heavenly fire ! 
«« Pity thatpafllon, which thy charms infpirc/' 

I have taken the libetty, in the fecond verfe, of 
following what I fuppofe the true fenfe of the 
author, though not literally exprefled. By hii 
faying, He went down to admire the beauty of the 
vines, and her charms ravijloed his fottly I under- 
fland a poetical fiftion, of having firft feen her 
ill a garden, where he was admiring the beauty 
of the Spring. But I could not forbear retaining 
the comparifon of her eyes w^ith thofe of a ftagf 
though, perhaps, the novelty of it may give it » 
burlefque found in our language. I cannot de- 
termine, upon the whole, how well I have fuc- 
reeJed in the tranflation ; neither do I think 
our Jinglifh proper to ex^piefe fvich violence oi 
ry^mon, which is very k\dom U\\. ^m^iv^ >» 
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We want alfo thofe compound wprcis which 
arc very frequent and ftrong in the Turkifli 
language. 

You fee I am pretty far gone in Orient :il 
learning ; and to fay truth, I ftudy very hard. 
I wiih my ftudtes may give me an occafiou 
of entertaining your curiofity, which will be 
the utmoft advantage hoped for from them. 

Yours, l5fc. 



LETTER XXXI. 
To Mrs. S. C. 

^dnamphf April I. O. S. 

I!J my opinion, dear S. I ought rather to 
quarrel with you, for not anfwering my 
Nimegucn letter of Augufl, till December, than 
toexcufe mynot writing again till now. 1 am 
ftjre there is on my fide a very good excufe for 
filcnce, Jiaving gone fuch tirefome land-jour- 
aies, though I don't find the cOnclufion of them 
10 bad as you feem to imagine. I am very eufy 
here, and not in the folitudc you fancy me. 
The great number of Greeks, French, En- llfli, 
and Italians, that are under our protecflion, 
make their ' coutt to me from morning till 
night, and. Til aflufe you, are, many of tliem, 
very fine ladies; for there is no poflibility for 
j)^ Chriilian to live eafily under thib ^ovctument, 

L ^ 
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but by the proteflipn of nn ambaffiidOT 

and die richer they arej the greater is tbeii 
danger. 

Those dreadful ftoriea you have heard of tk 
pfagui'f have very little foundation in truth* \ 
own J I have much ado to reconcile myfclf to th 
found of a word T^rhich has always given m 
fuch terrible ideas; though 1 am convincci 
there is little more in it than in a fever, A 
a proof of thisj let me tell yon that we pafle 
through two or three toi^Tis moft violently ir 
fedled- In the very next houfe where we lai 
(in one of thofe places) two perfons died of i 
Luckily for rae I was fo wdl deceived, thi 
I kne%¥ nothing of the matter -, and I was mad 
believe J that our fecond cook had only a grea 
cold. However, we left our dortor to tat 
care of him, and yefterday they both arrivet 
here in good health ;. and I am* now let into th< 
fecret, that he has had the plague. There an 
many that efcape it, neither is the air ever in- 
ferted. I am perfnaded, that it would be ai 
eafv a matter to root it out here, as out of Ital] 
ard France ; but it does fo little mifchief, the; 
are not very folicitous about it, and are conten 
to fufFer this diftemper, inflead of our variety 
wh ch they are utterly unacquaintcJ with. 

^4 propos of diftempers, I am going to tell yo 
a thing that will make you wifh yourfelf hen 
The fmall-pox, fo fatal, and fo general, among 
us, is here entirely harmlefs, by the inventio 
of higrqftingy which is the term they give i 
There is a fetof old wom^tv^ >«\xq vA-s.keitthc 
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Buiincfs to perform the operailon, tviry Au- 
tumn, in the month of September, wLl-ii the 
great heat is abated. People feml to one an- 
other to know if-any of\ their family ha** ^v rnlr..i 
to have the fmall pox : they make .panics i'or 
thispurpofe, and when they are met / commonly 
fifteen or (ixteen together) the ckl \v'omjii 
comes with a nut-fliell, full of the matter ci* the 
bell fort of fmall-pox, and a Iks what vei.i you 
pleafc to have opened. She immediately rips 
open that you offer to her, with a large ne. die 
(which gives you no more pain than a coinmon 
fcratch) and puts into the vein, as mucli matter 
■ as can ly upon the head ot her needle, and after 
'•i that binds up the Httle wound \\ ith a hollow 
j bit of fhell ; and in this manner opens four or 
five veins. The Grecians have commonly the 
fupcrflition of opening, one in the middle cX 
the forehead, one in each arm, and one on the 
breaft, to mark the fign of the crofs -, but this 
bas a very ill effeft, all thefe wounds leaving 
little fears,: and is not done by thofe that are 
Bot fuperftitious, who chufe to have them in 
4e legs, or that part of the arm that is con- 
cealed". The childern or young patients play 
together all the reft of the day, and are in per- 
feft health to the eight. Then the fever be- 
gins to feize them, and they keep their beds 
two days, very feldom three. They have very 
rarely above twenty or thirty in their face^-, 
which never mark, and in eight days time they 
are as well as before their illnefs. Where ihcy 
are wounded, there remain running fores du- 
ring the diilemper, which I don't doubt is a 
great relief to it. Every year l;iou{vx\\A^ uw'^q.^sjo 
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this Operation ^ and the French amtaiTac 
pleafaiJtlyj that they take the fmall-pos I 
way of diverfion, as they take the wa 
other countries p Thcie h no example 
one that has died in it; and you may 
I am well fatisfied of the iVvfety of this 
ment^ fiiice 1 iutend to try it on my dei 
ion. 1 am patriot enough to take painat 
this ufefal invention into faihion in Et 
and I ftioiiid not fall to write to fomc 
do^lors very particularly about itj if J 
any one of them that I thought had 
cjiough to deftroy fuch a coniiderable br; 
their revenue! for the good of mankind 
that dilleraptrr is too ' beneficial to the 
to expofe to all their rcientmeutj the hajd 
that ihould undertake to put an end 
Perhaps, if I live to retuin, 1 may^ he 
have courage to w^r with them. Up 
nccailon, udmire the heroifm- in the 
of 

Tour friend, £*ff, 



LETTER XXXIL 
To Mrs. T , 



jidrhmple^. April I. C. S 

CAN now te!l dear Mrs. T — — » th; 
flifcly '^rrned U tive ct\d of ray v€ 
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I will not tire you with tlic account 
nany fatigues I have fufflsred. You 
ather be informed of the ftrange things 
: to be feen here ; and a letter- out of 
, that has nothing extraordinary in it, 
be as great a difappointment, as my 
will receive at London, if I return thi- 
thout any rarities to fhow them. 

hall I tell you of ? You never faw 

iU your life ; and perhaps the defcription 
»car new to you ; I can aflure you, the 
Lt of them was fo to me ; and though I 
:n hundreds of pidhires of thofe animals, 
faw any that was refembling enough to 
true idea of them. I am going to make 
jbfervation, and poffibly a falfe one, be- 
3body has ever made it before me ; but 
ike them to be of the flag kind ; their 
dies, and necks, are exartly fhaped like 
nd their colour very near the fame. 'Tis 
cy are much larger, being a gre?t deal 
than a horfe, and fo fwift, that, after the 
•f Pcterwaradin,they far outran the fwift- 
fes, and brought the firft news of the lofs 
)attle to Belgrade. They are never tho- 
! tahied 5 the driver? take care to tic them 
another, with ftrongropes,(iftyina ftring, 
m afs, on which the driver rides. I have 
iree hundred in one caravan. They car- 
third part more than any horfe ; but it 
rticular art to load them, becaufe of the 
on their backs. They feem to me very 
eatures, their heads being ill fc^rmed and 
»ortioned to their bodies. They carry all 
.rdciis ', and the beails dclllaed to the 



plougli, are buffaloes, an animal^ you are alfo m 
acquainted with, The^ are larger and mo? 
clumfy than an ox ; they have fhorr, thick, blac 
horn*5 clofc to their hcndsy which grow tun 
ing b^ick^ards- Thty £iy this horn looks vei 
beautiful when it is well poLiihedp They ai 
all blackjwkh very fhort h^iiroii their hides^ an 
have extrenidy little white cyes» that make tliei 
look like devils. The country people dye tha 
tails, and- tlie hair of their forvhciidj red, b 
^'ay of ornament. Horfes are not put here t 
any laborious work^ nor are they at all fit for il 
They are beautiful and full of fpint, but gene 
r^tlly Iktl^f, ynd not Itroiig as the brcctt of ccide 
countries ; very gentle, however, with all theii 
vivacity, and alfo fwift and fure-footed. I hav< 
a little white favourite that I would not par! 
with on any terms 5 he prances under me will 
fo much fire, you would think that I had agreal 
deal of courage to dare mount him •, yet 1*11 
afi'iire you 1 never rode a horfe fo much atmj 
conunaud in my life. My fide-faddle is the firi1 
that was ever {i:cn in this part of the world, 
and is ji^azed at with as much wonder, as the 
fiiip of Columbus in the firll difcovery of Ame- 
rica. Here are fome little birds, heUl in a fori 
of rell^Moiis reverence, and, for that reafon. 
multiply prodi'^ioufiy -, turtles, on the acccuiit ol 
their innocence ; and florks, becaufe they art 
fupofied to make, every winter, the pilgrim2g( 
to M Lca. U^> fay truth, they are the happicf 
fi- >j ,cts under th.^ Turklih government, an( 
arc ; 'cn.Toie of their privileges, that they v;al] 
tlie 'trv■*'c^s '.t iPioat fear, aiui generailv built* n 
tJic low parts 01 lioures, livi^^>^>^ -^yc uiofe whof 
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are fo diflinguiflied, as the Tulgar Turks 
ricAly perfuauded, that they will not bci 
ear, attacked either by fire or peftilence. 

thehappinefs of one of their facred nefts 
my chamber-window. 

ir I am talking of my chamber, I remcra- 
e defcription of the houfes here will be 
' to you, as any of the birds or beails. I 
e you have read, in moil of our accounts 
key, that their houfes arc the mod mi- 
pieces of building in the world. I can 
irery learnedly on that fubjeft, having been 
nany of them ; and, I aflure you, it is 
h thing.. We arc now lodged in a pa- 
elonglng to the grand fignior. I really 
Jieir manner of building here very agree- 
md proper for the country. Tis true, 
ire not at all folicitous to beautify the 
js of their houfes, and they are general- 
t of wood, which, I own, is the caufe of 
inconveniences ; but this is not to be 
d on the ill tafte of the people, but on 
preffion of the government. Every houfe 
death of its mafter, is at the grand (ignior's 
il y and therefore, no man cares to make 
t expence^ which he is not fure his fa- 
ill be the better for.. All their defire is 
fe commodious, and that will laft their 
and they are very indifferent if it falls 
the year after. Every houfe, great and 
is divided into two diftincft parts, which 
3in together by a narrow paflage. The 
ufehas a large court before it, and open 
;s aU round it, which ia lo u\e gi thinj 



very agreeable* This gallery leads to all tfie 
chsmbcr^ij which are commonly Inrge, and with 
two rows of wiridows, the lirlt being of painted 
glafs| they fd(2om build above two ftoricsj 
each of which ha^ galleries. The ilairs are 
broadj and not often above thirty fteps. Thii 
bthe bouff belonging to the lord, nnd the ad- 
joining one is called tiie tnram^ tJiat is, thekdits 
apartment, (for the name of^r/7^//i? is peculiar 

; to the grand {ignior) ; it has alfo a f^alkry tun- 
ning round it towiirds ihe garden, to which sll 
the wmdows arc turned, and the fame numkr 

' of chambers as the oth^*, Ltit niore gay and 
fplcndid^ both in painting and furniture. The 
fecoiul row of windows is very low, with gratei 
liketliofe of convents ; the rooms arc all fpread 
with Perfian carpetfij and raiftd at one end of 
them {my chambers are raifed at both cnd^' i»- 
bout twofect. This 13 the fofa, which is bW 
wuh a rldier fort of carpet, and all round it 
a fort of conchy raifed half a foot, covered mi^ 
rich filk, according to the fancy or magniiiccncc 
of the owner. Mine is of fcarlet cloth, with a 
gold fringe ; round about this are placed, Hand- 
ing againft the wall, two rows of cuflnons, the 
firil very large, and the next, liiile ones; and 
here the Turks difplay their greateft magnifi- 
cence. They are genendly brocade, or em- 
broidery of gold wire iipon white fatin. 

Nothing can look n^ore gay and fplendid. ■ 

Thcfc feats are alfo fo convenient rnd eafy, thai 
I believe I fliall never endur^ chairs as long a! 
I live. — ^The rooms are low, which I think n( 

llaultyAud the ceiling is always of wood, gene 

\tally injaid, or pamtcd \\\t\i ^o^^\%. Tlvev o 
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pea m manjr placesy with folding doors, and 
bre for calnne^ I think, more conveniently 
Alan oars. Between the windows are little ar« 
iksto fist pots of perfume, or balkets of flow- 
en. But, what pleafes me heft, is th^ f afhion 
rfhaTbg marble fountains in the lower part of 
die room, which throw up fevetal fpouts of wa- 
toi giving, at the fame time, an. agreeable cool- 
leb, and a pieafant daihing found, falling from 
me bafin to another. Some of thefe are very 
Bsq;ni&cent. Each houfe has a bagnio, which 
CQofifis, generally, in two or three little rooms, 
bded on the top, paved with marble, with 
btfns,cock8of water, and all conveniences for 
eiAer hot or cold baths. 

tbu vnll, perhapr, be furprifed at an account 
ii^difieKnt from what you have been entertain- 
ed with by the common voyage-writers, who 
^ very fdifid of fpeaking of what they don't 
bow. It muft be under a very particular cha* 
i«Aer, or on fome extraordinary occafion, that 
^Chr^ian is admitted into the houfe of a man 
<tf quality $ and their baratm are always forbid- 
jkn ground. Thus, they can only fpeak of the 
iHitfide, which makes no gveM appearance ; and 
^ wooaen's apartments are always built back- 
^rd, removed Arom fight, and have no other 
l^pidA than the gardens, which are inclofed 
frith very high walls. There are none of our 
>arterres in them ; but they are planted with 
Ugh trees, which give an agreeable (hade, and, 
my fancy, a pleafing view. In the midil of 
he garden is the chiosky that is a large room, 
ommonly beautified with a fine fountain in 
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tht midft of it. It is raifed nine or ten ft' 
ami inclofcd with giyed laftticesj round wh 
tines, jeiramineg, and honcy-fucklea, mafc 
fort of green wall. Large trees are plar 
round this place, which is the fcene of t 
greatert pleafurcsj and where the ladicsfp 
moil of their hours, employed by their mu 

or embroidery, -In the publick gardens, tl 

are publick chhskj^ wher^2 people go, that 
not fo well accommodated at home, and di 

their colJee, iherbet* ^c. -Neltlier are t 

ignorant of a more durable manner of bu 
ing : tlieir molques are all of free Hone, and 
jublick Hans^ or inns, ejctremely magniii^ 
many of them taking up a large fquarej b 
round with fliops under ftone arches, wl 
poor artificers are lodged grniU, They h 
always a mofque joining to them ; and the 
dy of the k/?an is a moft noble hall, capabli 
holding three or four hundred perfons, the cc 
extremely fpacious, and cloifters round it, t 
give it the air of out colleges. I own, I th 
it a more reafonable piece of charity than 

founding of convents.- 1 think I have n 

told you a great deal for once. If you d( 
like my choice of fubjeds, tell me what ; 
would have me \XTite upon \ there is nobi 
more defirous to entertain you, than, d 
Mrs. T , 



Yours, (^r. £ 
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LETTER XXXIII. 

To the Countefa of 

Adrhample ^ A^xW i8. O. S. 

I WROTE to you, dear filler, and to all my 
other EngUfli corrcfpondciits, by the lalt Ihip ; 
and only heaven can tell, when 1 Ihall have an- 
other opportunity of fending to you : but I 
cannot forbear to ^Tite again, though, per- 
haps, my letter may ly u^on my hands this two 
months. To confcfs tlie truth, my head is fo 
full of my entertainment yclterday, that 'tis ab- 
folutely necellary, lor my own repofe, to give 
it fome vent. Without farther preface, I will 
then begin my ftory. 

I was invited to dine with the grand vifier's 

lady ; and it was with a great deal of pleafure 

I prepared myfelf for an entertainment, which 

>vas never before given to any Chriilian. I 

thought I flKJuld very little .fatisfy her curiofity, 

; (which I did not doubt was a confidcrable nio- 

l tive to the invitation) by going in a drefs ilie 

* ^sufedtofee, and therefore, d re fled my fcli' in 

Ae court habit of Vienna, which is much more 

magnificent than ours. However, I chofe to go 

> ^ficognitoj to avoid any dlfputcs about ceremony, 

^^Jd went in a Turkiih coac\\, ov\\^ iXX-vtw^A 

M 
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by my woman, that held up my tra 
Greek lady, who was my intcrprc 
met at tht: court door by her bis 
who helped me out of the coach 
rcfpc£l, and conduced mc thro 
foomsj where her flic flaves, iin 
were ranged on each fide. In the 
I found the lady fitting on her fofai 
veiL She advanced to meet me, an 
me half a dozen of her friends, wit 
vility. She feemed a very good wi 
fifty years old, I was furprifcd tc 
Jittlc magnificence in her houfe, tl: 
being all very moderate : and, txccj. 
and number of her flaves, nothing 
^opeared expenfive, Sfae guefled at i 
and told me, flie was no longer of 
fpcnd citlier her time or money in fi 
that her whole expcnce was in chari 
whole employment, praying to G 
was no aflcflation in this fpeech ; I 
' iicr hulband are entirely given up i 
lie never looks upon any other wo 
what is much more extraordinary, 
bribes, notwithstanding the exampb 
predeceffors. He is fo fcrupulous oi 

he would not accept Mr, W 's 

he had been afTured, over and over, 
a fettled pcrquifice of his place, at I 
of every ambaflador. She entcrtair 
nl! kind of civility, till dinner camt 
was ferved, one difli at a time, to 
ber, all finely drelTed after their man 
/ t^cjn*t think fo bad as you have pe 
h rep: crent(?4* i ^n\ u. nci^ ^o^d ^3 
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earing, having lived three weeks in the houfc 
of an effendi at Belgrade, who gave us very 
magnificent dinners, drefTed by his own cooks. 
The firft week they pleafed me extremely -, but 
I own, I then begun to grow weary of their 
table, and defired our own cook might add a 
diflior two after our manner. But I attribute 
Ais to cuftom ; and am very much inclined to 
believe, that an Indian, who had never tailed 
of either, would prefer their cookery to ours. 
Their fauces arc very high, all the roall very 
much done. They ufe a great deal of very rich 
fricc. The foup is (crved for the laft diih ; and 
Aey have, at lead, as great a variety of ragouts, 
as we have. I was very forry I could not eat of 
is many as the good lady would have had me, 
who was very earned in ferving me of every 
thing. The treat concluded with coflcc and per- 
fumes, which is a high mark of rcfpeft ; two 
Jaycs kneeling ccnfed my hair, clothes, and haiuf- 
Icrchief. After this ceremony, (lie commuiKlcd 
her Haves to play and dance, which they did 
^th their guitars in their hands, and (he ex- 
eufed to me their want of (kill, faying, (he took 
• *io care to accomplifh them in that art. 

I returned her thanks, and, foon after, took 
tty leave. I was conducted back in the fame 
o»anner I entered, and would have gone ftraight 
to my own houfe ; but the Greek lady with me, 
earneftJy folicited me to vifit the tahyo*s lady, 
faying, ne was the fecond ofEcer in the empire, 
and ought, indeed, to be looked upon as the fir(t, 
the grand vifier having only the name, while 
kc cxcrcifed the authority. 1 \v;i^ l^\i.xv\ ^^ 
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Uttk cliverfion in the vificf& haramt that 
no iTiind to go into another- But her ia 
nity prevailed with me 5 and 1 am exi 
gild I was fo complairant. All thinj 
were with quite, another air than at th< 
vifiei-'s I and the very houfe confeffed i 
ference between an old devotee and a 
beiiyty. It w;is nicely clean and magii 
I was met at the door by two black ei 
who led me through a long gallery, IS 
two ranks of heautifut young gtrlsj wk 
h-AiY finely ptaitedj almoft hang^g to th| 
alldrefletl in fine Hght dumaiks^ brocade 
iilvCT. I was forry that decency did n 
mit me to Hop to confide f ihem nearer, 
that thought was loft, upon ray entrance 
large room, or rather pavilion, built rou: 
gilded faflies, which were moft of them 
up, and the trees planted near them gave 
greeable fliade, which hindered the fun f 
ing troublefome. The jeffamines and 
fuckles tliat twifled round their trunk 
a foft perfume, increafed by a white 
fountain playing fweet water in the lev 
of the roomj which fell into three or foui 
with a plcafing found. The roof m as 
with all forts of flowers, falling out oi 
baflcets, that feemed tumbling down, i 
fa, raifcd three fleps, and covered with ( 
fian cnrpets, fat tlie kahyas lady, lear 
cufnions of white faiin, enibrciuerec 
at her feet fat two young girls, about 
years old, lovely as angels, dreiTcd per fee 
nd almoil covered with jewels. Bt 
re hardly feeu ue-a^ v\\'t i^w FoXii 
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tfiatis Her name,) fo mucK Her beauty efFaccd 
every thing I have feen, nay, all that has been 
called lovely, either in England or Germany. 
I mull owni that I never faw any thing fo glo- 
liouily beautiful ; nor can I recollefl a face that 
would have been taken notice of near hers. 
She flood up to feceive me, faluting me after 
their fafiiion, putting her hand to her heart, 
widi a fweetneis full of majefty, that no court- 
fireeding could ever give. She ordered cufhions 
to be given me, and took care to place me in 
fle comer, which is the place of honour. I 
oonfefs, though the Greek lady had before given 
me a great opinion of her beauty, I was fo 
ftmck with admiration, that I could not, for 
Ibme time, fpeak toher, being wholly taken up 
iii gazing. That itirprifing harmony of features ! 
Aat charming refult of the whole! thatexaft 
proportion of body ! that lovely bloom of com- 
plezion, unfullied by art ! the unutterable en- 
chantment of her fmile ! But her eyes ! — 

hrgc and black, with all the foft languifliment 
of the blue ! every turn of her face difcovering 
fomc new grace.. 

After my firil fu^rprife was over, I endeavour- 
td, by nicely examining her face, to find out 
fome imperfeftion, without any fruit of my 
fcarch, but my being clearly convinced of that 
Vulgar notion, that a face exa^lly proportioned, 
and perfeftly beautiful, would not be agreeable ; 
Nature having done for her, with more fuccefs, 
what Apelles is faid to have efTayed, by a 
coUedion of the moft exaft features, to form a 
perfcft face. Add to all this a behayiour fo 
M3 



full of grace and fucetncfdj fucb cafy n 
with an air fo majeftic, yet free from llif 
afief^Litioiijtliat, 1 am pcrfuadetl, could 
fuddcnly tranfporteii upon the mo ft 
throne of Europe;, nubody ivould think 
ihcr th\}u born and bred to be a queenj 
educated in a country we call barbaroi 
fay all in a word^ our nioft cekbraEed 
beautiesi would vanilli nenr her. 

She was drelTed in a fqflnn of i^oltl I 
floM'ered with filvefj very well fitted to ht 
and flio wing- to rid vantage thebcauty of hct 
only Oiadcd by tbe thin gau2c of her lliif 
drawers were pale pink, bcr w:uftcoat gx 
filverj her flippers white fatin finely embr( 
her lovely ^rm§ adorned with bracelets 
mondsj and her brocade girdle fet rou 
dianjonds ; upon her beitd a rich Turkii 
kerchief of pink and filver, her own fii 
hiiir banging a great lengtlij in various 
and on one fide of her head feme bo< 
jewels. 1 ain afraid you will accufe n: 
travagance in this defcription. I thinl 
read fomewhere, that women ' always f 
rapture, when they fpeak of beauty, an 
not imagine why they fhould not be all 
do fo. I rather think it a virtue to be 
admire without any mixture of defire 
The graveft writers have fpoken v/i 
warmth, of fome celebrated pictures anc 
The workmiinfliip of Heaven, certain] 
all our weak imitation, and, I think, ha 
better claim to our praife. For my pa 
;2ot a/hanied to.owu I took more pie 
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looklng^on the beauteous Fatima, than the Hnfft 
piece of fculpture could have given me. She 
told me, the two girls .at her feet wore Jier 
daughters, though (he appeared too youu;^ to 
be their mother. Her fair maids were ran cd 
below the fofa, to the number of twenty., and 
put me in mhid of the pictures of the ancient 
nymphs, I did not think all nature could have 
furnillied fuch a fcene of beauty. She made them 
a fign to play and dance. Four of them immedi- 
ately begun to play fome foft airs on inilru- 
ments, belweer a lute apd a guitar, which they 
accompanied M^itli their voices, while the others 
danced by turns. This dance was very difFeicnt 
from what I had feen before. Notliing could 
be more artful, or more proper to raife ctrtain 

ideas. The tunes fo foft ! the motions fo 

languifliing ! — accompanied with paufes aiid 
dying eyes! half-falling back and then recovering 
themfelves, in fo artful a manner, that I am very 
pofitive, the coldcfl and mod rigid prude upon 
earth, could not have looked upon them, with- 
out thinking oi fomething not to be [poke of, 1 

fiippofe you may have read that the Turks have 
no muGck but what is fliocking to the ears ; but 
this account is from tliofe who never heard any 
but what is played in the flrects, and is jull 
as rcafonable, as if a foreigner ihould take his 
ideas of Englilh muiick from the hhidder and 
firings or the marroiv-hones and cleavers. I can 
aflurc you, that the muiick is extremely pnthe- 
tick ; 'tis true, I am inclined to prefer the Itali- 
an, but perhaps I am partial. I am acquainted 
with a Greek lady who fnigs better than Mrs. 
Robinfon, and is very wellikillcd in both, who 



gives the preference to the Turkifh. Ti 
tain they have very fine natural voices \ 
were very agree able . When the danc 
over, four fair flaves came into the room 
iilver cenfers in their hands, and pcrfum 
air with amber, aloes-MfOod and other 
After thisj they ferved me coffee upor 
knees, in the fineft Japan china, withy 
©f filver, gilt. The lovely Fatima entci 
me all this while in the moft polite, agi 
jnanncr, calling me often u-zeih fuitanam^ 
beautiful fuhana: and defiring my friej 
with the beft grace in the world lam 
that (he could not entertain me in* m 
language. 

When I took my leave# two maids b 
in a fine iilver bafket of embroidered ha 
chiefs 5 fhe begged 1 would wear thf 
for her fake, and gave the others to my \ 

and inter pre trefs. 1 retired through thi 

ceremonies as before, and could not help 
ing, I hiid been fome time in Mah 
paradife ; fo much was I charmed with 
I had fcen. 1 know not how the relat 
it appears to you* I wifh it may gi"v 
part of my p leaf u re ; for I w ould ha^ 
dear filter fliare in all the diveriions of. 

Yours 
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LETTER XXXIV. 

To the Abbot . 

AdrianopU^ May 17. O. S. 

M going to leave Adrianople, and I would 
ot do it without giving you fome account of 
bat is curious in it, which I have taken a 
t deal of pains to fee. I will not trouble 
with wife difFertations, whether or no this 
he fame city, that vtras anciently called 
lefit, or Oreftc, which you know better 
I do. It is now called from the emperor 
an, and was the firft European feat of the 
dih empire, and has been the favourite re- 
ice of many fultans. Muhon^^t the fourth, 
Muilapha, tlie brother ot the rei.;ninL; em- 
r, were fo fond of it, tluit tlicy wholly 
doned Conftixntlnojile ; which hur.ioui; fo 
exafperated the janizarie?, thit it was a 
Iderable motive to tlie rebellions ih^t de- 
d them. Yet this man fcems to love to 
' his court here. I can give no iVafon for 
partiality. *l'is true the fitoation. is .fine, 
the country all round very bcautifu-l •, hjit 
lir is extrcniely bad, and the fcrajrlio itlVif is 
free from the ill elfeds of it. The town is 
to be eight miles in compafs ; I fuppofe 
reckon in the gardens. There are iome 
I houfes in it, I mean large ones ; for the 
iteclure of their palaces never makes.. any 
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great ftiow; It is now rery fall of peopl 
they arc moft of them fuch as follow tli( 
or camp j and when they are removed, 
told 'tis no populous city* The nvcT B 
(anciently the Hebrus) on which it is (i 
IS dried up every fummefj which make 
M^hokfome, It is now a very pleafant ' 
There are two noble bridges built over it, 
the curjofity to go to fee the exchange 
Turkifli drefs, which is dtfguife fulEoient 
I own, I was not very eafy when I 
crowded with janizaries ; but they dare 
rude to a woman^ and made way for im 
as much refpeifl, as if I ha<f been in m 
figure. It ift half a mile in length, th 
arched, and kept extremdy neat. It hold 
hundred and fixty-five 4ops, furnifhcd 
all forts of rich goods, expofed to fale 
fame manner as at the new exchange in L 
But the pavement is kept much neate: 
the fhops are all fo clean, they feem jui 

painted. Idle people of all forts wal 

for^heir diverfion, or amufe themfelve 
drinking coffee, or (herbet, which is crie< 
as oranges and fweet-meats are inourplay-j 
I obferved moll of the rich trade fmen wen 
That people are in incredible power in thi: 
try. They have many privileges, abc 
the natural Turks themfelves, and have 
a very confiderable commonwealth here 
judged by their own laws. They have 
the whole trade of the empire into their 
partly by the firm union amongfl then 
and partly by the idle temper and want 
duilry in th« Tut\l5. 'E\ti>j\>v^S'i.V\^'3.l\i 
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irho is his homme d'affaires : he is let into all 
lis fecrets and does all his bufinefs. No bar- 

S'n is made, no bribe received, no merchandize 
pofed of, but what pafles through their hands. 
They sure the phyficians, the ftewards, and the 
interpreters of all great men. You may judge 
liow advantageous this is to a people who never 
ful to make ufe of the fmallelt advantages. 
They have found the fecretof making themfelves 
ibneceflary, that they are certain of the protec« 
tira of the court, whatever miniflry is in power, 
liven the Englifli, French, and Italian merchants, 
iriio are fenfible of their artifices, are however, 
\ ^atxxA, to truft their affairs to their negociation, 
I^JKdaing of trade beiiig managed without them, 
Y^ the meaneft amongd them being too im- 
|Portant to be difobliged, (ince the whole body 
X^^kt care of his interefts, with as much vigour 
f*8 they would thofe of the mod confiderable 
■tf their members. They are many of them 
^tly rich, but tliey take care to make little 

Cbhck fliow of it ; though they live in their 
ufes in the utmoft luxury and magnificence. 
I^his copipus fubje^ has drawn me from my 
defcriptibh of the exchange, founded by 

Ali Bafla, whofe name it bears. Near it 

i» the Jbershi^ a ftreet of a mile in length, 
full of (hops of all kind of fine merchandize, 
W exceffive dear, nothing being made here. — 
It is covered on the top with boards, to keep 
^ut the rain, that merchants may met conven- 
iently in all weather. The btjUen near it is an- 
Either exchange, built upon pillars, where all 
forts of horfe-furniture is fold : glittering every 
Here with ^oJd, rich embroidex^ ^ud \<iVfcU^ 
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it makes a very agreeable fitow, Fi 
pbcc I wt^nt, in my TurkiOi coach, to t] 
whkh is to move in a icw days to the i 
The Aikan b already gone to his tciitSj 
his court 5 tlie apfea ranee of ihem b^ 
very niagniiicem* "1 hofc of the greai 
rather like paUces than tt.nts, taking U| 
compafsof groundj and being divUted in 
number of apartrrteuts. They are all ( 
and the kajpisofthrt^etmli^ havt thofe ei 
their power placed in a very con fpkuoua 
before- their tents, w hkh are adorned or 
^ith gilded balls, more or lefs, according 
difter^nt ranks. The ladles go in coach 
the cump, as eagerly as ours did to that c 
p-irk i but 'tis very eafy to obfenc, that 
diens do not begin the campaign with a 
clicerfulncf^* 11ie wnr is n general grlcv 
on the people, but particularly hard v 
tr^difnlen, now that the grand fignior i 
ed to lead his army in perfon. Every c 
of them is obliged, upon this occafion, i 
a prefent according to tlieir ability. 

I TOOK the pains of rifing at fix in th 
ing to fee the ceremony, which did not, 
er, begin till eight. The grand fignloi 
the fera^lio window, to fee the proceflioi 
pallt'd through tlie principal llreets. 
preceded by an /jf'tv/r//, n^ounted on a 
richly furniflied, reading aloud the 
finely bound, laid upon a cufiiion. He ' 
rounded by a parcel of boys, in wjiite, 
ioiue verfcs of it, foUoucd by a ninn dr 
green boughs, repveCeuxm^ v\c\e7A\\wi^ 
fowina: feed. After \v.vt\ k\c\v\x'iAv 
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gtrUnds of cars of cprn, asCcrcs is piAured, 
mxk fcjtbcs in dteir hands, feemed to mow. — 
Then a iittk macl^e drawn by oxen, in which 
>nsd wind-miii^and boys employed in grinding 
.iconii followed fay anotner n^acHine^ drawn by 
4nfiUbes, carrying an oosn, and two more boys, 
^BK employiul in kneadina the bread, and an- 
hAk in drawing it out of the oven. Thefe boys 
.*lbtw litxlle oakes on .both fides amongft the 
'mwdt and were foUowed hj the whole compa- 
^ of bikers^ nurching on toot, two by two, in 
^wirbofl; clptfae$v with oakcs, loaves, ptfties,aud 
J|isi of all ibsts, on their }ieads, atid after them 
lMrebufii)pn8, or jack-puddings, with their faces 
«E|d ck/thtfi fmeared with mesj, who diverted 
(die mob Wi«h -their antick geftures. In the fame 
imt manri^ -followed all the companies of 
trade in the empire ; the nobler fort, fuch as 
JQweller^ mercers, &c. finely mounted, and 
mat^ df >t^ pageatitis dtat reprefisnt; their trades, 
lorfeOl^ l^gnificent \ amongft which that of 
^ furriers made one of the beft^figures, being 
:sHiy large machine, let rouadiAvith the (kins 
"Of ermines, fQx^s, -^c. fo well ftuffiid, that the 
ttimals -ieemed to be alive, and foUowed by 
WB^ek and dancer^. • I believe they far^re, up- 
^tke whele , twenty thoufand men, all ready 
to follow his highneife, -if be commanded them. 
Hie Te9t was-' elofo^ by the volunteers, wlio 
came to beg tbe honour of dying in his fb-vice. 
!%is part of the^ftow feemed to me fo barbar- 
His, that I removed from the window upon the 
irft appearanqe of it. They were all nakod to 
be middle. Some had their arms piorced 
brough with arrows, left {Uokvu^ mithem. — 
N 
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Others had them flicking in didr 
blood trickling down their faces. 8om 
didr anus mth fharp kiiivcs, making t 
fpring out upon thofe that ftood the 
this is looked upon as an ciprellion 
zeal for glor jr, 1 am told that fome n; 
of it to advance their lore j and, \vh 
are near the window where their 
Hands, ( all women in the town being 
fee this fpedlnclc ) they ilick another a; 
her fske, who gives fome fign of app 
antl encouragement to tliis gallantrjr,|Tl 
ilxow iafted for near eight hours, to n 
forrow, whovi'us heartily tired, though 
the houfe of the widow of cap tail 
( admiral ] who refrelhed me with 
fwect-meats, flierbct* &c* with all pofl; 
lity, 

I WENT, two days after, to fee the m 
fultan Selim I. which is a building v€ 
worth the curiofity of a traveller, I waj 
in my Turkifli habit, and admitted 
fcruple ; though I believe they gueflec 
was, by the extreme officioufnefs ofth 
keeper, to fhow me every part of it- 
tuated very advantageoufly in the midft 
cky, and in the higheft part of it, m 
very noble fliow. The firft court has foi 
and the innermoft three. They are 1 
them furrounded with cloifters, with ma 
lars of the lonick order, finely polifhed, 
very lively colours : the whole paveme 
white marble, and the roof of the cloiilei 
cd into fcveral cuyoVa^ ox dotw^s^ head< 



jUt balls on the top. In the micUl of each 
court, are fine fountains of white marble ; anil, 
kcfore the great gate of the mofqtie, a portico, 
with green marble pillars, which has iivc gntos, 
the body of the mofque being one prodigious 
dome. I underftand fo litth of architect ure, 
I dare not pretend to fpeak of t^ie proportions. 
Itfeemed to be very regular ; this I am fure uf, 
itisvaftly high, and I thought it the nobielt 
Imilding I ever faw. It has two rows of mar- 
Ue galleries and pillars, wit!i marble baliilires ; 
the pavement is alfo marble, covered with Pcr- 
fian carpets. In my opinion, it is a great addi- 
.tion to ltd beauty, that it is not divided into 
pews, and cumbered with forms and benches 
like our churches ; nor the pillars ( w-hich are 
Jftoft of them red and white marble ) disfigured 
l>y the little tawdry images and piflures that 
give Roman-catholick churches the air of toy- 
ftops. The walls feemed to me inlaid with 
fuch very lively colours, in fmall flowers, that I 
Could not imagine what ftones had been made 
ufe of. But going nearer, I faw they were 
crufted with Japan china, which has a very 
fccautiful efFeft. In the midft hung a vaft lamp 
of filver, gilt ; befides which, I do verily believe, 
there were at leaft two thoufand of a lefler fize. 
This muft look very glorious, when they are all 
lighted i but being at nigh.t, no women are fuf- 
fered to enter. Under the large lamp, i< a great 
puJpit of carved wood, gilt ; and, juft by, a 
fountain to wafh, which, you know, is an cf- 
fcntial part of their devotion. In one cornt^r, vs 
^ little gallery, inclofed with gilded lattices, for 
.the gr^nd fignior. At the upjtx cw^\> -^ Ws^ 
N 2 
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niche, very like Jinalfar, taifed twoftcpsi 
ed wirli gold brocade, and, ftanding bel 
two filvcT gHt candkilicksi the height of 
and in themj \vhitc wax cnndies, as thir 
man's wailL The outlTde of the mofquc 
orned with towers, TalLy htgh^ gilt on ll 
from whence die inmunu call the people X 
crs* 1 had tlie curiofiry to go up one of 
which is contrived fo artfivHy, as to give fi 
to all that fee it. There is but one door, 
leads to three different rtair-cafcs, going 
three ditTerent {lories of the tower^ in i 
manner, that three priefts mayafcend, rot 
without ever meeting each other y a conr 
very much admired. Behind the mofqu« 
exchange full of fliops, inhere poor artifi( 
lodged gratis. I faw feveral dervlfes ^ 
prayers 'here* They are dreffed in a plai 
of woolen, with their arms bare, and a 
cap on their heads, like a hi^h crown 
without brims. I went to fee fotne oth* 
ques, built much after the fame manner, 
comparable^ in point of magnificencej t 
have defer J bed, which is infinitely bcyc 
church in Germany or England ; I wont U 
llier countries I have not feen. The ferag 
not fcem a very magnificent palace, l 
gardens are very large, plentifully fupplk 
water, and full of trees ; whtch is .dl 1 I 
them^ having never been in then\. 

I TEi-L you nothing nf the order 
W - ■ *s entry,and his audience. Theft 
nre a/ways the fii^^f, and have been ih oi 
/cribecl, I won't Uoubk ^^ov\ nv\\\v \N\^ 
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tmn. The young prince, about eleven years 
old, fits near his father when he gives audience : 
l^is a handfome boy; but, probably, will not 
immediately fuccced the fultan, there beinc^ 
two fons- of the fultan Muilapha (his cKtcll 
brother) remaining ; the eldeit about twenty 
years old, on whom the hopes of the people 
arc fixed. This reign has been bloody and 
avaricious. I am apt to believe, they are very 
impatient to fee the end of it- 

I am. Sir, your, iffc. i^c. 

P. S. I ' will write to you again from Con- 
lie. 



LETTER XXXV. 

To the Abbot r- 



Conftantimple^ May 29. O. S. 

I HAVE had the advantage of very fine wea- 
ther all my journey ; and as the Summer 
^ now in its beauty, I enjoyed the pleafure of 
fine profpefts ; and the meado,ws being full of 
^ forts of garden flowers, and fweet heibs, 
niy berlin perfumed the air as it prefled them. 
The grand fignior furnifhed us with tlilrty 
Covered waggons for our baggage, and five 
Coaches of the country for my women. We 
found the road full of the great fpahis and their 
Equipages coming out of Af\;x IQ live ^-^x, . ''nNs.^ 
N 3 
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always travel ivkli tents? but I chdfe 
houfes all the way, I will wot troi 
\vnh the Tiamc*^ of the villages we p 
which there was nothing rcnmrkable. 
Ciotkl, where rherc was a i'lhuf, or little 
built for the ufe of the grand fjgiiiw, 
goes this TOac!^ I had tlie curiofity tc 
tlic apiinmcnts deftinedfor the kdie 
coLtrt« They were in the rhidft of 
grove of trees j made frefh by fouiitair 
wa^ moll fur prized to f<!e the wall 
covered with Jittlc diftiches of Turki: 
wrote with pencils. I made my interp 
phiiii them to me, and f found feverafl 
very well turned j though I eafily belie 
that they had loft much of their t 
the tranflutioti* One wvi.% litemMy the 
glifh: 

Jf^e come into this worlds we lodge and «r< 
He, never goeSy fhat^s lodged iv'ithin my 

The reft of our journey was thn 
painted meadows, by the fide of the 
Marmora, the ancient Propontis. Wt 
night at Selivrea, anciently a noble tow 
now a good fea-pOrt, and neatly buili 
and has a bridge of thirty two arches, 
a famous ancient Greek church. I 1 
one of my coaches to a Greek lady, wl 
the conveniency of travelling with 
dcfigned to pay her devotions, and I 
of the opportunity of going .with her, 
k an ill-built edidcc, fet out with 1 
fort of ornaments, but \ds^\v:\\^ •j.-^xXv: 



j wfiolfeic chcrtclite. Thdy "(howcd the a fliiiuTi 
f body, where I thrtvr a piece of rtortey 5 ftiui a 
^ {iftareof theyirgtn Mary, drawn by the hand 
tf St. Lake, v&ry little tq the credit 6i his 
fjtotihgj but, howcvetj the fincft Madona of 
Mji is not m6te famous for her miracles. The 
meks hare a monftroa^ tafte in. theiir pi<flurcs, 
♦lidi fbr more finery » arc- always dfawn upon 
i gdid groMd: . Yo^ may imagine what a good 
•or Aib hte 5 bdt they have no notibn, eifher 
of (hacie. or ptoJwrHonr They have a biftiop 
Ijfccw, who officiated in his^ purple fobe^ ahd feht 
tft * candle as Mg as myielf fbr a prefent, 
Wieii 1 >ai kt my Ibdging.. We lay that night 
jj a fo^ called fttrjuk i^ekmegfe. Or Great 
wSdge^ anil the night following^ at Kajufc 
Gckmege, or Little Bridge, in a Vet^ Jileafant 
lodging, formerly a monailry of dervifes, having 
Itefere it a large, cduit, ettCOn^fied With mar- 
tic dolfteirs, with a good fodntath in the middle. 
The ptof^flt from this place and the gardens 
I iSJtmd it, is Ae moft agreeable I hiave feen ; 
itiA iho'O^s, that monks of all religions, know 
"Jfow tb xhoofe their retirements. It is now 
TOoilging tb a hogia or fchoolmafter, who tcach- 
iBs'bbys here. 1 atfccjd him to (how me his own 
•JpSirtttieiit, and was furpri^ed to fee him point 
to the tall cyptefs tree in the g'ardcn, on the 
top of which was a place for a bed fbr himfelf, 
and a Kttle IbS/^er, one for his wif6 and chil- 
xlrch, who ifli^pt there every night. I was fo 
much diverted with the fancy, I refolved to ex- 
athinc his neft nearer*, but, after going up 
fifty Heps, i found I had ftill fifty to go up, and 
ihth 1 nnift cKmb f roin bt^tvdv xo VytWiK.lv> >^i\xb. 
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fome hazard of my necfc, I thought it 
the bell way to coojC down again. 

We an-i%'cd the ncatt day at Conflai 
feut I can yet tell you very IktJe of it 
time having been taken up with rccelvi 
which are, at lead, a vet)' good eiitei 
to the eyes, the young women being all 
and their beauty highly improved by 
tafte of their drefs* Our palace is 
which h no more a fuburb of Conila 
than Weftmiuifter iS a fuburb to Load 
the ambaiTadors are lodged very near ea 
One part of onr houfe fliows us the j 
citys and the feragMo, and the diftan 
Afiaj perhaps, all together, the moil 
profpcft in the world, 

A CERTAIN French author fays, C 
noplc is twice a5 big as Paris. Mr. W 
Hn willing to own it is bigger than 
though I confefs it appears to me to b( 
I don't believe it is fo populous. Th< 
fields about it are certainly much lar 
the whole city. It is furprizing wha 
deal of land is loft this way in Turkey, 
times I have feen burying places of feve 
belonging to very inconfiderable villag 
were formerly great towns, and retiiin 
mark of their ancient grandeur, than tl 
one. On no occafion do they ever 
fton e that fcrves for a monument, 
them arc coftly enough, being of very 
bie. Tneyfctupa pillar, with a carvt 
on the top of it, lo t\.e iv\^t:vo\>^ qC 



^as tHe tnrbato^ by their diitercnt (hapes, 
Ihow the qiiitlity 6r profcfflorij it is in a manner 

. pttdfig tip fhd anns of the deceared. fiefides, 
the pillar coiiimdiily bears an infcrijition in gold 
fetefsi THe ladies have a ^ Ample pillar, U'ith- 
<tot other omameriti except thofethat die uft- 
Wifrfedj who hav« a rofe oti the topdf their 

\ mnniajent* The fcpulchrcs of particular fanii-« 

I fts are raited ihj and planted round With trees. 

[ Ttefc 6f the fultansj and fome great men, 
hm hinps cdiifliantly burning in them. 

. Which I tjpokt of th^ir religioni I forgot to mcn- 
idnhro particularities, one of ^hich I h»d read 
ofi but it fecmed IB odd to mfej I coiild hot be- 
fereit ; yet it is certainly tfue ; that wheii a man 
has divorced his wife, in the mod folemn man- 
ner^ Ife can take her dgain, upon no other teiriVis, 
tkan perihitting another ifian to gals a night with 
te i aiid there are fome exaitiples of thofe, who 
feve febihltted to this liw, rather thari not harfe. 
feck thcifr beloved. The other point of doftrine 
ft vfery extiraordindry. Any woman that dies 
^iiaamedi is looked iipoh to die in a ftate of rc- 
^batira. To confirm this belief, they rcafon, 
Aat the end of the creation of woman, is to in- 
^afc and multiply ; and that (he is only pl-o- 
jWv employed in the works of her tailing, when 
ftc IS bringing forth children, or taking care of 
^"Cht, ivhich are ail the virtues God expefts from 
*«r. And indeed j their way of life, which (huts 
f"Cih out of all publick commerce, does not per- 
mit them any other. Our vulgar notion, that 
"*cy don't own women to have any foujis, is a 
^^Stake.. It is true, they fay, tlit^ ^^ i;iQt<i£ Co 



elcrated akmc!,and therefore muft not ] 
he admitted ioto the parndife appointed 
iticn, who ATC to be entertained by ceklli; 
tics. But there is a place of happifiefs t 
for fouls of the inferior order, where ; 
women are to be in eternal blift p Many * 
are very fupv^rftitious, and will not reir 
dows ten dayjij ivx fear of dying- in the re 
Jlate of a uklth creature. But thofe tl 
tl^ir liberty, and s^re not Haves to their r 
content themfelves witli marrying wht 
are afraid of dying. This is a piece of 
gy, very differen t from that, which teac 
thing more acceptable to God than a 
perpetual Virginity ^ uhich divinity is a 
tioualj I leave you to determine. 

I have already made fomc prog re fs h 
left ion of Greek mcdalij* Here are fcv€ 
feiJed antiquaries, who are ready to fei 
body that dcfires them. But you cannot 
tow they liare in my face, when I enquii 
them, as if nobody was permitted to fe 
medals, till tht:y were grown a piece of 
ty themfeh'cs. I hiive got fome very ■ 
ones of the Macedonian kings, particul 
of Prrffus, fo lively, I fancy J can fee ^ 
quidi litis in his face, 1 have a porpli) 
finely cut^of the true Greek fculpture ; I 
it reprefent^ is to be guelTcd at by the 
when J return. For you are not to 
thefe antiquaries (who are all Greeks) I* 
ny thing. Their trade is only to fel 
h;}ve cur refpon dents at: Aleppo, Grand C 
Atdbia and Paleftine, Vilio ktid xWr.-^ 



t;rrrBW. 143 

1 ^d^ and very often great heaps, that are 
7 fit to melt into pans and kettles. They get 
t beft price they can for any of them, with- 
t knowing thofe that are valuable, from thofe 
It are not. Thofe that pretend to {kill,gene- 
Uy find out the image of fome faint in the 
Bdak of the Greek cities. One of them (hew- 
l me the figure of a Pallas, with a viAory in 
Tfaaiidon a rererfe, aflured me, it was the 
irgin, holding a crucifix. The fame man of- 
lA me the headf of a Socrates, oa a fardoniz ; 
id, to enhance the value, gave him the title 
&int Auguftine. I have befpoke a mummy^ 
Uch I hope will coine fafeto my hands, not* 
ithilanding the misfortune tliat befel a very 
H one, defigned for the king of Sweden. He 
ivc a very great price for it, and the Turks 
ok it into their heads, that he muft have (bme . 
ofiderable projedl depending upon it. They 
acted it the body of, God knows who, and that 
c ftate of their empire myftically depended on 
e confervation of it. Some old prophecies 
ere remembered upon this occafion, and the 
ummy committed prifoner to the fev^n towers, 
here it has remained under clofe confinement 
rcr fince. I dare not tiy my intereft in fo 
mfiderable a point, as the releafe of it ; but I 
ope mine will paCs without examination. I can 
i\ you nothing more at prefent of this famous 
^ty. When I have looked a little about me, you 
ball hear from me again. I am Sir, 

Yours, Gfc. is^c. . 



LETTER SXX¥L 

Td Mr, Pope. 
Beigmde ViJhgey June i 

THOPEr before this time, you have 
tw^> or three of my letters. 1 had ; 
ycftertiay, though dated the third of Feb 
wticli you fuppol'tr mc IQ b« dead and t 
^bavc already let you know^ that I am it 
but to fay truth I look upon my pre fen* 
ilanees to be exaiEtly the f^me with the 
Jjartcd fpirks. The heats of Conlh 
have driven inc to this place, whieh 
arifwers the defcription of the Elyfian 
am. in the middle of a wood, confiitini 
of frujit trees watered by a vait number 
tains, famous for the excellency of the 
and divided into many fhady walks, ur 
grafs, that feems to me artificial, but, 
fured, is the pure work of Nature — 
view of the Black-fea, from whence w< 
tually enjoy the refrefhment of cool 
that make us infenfible of the heat of the 
The village is only inhabited by the ri 
mongft the Chriilians, who meet every 
a fountain, forty paces from my houfe, 
and dance. The beauty and drefs of i 
men cxadlly refcmble the ideas of the 
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vjmpbsy aailiej are giren us by the reprefen- 
stations ot the poeu and painters. But what .per- 
vades me more fully of my deceafe, is the fi- 
toatioii of my own mind^ the profound ignorance 
I am in, of . whajt pafles among the living (which 

Scomes tomeby chance ) and^the great calm» 
widi which I receive it. Tet I have itiU 
ahsnkecing after my friends and acquaintances 
Mt in the worlds accor<Gng to the authority of 
4itat admirable author 

■ That /pirits departid are wondrous k'mi 
. Tofninds and relations left behind: 

, Which no h(fy earn deny* 

OfwUchrolemntruthy I am a ^ir^inftaiice, I 
^diink- Virgil is of the £ime opinion, that in hu- 
. nan fouls there will be (till f ome remains 9f hu- 
Aao paflions-: 

■ ■ Cur^ non ippe inmorte relinquunU 

Aod it 48 very neceflai^) to make a 'perfed Ely- 
tarn, that there fhould be a river Lethe, which 
hun not -fo happy as to find. To fay the truth, 
lam fometimes very weary of this finging and 
^cing, and funihlne, -and wifti for the unoke 
and impertinencies in which you toil ; though 
I endeavour to pcrfuade myfclf, that I live in 
a more agreeable variety than you do ; tmd that 
Monday, fetting of partridges ; fuefday reading 
Englifh; Wcdncfday, ftudying in the Turkifli 
language, (in which, by the way, I am already 
very - learned ;) Thurfday, claifical authors j 
Friday, fpent in writings SaturdaY^ at^mi[ needle 
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and Sunday, admktiag of vifits, and hei 
of mufjck is a better way of difpodng' o; 
wc^ki than^ — Monday, at the drawing-io 
Tuefday, lady Mohun's ; Wedncfday, at 
opera i Thurfday, the play ; Friday, Mrs. C 
wynd's, &c. a perpetual round of hearing 
fame fcandal, and feeing the fame follies a 
over and over, which here aiFe£l me no r 
riian they do other dead people- I can 
hear of difpleafmg things with pity, and n 
out indignation* The reflection on the | 
gulph between you and tne, cools all news 
come hitlier* I can neither be fenfibly tou< 
witli joy or griefj when I confiderj that po£ 
the caufe of either is removed, before the h 
comes to my hands. But (as i faid bci 
this indolence does not extend to my few hk 
(hips ; I am ftiil warmly fenfible of yours 
Mr. Congreve's, and defire to live in ) 
remembrance^ though dead to all the w 
befide, 

I am, Isl'c. €5V. 



LETTER XXXVIL 

To the Lady 

Belgrade Village j June 17. O > 

J Heartily beg your ladyfhip's pardon ; 
I really could not forbear laughing hear 
at ^our letter, and t\\^ commiffioas you 
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(ed to hoBour me with. You defire me to 
you a Greek flare, who is to be miftrefs 
thoufiind good quaHti^s. The Greeks are 
rfby and iiot flaves. Thofe who are to be 
{ht in that mannerj are either fuch as are 
n in war, or ftokii by the Tartars from 
Ba, Circaifia, or Georgia, and are fuch mife- 
e, awkward, poor wretches, you woutd not 
k any of them worthy to be your houfe- 
iu It ia true,, that many thouiands^ were 
n in the Morea \ but thejr have been moft . 
hem,, redeemed by the charitable contribu- 
is of the Chriftifins, or ranfomed by their 
a relations at Venice.. The fine flaves that 
t upon the great ladies, or ferve the pleafures 
ie great men, are all bought at the age of 
bt or nine years old, and educated with great 
e, to accompli(h them in Ringing, dancing, 
broidery, &c. They arfe commonly Cir- 
Eans, and their patron never fells them, 
:cpt it is a punifhment for fome very great 
It. If ever they grow weary of them, they 
ier prefent them to a friend, or give them 
ir freedom. Thofe that are expofed to fale 
he markets, are always either guilty of fome 
me, or fo entirely worthlefs, that they are of 
ufe at all. I am afraid, you will doubt the 
ith of this account, which, I own, is very dif- 
ent from our common notions in England ; 

t it is no lefs truth, for all that. Your 

ole letter is full of miftakes, from one end to 
: other. I fee you have taken your ideas of 
irkey from that worthy author Dumont, who 
I writ with equal ignorance and confidence, 
a a jMrtJcular pleafure to tat \«5i\t>x^ v:^^ 
O 2 
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the voyages to die Levant, which arc { 
fo far removed from truth, and fo fuU 
fufdities, I am very wdl diverted wit 
They never fail to give you an accoun 
women, whomj *tis certain tJiey never i 
talking very wifely of the geoiua oi tl 
into whofe company they are never m 
and very often dcfcribe niofques, whick 
led not even peep into. The Turks 
proudj and will not converfe with a ftrai 
are not a flu red is considerable in his own 
I fpcak of the men of diRinifiion j for, 
ordinary fellows, you may imagine w 
their converfation can give of the natuc 
of the people. 

As to the balm of Mecca, T will ccrta 
you fome j but it is not fo eafily got as 
pofe it, and I cannot,, in confcience, a< 
to make ufe of it. I know not how it 
have fuch univerfal applaufc. All the 
my acquaintance, at London and Vien 
begged me to fend pots of it to them, 
had a prefent of'a fmall quantity {whi( 
fure you, is very valuable) of the beft 1 
with great joy applied it to my face, c 
fome wonderful effe6^ to my advantag 
next morning, the change indeed was w( 
my face was fwelled to a very extraordi 

and all over as red as my lady H *s 

mained in this lamentable Itate three < 

ring which, you may be fure, I pafl'ed 

very ill. I believed it would never be oi 

(.2ndy tO'4<Jdtomy mortification, Mr. W 

' eproached m.y ludVtotuoiv ^^vOw^u^. 
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However, my £ace is fince in Jlatu qm / luiy, I 
am told by the ladies here, that it is much mend- 
ed by die operatian, which, I colifcfs, I cannot 
perceive in my looking-glafs. Indeed, it* one was 
to form an opinion of this balm from their faces« 
one fliould think very wcU of it. They all make 
life of it, and have the lovelieft bloom in the 
worlds ¥or my part, I never intend to endure 
the paib of it ag-^ln \ let my complexion take 
ksnatural eourfe, and decay in its own due time. 
thave very little efteem for medicines of this 
V OBitwc ; bat do as you pleafe Madam ^ only re- 
\ Member, before you ufe it, that your face will 
i aot be fuch as you will care to (hew in the ilra w- 
\ iog room for fome days after. If one was to 
'l UBevc the wonten in this country, there is a fu- 
;4 ftr way of making one's felf beloved, than by be- 
Muag handfomc ; though you know, that's our 
BKtbod-. But they pretend to tlie knowledge of 
fecicts, tiiat, .by way of enchantment, give tliem 
Ac entire emj^re over whom they pleafe. For 
lie, who am not very apt to believe in wonders, 
i*ct»ot find faith for this. I difputed the point 
lUl night with a lady, who really talks very fen- 
$Uy on any other fubje£l ; but- (he was down- 
^ »^t angry with me, in that (he did not perceive, 
* Ihe had perfuaded me of the truth of forty ftories 
[ ihe told me of this kind ; and, at laft, mentioned 
fcvcral ridiculous marriages, that there could be 
no other reafon affigned for. I affured her, that, 
in England, where we were entirely ignorant of 
all magick, where the climate is not half fo warm, 
nor the women half fo handfome, we were not 
without OUT ridiculous marriages; and that we 
did not \o6k upon it as any t^iu^ l^^g^\tv';co^v<\^ 

03 
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vhcn a man plajred the fool for the fa 

woman. But my arguments could not c 
her again ft (as ihe faid) her cerram knc 
To this ihe added, that flic fcrupled mal 
of chamu herfclf ; bm that (he could do ; 
ever ftie pkafed ;, and, Raring me in % 
fsiidj {with a very learned air) that no t 
ments would have their effects upon m 
that there were fome people exempt frc 
power, but very few. You may imagim 
laughed at this difcourfe : but all the wo 
of the fanae opinion. They don't pre 
any commerce with the devil ;. but o 
there are certain compofitbns adapted tc 
love. If one could fewd over a ihip-load i 
I fancy it would be a very quick way o 
an eftate. What would not fome ladic 
acquaintancej'giveforfuch merchandize i 

my dear lady , I cannot c 

my letter with a fubjeift that afford 
delightful fcenes to tlie imagination. 
you to figure to yourfelf^ the extrera 
that will be made to me, at my rcturi 
travels fliould furniih me wit]i fuch : 
piece of learning. I am, dear Madam 
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« 
LETTEIL XXXVUL 



To Mrs. T- 



Fera of Conftantinopki Jan, 4. O. S. 

AM infinitely obliged to ytfu, dear Mrs. 

T-i — , for youis entertaining letter. You 
the only one of my correfpohdents that have 
ged right enough^ uy think I would gladly 
informed of the news amongtt you. All the 
; of them tell me, (almoft in the fame words) 
t they fuppofe I imow every thing. Why 
f are- pleafed to fuppofe in this manner, I 
I gu^fs no reafon, except they are perfuaded, 
t the breed of Mahomet's pigeon, fttli fub- 
s in this country, and that I receive fuper« 
iiral intelligence. I wifh I could return vour 
>dnef8 wi& fome diverting accotmts from 
ice. But I know not what part of the 
nes here: would gratify your curiofity, or whe- 
T you have any curiofity at all for things fo 

diftant. To fay the truth, I am, at diis pre- 
it writing, not very much turned for the re- 
kftion of what is diverting, my head being 
oily filled with the preparations necefiary for 
: incrcafe of my family, which I ezpefl every 
f. You may eafily guefs at my uneafy fitua- 
n. But I am, however, comforted in fome 
^ee, by the glory that accrues to me from it, 
1 a refledlion on^e contempt I fliould other- 




wife fall under.- You won't know what to 
make of this fpecch ; but, in this country, 'tis 
more dcfpi cable to be marriei.1 and not fruitful, 
than 'tia with us to be fruitful before marriage* 
They have a notionj that, whenever a woman 
leaves ofFbringmg forth children, \h becaufeft( 
is too old for that bufinefs, whatever her fao^ 
fays to the contrary. This opinion makes th^ 
ladies here fo ready to make proofs of theil 
youth, (which is as neceflary, in order to be| 
rtcii'ut'd beauty i as it is to ihow the proofs m 
nobility, to be admitted knights of Maka) tht 
they do not content themfdves with ufmg ite 
natural meansi but fly to all forts of quack*^ 
eries, to avoid the fcaitdal of being pafl chilli 
bearing, aod often idH tbemfelvci by them. 
"Without any exaggeration, all the women of my 
actjuaintance have tweke or thirteen children i 
and the old ones boait of having had five and 
twenty, or thirty a-^piece, and arc refpe£ted 
according to the number they have produced* 
^ When they are with chiM, *tis dieir com- 
mon exprcifion to fay. They h(^e God wiU ie 
fo merciful as to fend them two thU ttme^ and 
when I Jiave afked them fomctknes. How tHey 
expefted to provide for fuch a flock as they 
defire ? They anfwer, That the plague wxU 
certainly kill half of them ; which, indeed, gene- 
rally happens, without much concern to the 
parents, who are fatisfied with the vanity d 
having brought forth fo plentifully. The Frencl 
ambaflfadrefs is forced to comply with tliii 
fafhion as well as myfelf. She has not been 
here much above a year, and has lain in once. 
and is big again. W\i;i^ \s moft. >Hwwk.x£\iL^ u 
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tHc cicmption they fcem to enjoy from the 
cmfe entailed on the fex. They fee all com- 
pany the day of their delivery, and at the 
fertnight's end, return vifits, fet out in their 
jewels and new clothes. I wifli I may fmd the 
influence €>f the climate in this particular. But 
I fear I (hall continue ah Englilhwoman in 
that afiair, as well as I do in my dread of fire 
tod plague, which are two things very little 
feared here. Moft families have had their 
houfes burnt down once or twice, occafioned 
by their extraordinary way of warming them- 
felvcs, which is neither by chimnies nor ftoves, 
but by a certain machine called a tendour^ the 
kdght of two feet, in the form of a table, co- 
hered with a fine carpet or embroidery. This 
n made only of wood, and they put into it 
afmall quantity of hot afhes, and^fit with their 
legs under the carpet. At this table they work, 
lead, and Very often flcep 5 and if they chance 
to iream, kick down the tendour^ and the hot 
afljcs commonly fet the houfe on fire. There 
^erc five hundred houfes burnt in this manner 
about a fortnight ago, and I have fcen feveral 
of the owners fince, who feem not at all moved 
atfo common a misfortune. They put their 
goods into a bark^ and fee their houfes burn 
with great philofophy, their perfons being 
Very feldom endangered, having no Itairs to 
dcfccnd. 

But, having entertained you with things I 
don't like, 'tis but juft I fhould tell you fome- 
Jiing that pleafes me. The climate is delightful 
n the extremeft degree. I am now fitting, this 



CG) ano Decier cxecurco man our&} pan: 
the punifliment of conviified liars (triu 
eriminaU in our country, God knows : 
are burnt in the forehead "with ^n b< 
when they uro proved the aut}>or9 of 5 
ts}rious falfehoeds. How many whiti 
heads (bould we fee disfigured ! Hov 
fine gentlemen would be forced to we 
wigs as low as their eye-brows, were t 
in pr^ftice with us ! I ibouM go on 
you many other parts of juftice^ but 
£cnd for my midwife« 



UETTER XXXIX. 

To the Coimftf^ffi nf — »— 
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»F April laft, in vfaich you tell me, that you 
ire on the point of leaving England, and pro- 
xufe me a direAion for the pbce you (lay in ; 
but I have, in vain, expefled it till now; and 
now I only learn from me gazette, that you are 
returned, which induces me to venture this 
letter to your houfe at London. I had rather 
ten of my letters fhould be loft, .than you ima« 
.:gine I don^t write ; and I think it is hard for- 
tune, if one in ten don't reach you. However, 
lam refolved to keep the 'copies, as teftimo- 
aies of my inclination, to give you to the utmoft 
of my power, all the diverting part of my travels, 
"ifdle you are exempt from ail the fatigues and 
Jnconveniencies. 

In the firft place flien, I wifh you joy of your 
saiecc J for I was brought to bed of a daughter * 
five weeks ago. I don't mention this as one of 
my diverting adventures ; though I muft own, 
that it is not half fo mortifying here as in Eng- 
land ; there being as much difit^rence, as there 
is between a little cold in the head, which fome- 
timcs happens here^ and the confuraption cough, 
■fo common in London. No body keeps tlieir 
houfe a month for lyii?g in ; and I am not fo 
fond of any ofomr cuftoms, as to retain them 
>vhen they are not neceffary I returned my 
"^'ifits at three weeks end, and, about four days 
ago, crofled the fea, which divides this place 
from Conftantinople, to make a new one, 
'•^here I had the good fortune to pick up many 

• The prcfent Cou&tcfs of Butt. 



curiofitieSi I went to £ee the fultana l 
favourite of tlic late emperor Muflapli 
yoa know, ( or perhaps you tion*t kno^ 
4eporcd by his brothcrj the reigning ful 
died in a few weeks after, being poifon 
was generally believed. This lady ^'as i 
ately after his deatli^ faluted with an 
order to leave tlie fcragJiO, and cliooft 
a hufhand among the great men at thi 
'—I fuppofe you may imagine her oven 
this propofah — Quite the contrary* — ■ 
who are called, and efteem themfelves 
look upon this liberty as the greated ■ 
and alFront that can happen to then: 
threw herfelf at die Sultan's feet, and 
him to poignard her, rather than uic his b 
widow with that contempt. She reprcfi 
him in agonici of forrow, that flie was f 
ed from this misfortune, by having brou 
princes into the Ottoman family ; but 
boys bein^ dead and only one girl furvivii 
excufe was not received and (lie was coi 
to make her choice. She chofe Bekir 
then fecretary of ftate, and above fourfco 

^old, to convince the world, that fhe firml 
ded to keep the vow flie had made, o 
fuffering a fecond hufband to approach h< 
and fmce fhe muft honour fome fubjecl f 
to be called his, fhe would choofe liir 
mark of her gratitude, fince it was he tl 
prefented her, at the age of ten years, to 1 
lord* But flie never permitted him to 
onevifit ; though it is noM' fifteen years, 
been in his houfe, vr^ere fhe pafTes her 

unJnterupted mouTT\\v\g^^ v:kh a conflan 
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e known in Chriftendonii ^fpecially itk a 
ow of one and twcntj^ for fhe is now "but 
ty-Gz. She hasno black eunncfas for her 
xd, her htifband being obliged to refpeA her 
I qneenj and not to inquire at all into what 
.one*in lier ^qpartmeat. 

'. w]is led into a large toom» -with a fofa the 
ole length of it, adorned with white marble 
ara like a rtif/Zr, covered with pale bine £• 
ed vehret, on a fihrer ground, with cuflii^ns 
the fame, wheire I was -defired to repofcp ' 

the fuluna appeared, who had contrived 
I manner of reception, to avoid rifinff up at 
' entrance, though (he nutde me an inclinSi- 
d of her head, when I rofe up -to her. * I was 
y glad to obferve a lady that had been diftin« 
[(bed by the favour i>f ah emperor, to whom 
luties were, every *"^jiy, prefented from ail 
ts of the world. But (he did not feem "to 
:, to have'ever been half fo beautiful as the 
r Fatifha I faw at Adrianople^ though ibe 
1 the remains of a fine face, more decayed 

forrow than time. But her dreis was fome- 
ng fo furprifingly rich, thzt I cannot for- 
ir defcribing it to you. She wore a veft 
led dualma^ which difiers from a iafian by 
)ger Beeves, and folding over at the bottom, 
was of purple cloth, ftrait to her fhape, and 
ick fet, on each fide down to hei' feet, and 
and the flecves, with pearls of the beft water, 

the fame fize as their buttons commonly 
5. You muft not fuppofe, that I mean as 
•ge as thofe *of my Lori ^ — ^, but about the 
pxefs of a pea \ and to thcilie bultots^ Ui^ 
P 
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loop3 of diamonds, in the form of thofe gold 
loops fo common on birth day coats. This habit 
was tied, at the waift, widi two inrge talTcls d 
fmaU^r pearls, and round the arms embroider* 
cd with large diamonds. Her (hi ft was faftcn- 
ed at the botom with a great diamond, ihaped 
like a lozenge j her girdle as broad as die broadeft 
Englifh riband, entirely covered widi diamonds. 
Round her neck Ihe wore three chains, which 
reached to her knees 5, one of large pearl, at 
the bottom of which hung a fine coloured eme- 
rald, as big as a turkey-egg : another, conhiting 
ol two hundred emeralds, clofe jomed together, 
of the molt lively green, perfe£lly matched, eve* 
ry one as large as a half-crowji piece, and a* 
thick as three crowii pieces, and another of 
fmall emeralds, perfei^ly round. But her ear- 
rings eclipfed all the reft- They were two 
diamonds, iliaped exa£tly Ukc pears, as large 
as a big hazelnut- Round her taipm:hf^ fe 

had four firings of pearl- the white ft and 

inoft perfe£t in the world, at leaft enough to 
make four necklaces, every one as large as tk 
ilutchefs of Marlborough's, and of the Canic 
JliapCj faftened with two rofes, confifting of a 
]nrge ruby for the middle itone, and round 
them twenty drops of clean diamonds to ea^ih. 
Befuks this, her hcad-drefs was covered with 
bodkins of emeralds, and diamonds. She wore 
large diamond bracelets, and had five rings on 
her fingers (except Mr. Pitt's) the largeft I ever 
faw in my life. 'Tis for jewellers to compute 
the value of thefe things ; but, according to the 
common eftimation of jewels in our part of the 
worlds her whole drefe muft be worth an 
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hundred thoufand pounds fterling. This I ^m 
fure of, that no European queen has half the 
quantity ; and the emprefs's jewels, diough very 
-nncy would look very mean near hers. Slie 
/ga¥ft me a dinner of fifty diSies of meat, which 
(after their fafliion) were placed on the table 
hut one at a time, and was extremely tedious. 
Btit the magnificence of her table anfwercd 
•tery .well to that of her drefs. The knives 
were of gold, and the^hafts fet with diamonds. 
fiat :-die piece of luxury which grieved my eyes, 
•was tte table-cloth and napjtins, which were 
•B 'tifiany embroidered with fil)c and gold, 
' In'tihe fined manner, in natural flowers. It was 
iKA die utmoft reprret-that I made ufe of thefe 
"toiHy napkins, which were as finely vtnrought as 
"ttc fineft handkerchiefs that ever came out 
of this country. You may be fure, that they 
^rerc ■ entirely fpoiled before dinner was over. 
Uiie flierbet • which is the liquor they drink at 
tneais) was ferved in china bowels 5 but the 
TiOTcrs and fahrers mafly gold. After dinntr, 
"Crater was brought in gold bafons, and towels 
<^f the fame kind wift the napkins, which 
I very unwillingly wiped my hands upon, 
And coffee was . ferved in china,, witli gold 

The Sultana fecmed in a very good humour, 
2nd talked to me with the utmoft civility. I 
did riot omit diis opportunity of learning all 
•Aat '1 poiBbly could of the fctaglio, which is 
fe entirely unknown amongft us. She aifured 

• • Saucers. 

p a 
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mc, that the ftory of the Sultan's thr^ 
handkcrchUf^ is altogether fabulous 5 
manner, upon xh^t occafion, no other th 
He fends die kysHrag^j to signify to the 
honour he hitend^s her. She is imm 
complimented up oil it by tlie other s^ 
to tJie bath, where the is perfumed anc 
in the moil magnificent and becoming 
The emperor pteteds his villi by a ro 
f :nt, and then comes into her apartmci 
tlier !H there any fuch thing as her crccpi 
the bed's fjpot> She faid, that the firtt ] 
choice ofj was a]v/ays after, the furfl in x\ 
not the mother of the eldeft fon, as othei 
woiild have ug believe. Sometimcij ih 
diverts* himfdf in the comp^iriy of all hi 
who ftand in a circle reuiicl him. And 
fefied, they were rcLidy to die wiUi ei 
jeaJoufy of the happy Jht that he diftii 
by an appeai^ance of prtfercncc. I 
fecmed to me neiihcr better nor \vGrll\ 
circles in mod ceurts, Mliere the g]:iii< 
monarch is watchedi ynd every fmilc i 
for with impatience, and envied by th 
cannot obtain it* 

She never mentioned! the fuhao wit^i 

in her eyes, yet fhe fccnicd rcry fe^nc 
d^ ' .;ourfe. '' Mv nail hrtnijiiiefs, fa'd fije 
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« tendernefs for her was hardly enough to make 
" me prefervc my life. When I Ick him, I 
" paffed a whole twelvemonth without feeing 
*^ the light. Time has foftencd my dcl'pair ; 
" yet I now pafs fome d^ys every week h\ tears, 
" devoted to the memory of my fuitan." There 
was no affeftation in tliefe words. It was 
cafy to fee (he was in a deep melancholy, 
though her good humour made her willing to 
divert me. 

She afked me to walk in her garden, and one 
of her flaves immediately brought her TipeHiie of 
rich brocade lined with fables. I waited on her 
into the garden, which had nothing in it remark- 
able but the fountains ; and from thence flie 
ftowcd me all her apartments. In her bed- 
chamber, her. toilet was difplayed, conliiUng of 
'^wo looking-glafles, the frames covered witli 
pearls, and her night talpoch fet with bodkins of 
jewels, and near it three vefts of fine fables, 
every one of which is, at lead, worth a thoufand 
hilars, (two hundred pounds Englifh money.) 
* don't doubt but thefe rich habits were purpofc- 
ty placed in sight though they feemed negli- 
gently thrown on the fofa. When I took my 
kave of her I was complimented with perfumes, 
^ at the . grand vizier's, and preiented with a 
^ery fine embroidered handkerchief. Her Haves 
^ere to the number of thirty, befules ten little 
^es, the eldeft not above feven years old. 
Thefe were the moil beautiful girls 1 ever faw, 
all richly drefled ; and I obfcr\'ed that the ful- 
tina took a great deal of pleafure in thefe lovely 
ehildren, which is a vail expci\c^\ lcit\\Nsxvi\^ 

P 3 
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not 2. handfome girl of that age, to be* 

under a hundred pounds fteding- The 

little garlands of jlowers, and their ow 

braided, which was all their head-drd 

thciT habits were all of gold ilultV Thi 

ved licr coJTee kneeling ; brought water 

Hit! wafhed, Btc, — *ris a great pan of th 

Dcfs of the older flavcs to take care o: 

young girls, to Learn them to embroiderj 

ierve them as carefully as if they were c 

of the family. Now, do you imagine 

€ntertalned you^ a!l ihis while with a i 

ihat has at leaft received many embdlii 

from my hand I This, You will fay, is 

like the Arabian tales* — Thefe cmbr 

napkins ! and a jewel zs large as a I 

egg!— You forgetj dear Me r, thefe v^ 

were M'^ritten by an author of this count 

(excepting the inchantments) are a rea 

lemation of the manners here. We ti 

are in very hard circumflances : If we fa 

ing but what has been faid before us, 

rf////, and have obfirved nothing. If we t 

thing new, we are laughed at as fabu 

romanticky not allowing either for the di 

of company, or more curiofity, or the 

of culloms, that happen every twenty 

every country. But the truth is, peop^ 

of travellers, exa^Uy v/ith the fame c 

good nature, and inipartiaiity, they ji 

their neighbours upon all occafions. ] 

part, if 1 live to return amongft you, 1 

well acquHintcd with the morals of all ] 

friends a:id ucouaintances, that I am 
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[ totellchen^ nothing, at all^ to avoitl the imputa- 
1 tion (which their charity: would certainly incline 
[ them to) of my telling too much. But I de- 
|. pe&d upon your knowing me enough, to be- 
r lie?e whatever i feriouily adert for truth ; though 
~ I give you leave to be furprifed at an account 
* b new to you. But what would you fay if I 
lold you^ that I have been in a haram, where 
the winter apartment was wainfcotted with in- 
hid work of mother»of pearl, ivory of dif- 
creot colours,, and dive wood, exactly, like 
the little boxes you have feea brought out 
•f this, country jaxid in whofe rooms defigned 
for fummer, the walls are all cruftcd with 
Japan china> the roofs gilt, and the floors 

i^pread with the fineft Perfian caq>ct$ i 

let there is nothing more true) fuch is the 
palace of my lovely friend, the fair Fatim^, 
whom. I was acquainted with at Adrianople. I 
went to vifit her yefterday ; and,, if pofEble, 
ihe appeased to mehandfomer than before* She 
met me at the door of her chamber, jand, giving 
'\' me her hand with the bed grace in the world ; 
i You Chriftian ladies (faid ihe, with a fmile that 
i made her as beautiful as an angel) have the 
[ reputation of inconftancy, and 1 did not expeO, . 
I ' whatever goodnefs you exprefled for me. at 
Adrianople, that I Oiould ever fee you again. 
But 1 am now convinced that I have really the 
kappinefs of pleaGng you ; and, if you knew 
how I fpeaL of you amongft our ladies, you 
would be ail'ured, that you do me juilice in mak- 
ing me your friend. She placed me in the cor- 
ner of the fofa, vmd I fpent the aftjerijoon in her 
converfation^ with the greatcVl ijV^-a&ax^ Yc^.^3c«. 
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-wcfrld* ^Tlic fultana Hafiten b, wh< 

vould naturally cxpe<3: to find a Turktfl' 
■willing to oblige, but not kiio^-ing lio'w 
about it ; and 'lis eafy to fee, in her m 
that Oie has lived excluded from die 
But Fatima has all the poHtenefa and 
bri^eding of a courtj with an air that b 
at once, tefpetft and tetidernefs i and no 
1 uudcrfland her language, I iind her ■ 
agreeable as her beauty. She is very c 
after the manriers of other countricSj ai 
.not that partiality for her own, fo comi 
little minds*. A Greek that I carried wi 
who had never ie^n her before, (nor covtl 
been admitted nciWj had fl>e not been 
train), Ihowed that furprixe sit her beau 
manncFj which ig unavoidable at the fidl 

and faid to me in Italian, 2 A/V is no 5 

lady^ JJje is certainly fome Chriftian. 1 

gueffed fhe fpoke of her^ and afked wl 
faid. I would not have told her, thinki 
would have been no better pleafed wil 
compliment, than one of our court beauti 
be told fhe had the air of a Turk. But the 
lady told it to her •, and fhe fmiled, fayinj 



/#, replied {he agreeably ; if beauty was 
valued in your country^ as you fay^ they 
'ver have fuffered you to leave it: — ^Per-^ 
ar fifter, you laugh at my vanity in re- 
^is compliment ; but I only do it, as i 
rery well turned, and give it you as aa 
of the fpirit of her converfation. Her 
vas magnificently fumiihcd, and very. 
:icd \ her Winter rooms being fumifh- 

figured velvet, on gold grounds, and 
»r Summer> with fine Indian quiltuig 
ered with| gold. ' The houfe« of the 
urkifh ladies are, kept clean, with as 
licety as thofe in Holland. This was 
in a high part of the town ; and from 
low of her iSummer apartment, we had 
3c£t of the fea, the iflands, and* the Afian 
ns.— — My letter is infenfibly grown 
I am afhamed of it. This is a very bad 
1. Tis vjrell if I don't degeneralcinto' a 
;ht dory-teller. It may be, ourproveii), 
^wledge is no. burdsn^ may be true, as to 
f ; but knowing too much, ts very apt 

us-traublefomc to other people. 

I aJB| istt. isCc^ 




LETTER XL. 
To the Lady 



PfTOj March 1 6. 

I AM e?£trcinely pleafedj my dear lady 
you have, at length, found a commiflic 
mcj that I call anfwer, without difappoi 
yQurexpedVations -, though I muft tell you 
it Is not fo eafy as, perhaps^ you think it 
that if my ciirioBty had not been more di 
than any other ftranger's had ever yet Is* 
muft have anfwered you with an excuftj 
was forced to do, when you defi red me t 
you a Greek (lave. I have got for you, \ 
defire,.a Turkifh love+letter, which I have \ 
to a little box, and ordi^red the captain • 
Smymiote to deliver it to you with this i 
The tranflation of it is literally as followxS : 
firil piece you fhall pull out of the puiTe 
little pearl, which is in Turkifn called I?igi 
mufl be underltood in this manner : 



Inn;i, 
Pearly 



Senfin uzellerin gingi 
Fa'irejl of the young. 



Cnremfil, | Caremfilfen cararcn yok 
C/ovey I Conge gulfum timr.rin yok 

Benfeny chok than fcverim 
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yifu €fre slentkr as this clove ! 
Tou are an unblown rofe ! 
ong loved you^ and you have not known it ! 



Derdime demjraHibui 
Have pity on my paffion ! 

IBitlerum fahat fahat 
I faint every hour i 

Ver bize bir uixiut 
Give mefomehope. 

DiBrdindea oldum zabun 
lamjick with love* 

iBen oliyim fize umur 
May I die-, and all my years he 
yours ! 

IBen aglarum fen gul 
.May you be pleafedy and your for* 
rows mine i. 



iOliim fana pzir 
Suffer me to he yourjlave* 

Uftume bulunmaz pahu 
Tour price is not to be found. 



Sen ghel ben chekeim fcnin hargia 
lony I But my fortune is yours. 



ift lETTBUS- 



GiTOj [ EikiTig-ilen oMtim gliira 

A maich^ 1 / burtr^ I burn / myjtame conj 

Sirma, I Uzunum benden a yirmt 

GQid thready ] D&n*t turn aioay purjaci^^ 

Satch, I BazTTnazun tatch 

Hairf I Cro'wn ^ my head ! 

U2um, Benim iki guzum 

GrapL'^ My fyei I 

Till 1 Ulugonim tez gl^el 

Gold wrtt I Idiih^^—tomt qukkiy^ 

And, by way of poftfcript •: 



Beber, 

Pepper^ 



Bize bir dogtn baber 
Send me an anfwer. 



You fee this letter is all in verfe ; and I 
aflure you, there is as much fancy (hown in 
choice of them, as in the moft fludied exf 
fions of our letters ; there being, I believi 
million of verfes defigned for this ufe. Tl 
Is no colour, no flower, no weed, no fruit, h 
pebble, or feather,' that has not a verfe bek 
ing to it ; and you may quarrel, reproach 
fend letters of paflion, fricndfhip, or civility 
even of news, without ever inking your 
gets, 

I FANCY you aie tvow V70xv^<i\\u^ at my i 
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smd leamihg ; 1)at, alas I dear Madam> I am 
moftidlleii intt) the misfortune fo common to 
t ambitious; while they are employed on 
(lant insignificant conquefts abroad, a rebellion 

irts up at home ; 1 am in great danger of 

fing my Englifh. I find 'tis not half fo eafy 
' me to write in it as it was a twelvemonth 
p. I ana forced to A«dy for exprel&ons, and 
lift leave off all other - languages, and try to 

am my mother tongue, ^Human under- 

juding is as much limited as human power, 

human ftrength. The memory can retain 
It a certain number of images ; and 'tis as im- 
iffible for one human creature to be perfert 
after of tfen difFerjent languages, as to have, 
perfeft fubjcftioni ten diScrent kingdoms, or 
fight againft. ten men at a time ; I am afraid 
fliall at laft kbow none as I fhould do, I live 
a place that very well rcprefents the towe.r 
Babel. In PeVa, they fpeak Turkifh, Greek, 
Arew, Armenilan, Arabic, Perfian, Rufllan, 
lavonian,Walacnian, German, Dutch, French, 
iglifli, Italian, Hungarian : and, what is worfe, 
ije are ten of 'thefe languages fpoken in my 
m family. My grooms are Arabs, my foot- 
m French, Ehglilh, and Germans ; my nurfe 

Armenian, my houfe-maids Ruffians ; half 
dozen other fervants Greeks ; my fteward an 
ilian, my janizaries Turks : So that I live in 
' perpetual hearing of this medley of founds, 
lien produces a very extraordinary effeft upon 
2 people that are bom here ; for tb^v learn all 
sfe languages at the fame time, anoVithout 
owing any, of them well enough to write or 
id in it. There are very few men, women. 



the mod: beautiful variety of ptofpcfls p 
themfelvcs. The Afian fide is covered 
fruit-trees, villages, and the moft delij 
landfcapes in nature : on the European, 
Conilantinople, fituated on feven hills. - 
unequal lieights make it fcem as large ag; 
it is, (tliough one of the largeit cities i 
world), ilio^ing an agreeable mixture o 
dens, pine and cyprefs trees, palaces, mo 
:md publlck buildings, raifed one abo\ 
other, with as much beauty and appearji 
fymmetry as your ladyihip ever faw in a ca 
adorned by the moft Ik ilful hands, whei 
ihow themfelves above jars, mixed with can 
babies, and candleilicks; This is a ver 
comparifon ; but it gives me an exatk i( 
the thing. I have taken care to fee as mi 
the feraglio as is to be feen. It is on a pc 
land running into thefea ; a pir.ce of prod 
extent, but vc,4y irregular. The gardens 
in a large compafs of ground, full of 
lyprcfu-rrees, which is all I know of 
The buildings are all of white (lone, lead 
top, with gilded tunx'ts and fpires, whicl 
very magnificent ; and indeed, 1 believe ti- 
ne ChrilHan king's pcilace half fo large. 

■.^n^ Tiv l:»r« i^ rniirfq in Ir. '^11 hiiilf vnimH. n 
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stters. Since my laft, 1 have (laid quietly 
iftantinople, a' city that I ought^ in con- 
5, to. give your ladyfhip a right notion of, 

know you can hjve none but what is 

and miitaken from the writings of tra- 
• 'Tib certain ther« are many people 
ifs years here in Pera, without having ever 

: and- yet they all pretend todefcribe it. 
Tophana, and Galata, wholly inhabited 
'ench Chriftians, (and which together, 
the , appearance of a very .fine tonpv'n), are 
1 from -it by the fea, which is not abeve 
broad aS' thebroadeft part of the Thames ; 
e Chridian. men are loath to hazard the 
urestheyfometimes meet with among the 

or feamen, (worfe monftcrs than our 
nen) and the. women muft cover their 
> go there, which !thcy hjvc a pcrfcft 
m to idoi ; :'Tis true they .wear vtils in 

but they are fuch as only ^rve to (how 
eauty to more advantage^ and would not 
mitted in. Gonftantinoplc. Theft reafons 
ihnoR every creature from feeing it ; and 
cnch ambdfladrefs willretumto Fr:mde 
ieve) without ever having, been thtrc. 

wonder Madam, to hear me add, that 

been there very often. . The afvmrky or 
h veil, is become nbt only very eafy, but 
ble to me ; and Sf it Was not,. I would be 
t to endure fome inconveniency, to gratify 
on that is become fo powerful with inc, 
ofity. And, indeed, :the pleafure of goinir 
irge to Chelfea, is not comparable to that 
dng up the canal of the fea here, where, 
enty miles together, down the Bofphorus, 
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iv.v.' I'M'ttlc, tlvu I am afraid of t.ilkinfj non- 
:". :r.v*. i;i 'jniL'.ivouring to ipeak of it particubr- 
1' . l\rhaps I an*! in the wrong, hut fomeTur- 
''/•■•. pinl\jues plc.ifL* n:e better. That of Sultan 
:'..];• man is an cxacl ft; i! are, with four fine tow* 
• ■■' i!i liic angles. In the midft is a noble cup- 
oil, riipported with beauiiful marble pillars ^ 
rv/'ldV. rat the ends, fupported in the fame 
...:".;!'. r ; the pavement and gallery round the 
!v..''".}iu', of marble ; under the great cupola is 
.; ! uiuii:), ndomcd with fuch fine coloured 
. ■Ii.15 , ili.it I can hardly think them natural 
•.M:l)k-, on one fide is the pulpit, of white mar- 
1 ii", nnd on the other, the' little gallery for the 

■ '.\!h1 frjjnior. A fine i^r-cafe leads to it, 
. '.(! it \> built up with gildeTT lattices. Attheup- 
. : V ( 'ul i> .1 forr of altar, where the name of 
•' i ■ ■ i . wrirtLii ; and before it ftand two can- 

•■'''■■\^, :i- liil^h as a mr^n, with wax candles as 
.'■■. \ .; ^ tlnw il.imbcaux. The pavement isfprcnd 
•'•/.•:! fi'K- carpets, and rliJ mofcjue illuminated j 
•.'. :Ii .1 vafl number of lamp ^. The court lead- J 

■ ',: t> it is very Ipacious, with galleries of mar- J 
111'-, (»f grrcn columns, covered with twenty- j 
.i.lir k-;u!ed cupoLu on two fides, and a fine , 
:• i'lt.iin of b.ifins in the midll of it. 

r n 1 «. defrripticm may fjrve for all the mof- 
••''.' ^ in Conliantincrple. The model is exaftly 
*!:•• 'airi'.-, a:id tliey only diner in largenefs and 
I i' v::v 'r. (^f tlie nvatcrials. That of the Sultafli 
.' 'llil-i is tlv.; largcll of all, built entirely of mijf* 
1>, :!ic mull prodij.;i(nif, and, I tliink,'the moil 
"' .'«•:= ".ful llruclure'i ever Ciw, b- it fpoke to the 
/..'." y'ji- rf our fex, fcr \t %\.x\i ic>o.vA^^ \>^ "^^ 



Kcr of Mahomed IV. 'Rctwern 'fricnJs, 
i's -chuFch wcold rtiakc'a pirifCiVi'igWJ^v; iwar 
5 any of otir fqiiires vf ould do near tKe t^ky" 
or place of hbrfes, {at llj^Titfyiiig •* hin-fd-iiV 
Idfli). Thi^ was ^^•h\ppod}*tmt\\\\-i\\'t rc^ijK*!' 
:ic Ci%eck empierlori. \\i the midll bf''U'4s»i 
:en.column, of three fei^peiits twided togetli- 
vvith^heir mouths gaping! Tig'fmpdlfiUlJ 
v*\x\\ wliy fo odd a pillar was ercftcd \ tlii 
eks can tell hodring but falniloui^ lejjelkis;* 
:n they aVe 'ftiked th~d-'jn^an'tngf <)f*it, ah^l 
e is no fign of its =havihg*'eVer ha^ efhy in-* 
;7tion. At the upper end is an obeli Ik of 
phyry, probably brought frttm ' KgyptV Ihc 
6glyphick9f-an very entity; •,* 4i^hicfc'Ik>ofe*lip^ 
as mere andient puns. • It is placod bn-'four. 
c brazen pillars^ upon ; a pc4e(bi] of f^u*r« 
vftone, full of figures-intes-rclief *oil-*tW 
s ; one fquarc reprefenting' a battle,' '^rtiothef 
aiTembly. The = others -have iilfcn>pt«l>ns''iii 
:ek and Latin ; ' the lait J took iii liry pockety 
k and is as follows : * ' ' 

yifficWts quondam^ dominis parere firenis 
J^Jfusy ei exttn'Bis palmam portaretyreififih '■'■ 
)mfua ^Theodofio cedunt^ fobolique perenfii. 

^TouR lord will interpret thefe lines. Don't 
cy they are a love-letter to him. 

\\\ the figures have their heads on ; and I 
not forbear rcflc£ling again on the impudence 
uthors, who all fay they have not : but I dare 
ar the greatefl part of tnem never faw them \ 
took the report from the Greeks^ who refilt, 
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5ft, wkji incrcilible fortitude, the eonviifliotiQl 
tjjek ti)?i'fi f yeB, ^^liejicyer ^hey have invemcd 
li««,t9 t^c dUliQnoHr. p£ tln^k enapks. Were 
yciU^tObbpyevij iheTn^tlicre is nothing wQT\hkc* 

tjio^gh .fiiere.are fi^veral Urget, ^odj ii^ uiy 
iqioiv more beautiful mofques In tha|:cUy,^ 
TJiat ^r S^Ii'aTk Acl^mct has this pamcuhTii^ 
thk4( ifs ga(e^ nre of brafs. Jn all ihefe mo^tJl 
tJi€A^^ are liltk,TcLap*;ISj wher*? arc the ton^i 
the fguqUtjrd ami t^eiTfaffliiltep, with, w^i Q^i^ 

^[7^E,exc1^r)g^5 9^ all nobk buiJdttigs, fuii 
of; f!9e^ljqy§^;the^ gm3<&eftrp;art fupponcd widi 
pUl^r^, , 9i|id.ki|>t %j^f fid€>4^AHy tieat. Every tfAi% 
ha^ ;its diftiugt al'i?yi wlicre th^ merdiandifif 
k .4itpQf^fU[i.i^ die fej^e or^ler ^^^s in the Nc* 
E3(,<*hair>g^- ^jt;>Jt^bndoii^ The h^J}m% or jewclJtr'a 
quarter,-. #i0!WF$ fo tlfilich riches, fuch a vaft 
qyjtntityiifiilirtJ^oniisj aiYd all kinds of pr^doij* 
ftones, that they da^xl^ ,tbe fight. The em- 
broiderers' is alfo very glittering \ and people 
wiilk hi^re as much for diver fi on as bufineft*— 
The marltets are moJt of them hajndfonie fcjuarcs 
and adniir-ibiy ^**ell provi.ded, perhaps better 
than in any other part of the world. 

I K N o w, ypu'll e3^pe<fl I ,(hQukl fay (bmething 
particular of the flaves ; and you will imagine 
oie half a Turk, when I don't fpeak of it with 
the fame horJ"or other Chriftians liaye dppebe-i 
fore me* < But I catinot forbear appiau.ding the 
humanity of. the lurks, to thpfe^ rcreaiurgs ; 
ihe^ arc' never ill ufecj^ and' tht^ir il^y.ei:y i^j^ in 
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ny opinion, no worfe than fervitude all ovor 
he world. Tis true, they have no wages ; but 
hey give them, yearly, clothes, to a higher va- 
ue than our falaries to our ordinary fervants. — 
3ut you'll objeft, that men buy women luilh /m 
'xe to e^U. in tny opinion, they are bought and 
old as publickly and as infamoufly, in all out 
i^hriftian great cities. ' 

I MUST add to the defer iption of Conftanti- 
U)plc, that the hijlorical pillar is no more. It 
hopped down about two years before I came to 
liis panrt of the worri;!. I have feen no other 
iootileps of iintiquity, except the 'aquedud>s, 
B^hich are fo vaft, that I am apt to believe they 
>Tt yet more ancient than the Grccfc empire. — 
Hie Turks indeed have clapped in fome ftones 
^th Turkilh infcriptions, to give their natives 
ie honour of fo great a work ; but the deceit is 
^fily difcoverod.— -The other publick buildings 
re the hanns and mohafterics ; the firft are very 
irge and numerous ; the feccnd few in nun>- 
er, and not at ?.ll m:/gnificent. I had the cti^- 
iofity to vifit one of tHem, and to obferve the 
evotions of the derVifes, which are asAvhimftcd 
i any at Rcnie.. Theft fellows have permiflion 
> mariiy,' but arc 'Confined to an 'odd habit, 
hich \h only a piece of • coarfcj . white cloth. 
Tapped about them, with their l«fcgfi ahd 'arms 
aked. Their ofdcr=has fevz-othcr ruloS)»exc6pt 
lat of performing their fantaftick -rites, every 
uefday and Friday, which is donevin^tllisranani. 
sr : TKdy meet togecher in a kr^e hsili^ where 
ley all ft;ind with theif eycs frsjittfcon rfiegA>urtd 
id their arms acrofo^: whiles the" fW^w^;/i' ot 



fort of folemn dance. They all (land abc 
in a regular figure ; 3nd while fome play, 
thers tie their -robe (which iisyery.wid 
round their waift,:imdl>egtn*Q turn roun 
an amazing fwiftncft, and yet with great 
to the nvufick, moving .flower or fafter 
tune is played, 'fhia lafts above ^n hour 
.out anyi of them fhjowing the leafl: appear; 
.giddincfs,. which is not to be wondered at 
it is conGderedy they arc all ufed to it froj 
infancy ; ir.oft of them, being tlcvoted 
way of life : from their bitth. There tui 
mongft thtm fome little dcr\ifes, of fix o 
years old, who feemed no more difordc 
ihat exercife than the .others. At :the enc^ 
ceremony, they fhout out, .There rs m oth 
httt Gbdy and Mahomet .his prephet t after 
'they kifs the ftiperior's hand, and retire. 
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LETTER. XUI. 
To the Countrfsof 



l AM now preparing to leave Conftantinople, 
I and perhaps you will accufeme of hypocrify, 
ken I tell you it is with regret ; but as I am 
:d to the air, and have learnt the language, 
un eafy here ; and as much as I love tra- 
iling, I tremble at the inconvcniencies attend- 
r.fo great a journey, with a numerous family, 
d a little infant hanging at the breaih How- 
5r» I endeavour, upon this occafion, to do, 
I have hitherto done in all the other odd 
rns of my life ; turn them, if I can, to my 
irerfion. In order to this, I ramble every day 
rapped up in my ferigee and a/mack^ about 
)nftantinople, and amufe myfelf with feeing 
. that is curious, in it. I know you will ex- 
& that tliis declaration fhould be followed 
ith fome account of what I have feen. But 
am in no humour to copy what has been 
tit fo often over. To what purpofe fhould 
tcU you, that Conftantinople is the ancient 
'zantium ? that it is at prefent the conqueft 
a race of people called Scythians ? that there 
; five or fix thoufand mofques in it ? that 
ndka Sophia was founded by JuiHnian ? &c. 
afTure you^ it is not for want of learning 
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that I forbear writing all thefe bright thm^u 
icouHalib, with very little trouble, turn om 

Knolles and Sir Paul Ryc^iur, to giy*; yau a 
lift of Turkifli emperors j but I will not td! 
you, what you may find in every author that 
has writ of tkis country. I am more incJined, 
out of a true female fpirit of contraditlbiij w 
tell fou the falfchood of a great ^ part of what 
you find in authors J as for inflance in theatl^ _ 
mirable Mr. Hill, who fo gravely aflerta that be 
faw, in Sanfta Sophia, a fweating pillar, fttf 
Valfamick for dtfordered heads* There is not 
the kail tfadhion of any fuch matter i and, 1 
fuppofe, it was revealed to him in a vifion, domj 
hia wonderful llay in the Egyptian catacombs i 
for I am fure he never heard of any fucli miracle 
here. *TU alfo very plrafant to obferve how 
tenderly he and all his brethren voyage-writtri 
lament the miferabie confinement of the Turkiib 
ladies, who are, perhaps, more free than 2Wf 
Jadics in the univerfe, and are the only women 
In the world that lead a life of uninterrupteJ 
plea fure, exempt from cares, their whole time 
being fpeni in vifi ting, bathingj or the agreeable 
amufemeiit of fpending money, and inventinj 
ni:w falliions. A hulband would he thought 
m^id, th;it cxaclcd any degree of ceconomy from 
hi^ wife J whafe ej£ pence s are no way limiitdj 
buL by htjr own fancy. 'Fis his bulinefii to get 
money, and hers to fpend it : and this noble pre- 
rogati\^e extends itfclf to the meancfl of the dt^ 
Here is a fellow that carries embroidered hand- 
kerchiefs upon his back to fell. And, as mifer- 
able a figure as you may fuppofe fuch a mean 
dealer^ yet I'll allure you, his wife fcorus^to 
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ir any thing lefs than cloth of gold ; has her 
line furs, and a very handfomc fet of jewels 
her head.' 'Tis true they have no places but 
bagnios, and thefe can only be feen by their 
1 fex I however, that is a diverfion they take 
at pleafure in. 

WAS, three days ago, at one of the fineft in 
town, and had the opportunity of feeing a 
kilh bride received there, and all the ceremo- 
afed on that occafion, which made me rccol- 
the epithalamium of Helen, by Theocritus ; 
it feems to me, that the fame cuftoms have 
tinued ever fince. All the fhe-friends, rela- 
8 and acquaintance of the two families, newly 
id, meet at the bagnio ; feveral others go, 
of curiofity ; and I believe, there were that 

two hundred women. Thofe that were, 
liad been married, placed themfelves round 
rooms, on the marble fofas ; but the virgins 
^ haftily threw off their clothes, and appeared 
lout either ornament or covering than their 
I long hair, braided with pearl or ribbon, 
of them met the bride at the door, condu£l- 
iy her mother and another grave relation, 
was a beautiful maid of about feventeen, 

richly dreflcd, and Ihining with jewels^ 
was prefently reduced to the. ftate of nature. 
) others filled filver gilt pots with perfume, 
began the proceffion, the reft following in 
3 to the number of thirty. The leaders fung 
epithalamium, anfwered by the others iu 
us, and the two laft led the fair bride, her 

fixed on the ground, with a charming 
lation of modelly. In this order they mai- 
R 



rooms, who faluted her with a complini 
a prefent, fome of jewels, others of p 
ftufl^ handkerchiefs, or little gallant 
that nature, which flie thanked them 
kifllng their hands. I was very well 
with having feen this ceremony ; and y< 
believe me, that the Turkifli ladies have, 
as much wit and civility, nay liberty, as 
us. Tis true, the fame cultoms that gh 
fo many opportunities of gratifying th< 
inclinations (if they have any) alfo put 
fully in the power of their huftands to 
themfelves if they arc difcpvcred ; and I 
doubt, but they fufFer fomctinics for the 
cretions in a very fevere manner. Ab< 
months ago there was found at day-brc 
very far from my houfe, the bleeding 
a young woman, naked, only wrapped 
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ur4er 18 never purfued by the king's ofB- 
rs, as with us. Th the bufinefs of the next 
lations to revenge -the dead perfon^ and, if 
tf like better to compound the natter for 
Dney (as* they generally do) there is no more 
id of it. One would imagine, this defect in 
eir government (hould make fuch tragedies 
ry frequent, yet they arejp extremely rare ; 
hich is enough to prove the people not natural- 
cruel. Neither do I think, in many other par- 
:ular8, they de&rye the barbarous charafler we 
ve them I am well acquainted with a Chriftian 
Oman of quality, whp made it her*choice to live 
it^ a Turkiih huiband, and is a very agreeable, 
nfible lady. Herftory is fo extraordinary, I 
lonot forbear relating it ; but I promife you, . 
(hall be in as few words as I can poflibly 
(preis it. 

She is a Spainard, and was at Naples with 
ler family» when that kingdom was part of the 
•panifh dominion. Coming from thence in a 
elucca, accompanied by her brother, they were 
ttacked by the Turkifh admiral, boanied and 
ien. — And now how (hall I modcftly tell you 
ac reft of her adventure ? The fame accident 
appened to her, that happened to the fair 
iUcretia, fo many years before her. But flic 
ras too good a Chriftian to kill hcrfelf as that 
eathenifli Roman did. The admiral was fo 
luch charmed with the beauty and long-fufFer- 
ig of the fair captive, that, as his firft com- 
liment, he gave immediate liberty to her bro- 
iler and attendants, who made hafte to Spain, 
nd^ in a few months, fent the Cum of (our 
R z 



wouJd certainly cojitinc her to a nui 
the reft of her days. — Her infidel lover 
handfomei very tender,- very fond of 
Javifhed at her feet all the Turkilh magi 
She anfwered him very refolutely, that h 
was not fo precious to her as hejr hone 
he could no way reftorc that, bm by 
her 5 and (he therefore "de fired him to a 
ranfoni as her portion ; and give her 
faftion of knowing, that no man couh 
her favours, without being her hufbar 
admiral was tranfported at this kind c 
fent back the money to her relations, f: 
was too 'happy in her pofleflion. H<: 
her, and never took any other wife 5 ar 
fays herfelf) flie never had reafon to n 
choice (lie made. He left her fome ye 
one of the richeft widows of Conib 
Rut there is no remaining^ honourablv 
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s a degree of gcncrofity to tell the truth, 
is very rare that any Turk will aflert a fo- 
Ealfehopd. I don't fpeak of the loweft fort 5 
s there is a great deal of ignorance, there 
y little virtue amongft them ; and falfe 
fles arc much cheaper than in Chriftcn- 
; thofe wretches not being puniflicd (even 
they are publicly detected) with the rigour 
ou^t to be. 

►w I am fpeaking of their law, I don't know 
iier I havie ever mentioned to you one cuftom 
liar to their country, I mean adoption^ very 
ion amongft the Turks, and yet more a^ 
;ft the Greeks and. Armenians. Not hav- 
: in their power to give their eftates to 
md or diftant relation ; to avoid its falling 
he grand Signior's treafury, when they arc 
kely to have any children of their own, they 
fe fome pretty child of either fex, amongft 
neaneft people, and carry the child and its 
Its before the cadi, and they declare they 
vc it for their heir. The parents, at the. 

time renounce all future claim to it 5 a 
ng is drawn and witnefled, and a child 
adopted, cannot be difinherited. Yet I 
feen fomc common beggars, that have re- 

to part with their children in this manner, 
me of the richeft among the Greeks 5 (fo 
rful is the inftinftive afFeftion that is natu- 
) parents !) though the adopting fathers are 
rally very tender to thefe children of their 
as they call them# I own this cuftom plea- 
le much better than our abfurd one of fol- 
ic our name. Methinks, \u wmcU nxotc 



frequently praftiled Now I have 

the Armenians, perhaps it will be a 
tell you fomcthing of that nation, ^\ 
I am fure, you are utterly unacquaini 
not trouble you with the geographic 
of the (ituation of their country, whic 



fee in the 



maps : 



or a relation of th 



greatnefs, which you may read in t 
hi (lory. They are now fubje£l to t 
and, being very indudrtous in trade, a 
ing and multiplying, are difperfed in j 
bers through all the Turkifti dominie 
were, as they fay, converted ta th< 
religion by St. Gregory, and are, p 
devouteft Chriftians in the whole w 
chief precepts of their priefts enjoin 
keeping of their lents, which are at 
months in every year, and are not to 
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fo or three fpoonfuls of broth. Excepting^ 
I'hich may rather be called a cullom, thnn 
icle of faith, I fee very little in their re- 
different from ours. ' I is true, they fccm 
nc very much to Mr. Whillon's dodrine y 
: do 1 tiiink tlie Greek* church very diilant 
, (ince 'tis certain, the holy fpirit's procced- 
y from the Father, is making a plain fub- 

:ion in the Son. But the Armenians- 

o notion of tranfubftantiation, whatever 
t Sir Paul Rycaut gives of them, (which 
t I am apt to believe, was defigned to 
ment our court io 16795) and they have 
it horrof for thofe amongft them that 
: to the Roman religion. What is moft 
rdinary in their cuiioms, is their matri- 
, a ceremony I believe', unparallelled all 
le world. They are always promifed very 
; but the efpoufed never fee one another 
ee days after their marriage* The bride 
led to church, with a cap on her head, in 
hion of a large trencher, and over it a 
:en veil, which covers her all over to her 
The prieft alks the bridegroom. Whether 
)ntented to marry that woman, bejbe deaf^ 
blind? Thefe are the literal words : 
lich having anfwered, Ites^ (lie is led home 
houfe, accompanied with all the friends 
lations on both fides, finging and dancing, 
placed on a cuflnon in the corner of the 
but her veil is not liftwd up, not even by 
ifband. There is fomething fo odd and 
ous in thefe ways, that I. could not believe 
till I .-ad enquired of feveral Armenians 
, who all aflured Txieof the truth of tlicm, 
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particularly one young fellow, who w 
he fpoke of it, being pjomikd by his n 
a girl thsit ht mufl many in this tnannci 
he proteftcd to me, he had rather die i 
rait to this ibvery, having already fig 
biide to himfelf with all the cleformin 

ture. —I fancy I fee you blefs yourfe 

terrible relaiionp I cannot conclude r 
. with a more furprifing ftory j yet 'tis m 

Dear fiftcr, yoursj fef< 



LETTER SLIIL 

To the Abbot of 



Conjlanthwple^ May 19. O. S. 

I A M extremely pleafed with hear 
you, and my vanity (the darling 
human kind) not a little flattered by 
common quefliions you i\lk me, though 
terly incapable of anfv/cring them. 
deed, were I as good a mathematiciai 
lid himfelf, it requires an age's (lay to r 
obfervations on the air and vapours, 
not been yet a full year here, and ar 
point of removing. Suc\\ U t^\^J XAvwbl 
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This win furprize you, and can furprizc 
•ody fo nruch as myfelf. Perhaps, you will 
\k me of lazinefs, or dulnefs, or both to- 
ler, that can leave this place, without giving 
fome account of the Turkifti court. I can 
' tell you, that if you pleafe to read Sir Paul 
aut, you will there find a full and true ac- 
it of the vifiers, the beglerbysy the civil and 
tual government, the officers of the ferag- 
^c, things that *tis very eafy to procure 
of, and therefore may be depended on ; 

igh other (lories, God knows. 1 fay no 

c— every body is at liberty to write their 

1 remarks ; , the manners of people may 
ige ; or fome of them efcape the obfervation 
ravellers ; but 'tis not the fame of the go- 
iment ; and, for that reafon, fince I can 
you nothing new, I will tell you nothing 
:. In the fame filence (hall be pa (led over 
Arfenal and Seven Towers ; and for mof- 
>f I have already defcribed one of the nobleft 
3u very particularly. But I cannot forbiear 
njr notice to you of a miflake of Gemelli, 
Ugh I honour- him in a much higher degree 

any other voyage-writer) : He fays that 

2 are no rem?ins of Chalcedon ; this is 
linly a miftake : I was yellerday, and went 
I the canal in my galley, the fea being very 
3w between that city and Conftantinople. — 
(till a large town, and has feveral mofques 
t. The" Chriilians ftill call it Calcedonia, 
the Turks give it a name I have forgot, but 
h is only a corruption of the fame word. — 
►pofe this is an error of his guide, which 
hort (lay hindered him from. reftifYin^ ^ 



for I Iiave, in other niattcr% a very juft 
for his veracity. Nothing can be pli 
than the canal j and the Turks are fo - 
quainctd with its beauties, that all the 
furc-feats ^re buih on its banksj whe 
have, at the fame timej the moil beantif 
peels in Europe ami Afia ; there 9re> i 
another, fome hundreds of niagniEceiit 
Human granclcoT being here yei more i 
than any wlierc elfct *ih corrimon for t 
of a great three-taileci bafla, not lo b( 
Boiigh to keep in repair the houfe be 
l^m in ft few yearst they all fail to ruin, 
yefter4ay to fee that of the late gr^nd 
i»fho was WIed at Peterwaradin. It w 
to receive his royal bride, daughter of 
ftnt fuk^n J but he did not live to fee he 
IhftTQ a great mind to deferibe it to you 
pheck tha^ inclination, knowing very v 
Icannoi give you, with my beft deft 
fiich an idea of it as I ought. It is {jti 
one of the moft delightful parts of th 
with a fine wood on live fide of a hill bt 
The extent of it is prodigious ; ^e | 
aflured me, there ^re eight hundred n 
it ; T will not however, anfwer for th 
ber* fince I did not court them i but i 
tain the number i^ very Urge, and th 
adorned with a profullon of marble, gild: 
the mod exquifite painting of fruit Aud 
the windows are all faflied with tb 
chryftMlJiue glafs brought from Englar 
here is all the expenilve magnificerce t 
can fuppofe in a palaee founded by a v« 
uriom young man, wkli ^twL^'c^l'^oi ^ 
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Art at hh command. But no part of it plcaf- 
:d me better than the apartments delllncd for 
ihe bagnios. There are two built exaQIy in 
die fame manner, anfwering to one another ; 
fte baths, fountains, and pavements, all of 
%hite marble, the roofs gilt and the walls cover- 
ed with Japan china. Adjoining to them are 
two toemS) the uppermoil of which is divided 
iiito a fofa ; and in the four corners are falls of 
^tcr from the very roof, from fhell to ihell, of 
white matble, to the lower end of the room, 
Vritere it falls into ^ large bafon, furrouiided 
with pipes, that throtv up the water as high as 
Ac roof. The walls are in nature of lattices ; 
•»d, on the outfide of them, there are vines and 
woodbines planted, that form a fort of green 
ttpcftry, and give an agreeable obfcurity to those 
felightful chambers. I (hould go on and 'let 
you into fome of the other apartments (all wor- 
thy your curiofity) ; but it is yet harder to de- 
fcribe a Turkifh palace than another, being built 
entirely irregular. There is nothing that can 
1)e properly called front or wings ; and though 
fucha confufion is, I think pleating to the fight, 

r:t it would be very unintelligible in a letter, 
(hall only ad'd, that the chamber deftined for 
the fultan, when he vifits his daughter, is wain- 
fcotted with mother-of-pearl, faftened with 
ffmeralds like nails. 'I here are others of mo- 
lier-of-pearl and olive wood inlaid, and feveral 
)f Japan china. The g:^lleries, which are numer- 
)us, and very large, are adorned with jars of 
lowers, and porcelain dilhes of fruit of all forts, 
b well done in plafter, and coloured in fo Hve- 
jr a manner^ that it has an enchanting effect.-*- 



The gaiclcn is fui table to the hjbufc, whc 

bours, fouTiuins and walks^ arc thrown 

ther in an agreable confufion. There is no 

inent wanting^ except that of (tiittica,. ' 

you fee, Sir, thefe people are not fo unpa 

m we reprcfent them. It is true, their n 

ficence is of a tlifferent mfte from ours 

perhaps of a better. I am aim oft of opi 

they Lu^e a tight notion of iife* Tliey 

ftime it in muilck, gardens, winej and de 

eating, while we are tormenting our brains 

fome fcheme of politicks* of fludyin^ 

fcience to which we can ne^er attain, or 

do, cannot perfuadc other people to fet 

value upon it we do ourfeives. It is c^i 

what we feel and fee is properly (if any * 

is propAriy) our own ; but the good of iami 

folly of*f^raifc, are hardly purchafed, and, ^ 

obtained J a poor re com pen fe for iof^ of tinn 

health. We die or grow old before we 

reap the fruit of our labours. Confidering 

iliort-lived, weak animals men are, is there 

ftudy fo beneficial as the lludy of prefcnt' 

fure ? I dare not purfue this theme 5 perh; 

have already faid too much, but 1 depend i 

the true knowledge you have of my hean 

don't expecft from you the infipid railleri 

fhould fulfer from another in anfwer to this 

ter. You know how to divide the idea of ] 

fure from that of vice, and they arc only n 

led in the heads of fools. But 1 allow yo 

lau^h at me for thefenfual declaration, in fa) 
that i had rather be a rich effendi^ with all hi 
■ijorance, than Sir Ifaac Newton with all 
knovA(^dgc. 
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LETTER XLIV. 
To the Abbot of '^" 



Tunis, July 31. O. S. 171S. 

1" LEFT Conftantinople the fixth of the laft 
1 month, and this is the firfl pod from whence 
Tcould fend abetter, though I have often wifhed 
for the opportunity, that I might impart fome 
'of the pleafure I found in this voyage, through 
die moft agreeable part of the world, wher^ 
; every fcene prefents me fome poetical idea. 

Warned with poefici tr an/port y Ifurviy 
\Th* immortal ijlands^ and the well known fea. 
'For herefo oft the mufe her harp hasjlrung^ 
That not a mountain rears its head un/ung. 

I BEG your pardon for this fally, and. will If 
)cao, continue* the reft of my account in plain 
profe« The fecoiid day after "we fet fail, we 
pafled GallipoKs, a fair city, (ituated in the bay 
"Of Cherfonefus, and much refpefted by the 
Turks, being the firft town they took in Europe. 
At five the next moming, we anchored in tht 
{iellefpont, between the caftles of Seftos and 
Abydes, now called the Dardanelli. Thefe are 
liow two little ancient caftles, but of no ftrength,- 
being commanded by a rifing ground behind 
them, wldch I confefsl (houVA ti^N^\«N^X5^is.^ 
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notice of, if I had not heard it obferved by our 
captain and officers, my imagination being whol- 
ly employed by the tragick story, that you are 
well acquainted with : 

Tkefnvimm'mghverj and the nightly bridey 
Ihiu Hero hv^d and how Leander tUed. 

Verfc again ! — I am certainly infe£):cd by the 
poetical air I have paffed through. That of 
Abyclos is undoubtedly very amorous, fince die 
foft palHons betrayed the cattle into the hands of 
the Turks who befieged it in the reign of Or- 
chanes. The governor's daughter imagining to 
have feen her future hufband in a dream, (thoagb 
I d(Mi'i ilnd ftie had either flept upon bride-cake, 
or kept St Agnes's fall), fancied flie faw the dear 
iigurc in the form of one of her befiegers j and 
bcin^ willing to obey her defliny, toffed a note 
to Inni over the wall, with the olYer of her perfoa 
and the delivery of the callle. He fhowed it to 
his general, who confented to try the (inccritj 
of her intentions, and withdrew his arifty, order- 
in^- the young man to return with a fcleft body 
of men at midnight. She admitted him at the 
appointed hour ; he dellroyed the garrifon, took 
the father prifoner, and made her his wife. This 
town is in Ada, first founded by the Milefians. 
Sestos is in Europe, and was once the principal 
city of Cherfonefus. Since I have feen this 
strait, I find nothing improbable in the adven- 
ture of Leander,or very wonderful in the bridge 
of boats of Xerxes. 'Tis fo narrow, 'tis not fur- 
priihig a young lover {\\o\i\d. "aAX^rcv^x. \o iwinii 
or iin ambitious king tiy to ^^^%\ivs •wia^^'%«. 
it- Hut then, ^is fo tubjeavo ^xo^m^.^xis imi 
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wonder the lover periflicd, and the bridge was 
broken. From hence wc had a full view of 
mount Ida ', 

Where Jnno once carefs^dler anCrovs Jove^ 
And the world* s majlerlayfubdu^dby love. 

Not many leagues from hence, I faw the point of 
^hnd, where poor old Hecuba was buried, and 
about a league from that place is Cape Janizary, 
die famous promontory of Sigseum, where we 
anchored* My . curioHty fupplied me with 
strength to climb to the top of it, to fee the 
place where Achilles was buried, and where 
Alexander ran naked round his tomb, in honour 
of him, which no doubt was a great comfort to 
his ghost. I faw there, the ruins of a very 
hrgel^city, and found a stone on which Mr 

W y plainly distinguifhed the words of 

Sgitn, Polifim - We ordered this on board the ihip ; 
but were fhowed others much more curious, by a 
Greek priest, tho' a very ignorant fellow, that 
could give no tolerable account of any thing. 
On each fide the door of his little church, ly two 
large stones, about ten feet long each, five in 
breadth, and three in thicknefs. That on the 
right is very fine white marble, the fide of it 
beautifully carved in bas-relief ;. it reprefents a 
woman, who feems to be defigned for fome 
deity, fitting on a chair witli a foot-stool, and 
before her another woman weeping, and pre- 
fenting to her a young child that (he has in her 
arms, followed by 2 proceffion of women with 
children in the fame manner. This is certainly 
part of a very ancient tomb \ but I dare not pre-- 
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tend to give the true explanation of it. On the 
stone, on the left fide is a very fair infcription; 

but the Greek is too ancient for Mr. W y'ar 

interpretation. I am very forry not to have the 
original in my pofTcflion, which might have been 
purchafed of the poor inhabitants for a fmallfnm 
of money. But our captain afTured us, tbat|. 
^ itiioiit having machines made on purpofe, 'twas 
inipoiFible to bear it to the fea-fide, and, when 
it was there, his long-boat would not be large- 
enough to hold it. 

The ruins of this great city are now inhabited^ 
by poor Greek peafants, who wear the Sciote^ - 
habit, the women being in (hort petticoats, fasten* 
ed by straps round their fhoulders, and lai^ 
finock lleeves of white linen, with neat (hoes and 
stockings, and on their heads a large piece of 
muilin, which fa!ls in large folds on their fhoul- 
ders. — One of my countrymen, Mr. Sands, 
(wliofc book I doubt not you have read, as one 
of the best of its kind) fpeaking of thefe ruin^ . 
fuppofts them to have been the foundation of a 
city begun by Constantine, before his building 
Byzantium *, but 1 fee no good reafon for that 
imagination, and am apt to believe them much 
more ancient. 

We fa w very plainly from this proVnontory, the 
river Simois rolling from mount Ida, and run- 
ing tlwough a very fpacious valley. It is now a 
cunfidcrable river, and is called Simores; it is 
joined in the vale by the Scamander, which 
iippciircd a fmall ilream \\2M cKok^d with mud, 
but 15 perhaps large in wmx^T. T\i\^ ^^ ^^^- 
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thus amongft the gods, as Homer tells us ; and 
'tis by that heavenly name, the nymph Ocnone 
invokes it, in her epiftle to Paris. The Trojan 
virgins ufed to offer their firft favours to it, by 
the name of Scamander, till the adventure, which 
MonfieuT dc la Fontaine has told fo aj^reeably, 
aboliih'd that heathenifh ceremony. When the 
ftream is mingled with the Simois, they run to- 
gether to the fea. 

All that is now left of Troy, is the ground' 
on which it ftood ; for I am firmly perfuaded, . 
whatever pieces of antiquity may be found 
vtound it, are much more modern, and I think 
Strabo fays the fame thing. However, there is 
fonfe pleafure in feeing the valley where I ima- 
gine the famous duel of Menelaus and Paris 
fed been fought, and where the greateft city in 
4e world was fituated. TTis certainly the no- 
'>left ptuation that can be found for the head of 
* great empire, much to be preferred to that 
^ Conitantinople, the harbour here being al- 
ways convenient for (hips from all parts of the 
^orld, and that of Conftantinople inacceffible 
dmoft fix months in the year, while the north 
Wind reigns. • 

North of the promontory of Sigaeum, W9. 
Taw that of Rhaeteum, famed for the fepulchre 
>f Ajax. While I viewed thefe celebrated fields 
md rivers, T admired the exafl: geography of 
Homer, whom I had in my hand. Almoft e- . 
vify. epithet he gives to a mountain or plain, is 
juft for it ; ^nd I fpent feveral hours here in as 
igreeable cogitations, as ever Don Qmxote had 
S3. 
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on mount Montcfinos. We failed next nigl 
the fhore where 'tis vulgarly reported % 
ftood 5 and I took the pains of rifing at tW" 
the mornings to view cooUf thofc ruins w! 
are commonly (howed to itranger?!, and w 
the Turks call £Jki Stunihui, I e. Old Con! 
ople- For that reafon, as well as fome oti 
I conj^^uTC them to be the remains of that 
begun by Conftantme* I hired an afs (the t 
voiture to be had there) tliat I might go i 
miles into the country^ and take a tour ro 
the ancient walls which are of a vaft eit 
We found the remains of a caftle on a hill 
of another in a valley, fevcral broken pillars^ 
two pedeftals, from which I took diefe L 
infcriptions : ,;^ SH 

DTVI. AUG. COL. 
ET COJL. lUL. PHILIPPENSl^. 
EORUNDEM ET PRINCIP. AM. 
COL.IUL. PARIANE. TRIBUN. 
MILFT. COH. XXXII. VOLUNTARY 
TRIR MILIT. LEG. Xlll GEM. 
PRAEFECTO EQUIT. ALAE. 1. 
SCUBULORUM. 
VIC. VIII. 

DIVI.1UL1. FLAMTNL 

C.ANTONIO. M. F. 

VOLT. RUFO. FLAMIN. 

DIVI. AUG. COL. CL. APRENS. 

ET. COL. lUL. PHILIPPENSIS 

EORUNDEM. ET PRINCIP. ITEM. 

COL. lUL. PARI AN AE. TRIB. 

MlLlT. COH. XXXH. VOLUNTARI. OR. 

TRIB. MILIT. Xlll. 

GEM. PRAEF. EQUIT. ALAE- I. 

SCUBULORUM. 

VIC. VII. 
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doubt but the remains of a temple near 
;, are the ruins of one dedicated to Au-> 
and I know not why Mr. Sands calls it 
an temple, (ince the Romans certainly 
^abouts- Here are many tombs of fine 
and vafl pieces of granate, which are 
fened by the prodigious balls that the 
ake from them for their cannon. We 
It evening the iflc of Tenedos, once yn- 
Datronage of Apollo, as he gave it in, 
n the particulars of his eftate when he 
Daphne. It is but ten miles in circuity 
lofe days very rich and well peopled^ 
us for its excellent wine. .1 fay nothing 
from whence it was called ;.but naming 
, where we paffed next, I cannot for- 
Ttioning Lefbos, where Sappho fang, 
icue reigned, famous for the birth of 
Theopraflus and Arion, thoie mailers 
, philofophy, and mufick. This was 
e laft iflands that remained in the Chri- 
linions after the conqueft of Conitan- 
^ the Turks. But need I talk to you 
ufeno, &c. princes that you are as well 
d with as I am ? Twas with regret I 
il from this iiland into the j£gean fea. 
Archipelago, leaving Scto (the ancient 
I the left, which is the richcft and moft 
of thefe iflands, fruitful in cotton, coro^ 
planted with groves of orange and le- 
rs, and the Arvifian mountain, ftill 
\ for the neftar, Virgil mentions. Here 
I manufafture of filks in all Turkey. 
I is well built, the women famous for 
itVj and {how their faces as in Chriften- 




iGO LlTTTERS- 

dtrai* There arc many rich families ; tlougli 
they coii6iL€ their magnificence to the infide of 
llieir hotifesj to avoid the jealoufy of the Turks, 
who have a kafia here : hoTJvever, rhey enjoy a 
i^afonablc libertjrj acid indulge the gcniua of 
their cDOODtly | 

And mt mtd J^^gt ^f^d dana anuay ihsir imt^ 
Frfflf ai th^ir gravfj, and happy as thdr cHm 

Their chains hang hghtly on them^ tho* 'tiiuQt 
long fincc they were impofed, not being under 
the Turk till 1566* But perhaps *tii as eafytu 
obey the graisd fjgniot as the ftate of Genoajto 
whom they were fold by the Greek emperor. 
But I forget myfclf in thefc hiftorical toucheij 
which are very imperthient when I write to 
you. PaJTing the llrait between the illamis of 
Andros and A eh at a, now Lihadia, we faw tie 
promontOTy of Luiiium, now called Cape Co- 
lonnaj where are yet standing the vast pillaB 
of a temple of Minerva. This venerable figbt 
made me thinkj wiih double regret, on a beaufi^ 
f ul temple of l^efeus, which 1 am aiTuredy was 
almost entire at Athens, till the- last campaign 
in the Morea, that the Ti\rks filled it with pow- 
der, and it was accidentally blown up. You 
may believe I had a great mind tp land on the 
famed Peloponnefus, though it were only to 
look on the rivers of Afopus, Pcneus, Inachius 
and Eurotas, the fields of Arcadia, and other 
fcencs of ancient mythology. But instead of 
demi-gods and heroes, I was credibly informed, 
't'lb now overrun by robbers, and that I fhculd 
run a great rifk of f alliivj m\.o \ivdt Iv^nds, by 
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undertaking fuch a journey through a defert 
country, for which, however, I have fo much* 
itfped, that I have much ado to hinder myfelf . 
from troubling you with its whole histroy, from^ 
tbe foundation ojF Nycana and Corinth, to the. 
last compaign there ; but I check the inclina- 
tion, as I did that of landing. We failed quiet- 
ly by Cape Angeloi once Malea, where I faw 
^0 remains of the famous temple of Apollo. 
We came that evening in fight of Candia : it is 
^7 mountainous ; we eafily distinguiihed that» 
of Ida. — ^We have Virgil's authority, that hcre.- 
^€rc an hundred cities— 

Centum urbes habitant magna S " 

Hie chief of them — the fcene of monstrous paf-- 
ions. Meteilus. first- conquered this birth- 
place of his Jupiter ; itfeli afterwards into the. 

fands of 1 am running on to the very 

iege of Candia ; and I. am fo angry withmy- 
^UF, that L wHl pafs by all the. other iflanda 
^ith this general' reflexion, that 'tis impofiible 
3 imagine any thing more agreeable than this* 
>umey would have been two or three thoufand 
cars fince,. when, after drinking a difh of tea 
ath Sappho, J might have gone the fame even-* 
ig to vifit the temple of Homer in Chois, and 
afled this voyage in taking plans of magnifi-. 
cnt temples, delineating the miracles of ftatu-^ 
ries, and converfing with the mod polite and 
noft gay of mankiml. Alas ! art is extin£l 
iere *, the wonders of Nature alone remain j 
nd it was with vaft pleafure I obferved thofe. 
f mount Etna> wliofc flame ^^jcax^ ver^ ^ti^ht 
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in the nighty many leagues off at feaj an 
the head with a thoufand conjedlures. '. 
ever, I honour philofophy too much, to in 
it could turn that ot Empedocles ; and I 
(hall never make me believe fuch a fcanda 
man, of whom Lucretius fays^ 

»Vtx humana videturJHrpe creatus'-' 

We paffed Trinacria without hearing 2 
the fyrens that Homer defcribes, and, 
thrown on neither Scylla^nor Charybdis, 
fafe to Malta, firft called Melita, from 
bundance of honey, It is a whole rock co 
• with very little earth. 'JTie grand maftci 
here in the ftate of a fovereign prince ; b 
ftrcngth at fea now is very fmall. The f 
f|^ cations are reckoned the bed in the worl 

J ) cut in the folid rock with infinite expenc 

labour. Off this ifland we were tofTcd 

i fevere ftorm, and were very glad, after 

■; i days, to be able to put into Porta Farine c 

i ;[ African fhore, where our fiiip now rides. 

Tunis we were met by the Engliili eonfu 
refides here. I readily accepted of the oil 
his houfe there for fome davs, bein? verv 
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>imt art, yet aflbrd the moft delicious fruit In 
the world. Their vineyards and melon fields 
ire mclofil^d by hedges of that plant we call In- 
Hiian fig, which is an admirable fence, no wild 
beaft being able to pafs it. It grows a great 
height, very thick, and the fpikes or thorns are 
M long and {harp as bodkins ; it bears a fruit 
nuch eaten by the peafants, and which has no 
'il taste. 

It being now the feafon of the Turkifli ra^ 
fifadan^ or Lent, and all here profefling, at least, 
the Mahometan religion, they fast till the going 
'^wn of the fun, and fpend the night infeast- 
wg. We faw under the trees, companies of 
the country people, eating, Tinging, and dan- 
cing, to their wild mufick. They are not 
quite black, but all mulatoes, and the most 
frightful creatures * that can appear in a human 
figure. They are almost naked, only wearing 
a piece of coarfe ferge wrapped about them. 
-**f— But the women have their arms, to their 
^ety fhoulders, and their necks and faces, a- 
c^med with flowers, stars, and various forts 
9f figures, impreffed by gun- powder ; a confi- 
lerable addition to their natural deformity ; 
vhich is, however, esteemed very ornamental 
imongst them ; and I believe they fuffer a good 
leal of pain by it. 

About fix miles from Tunis, we faw the 
emains of that noble aqueduft which carried 
:hc water to Carthage, over feveral high moun- 
tains, the length of forty miles. There are 
itill many arches ntire. "W t t^^wx. V^^ Vv<3S3x% \»l 
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'Viewing it^ with great attentioir, and Mr. I 
aflured me, that of Rome is very miii 
ferior to it. The stones are of a prodigio^ 
and yet all poHfli'd and fo exaflly fitted t 
other, very little cement has been made 
to join them Yet they may probably » 
thouCand years longer, if art is not madt 
. to pul 1 die m down . Soon aft e r Jay -br ea 
rived at Tunis, a town fairly built of 
white ftone, but quite without gardens, 
they fay, were ail dertroyed when the ' 
first took it, none having been planted 
The dry fand gives a very difagreeable pi 
to the eye ; and the want of fhade contn 
to the natural heat of the climate, reodci 
exceflive, that I have much ado to fuppo 
*Tis true, here is, every noon, tlic refref 
of the fca-breeze, without which it wo 
impoflible to live. 5 but no frefh water, bu 
is prefervcd in the cisterns, of the rains tl 
in the month of .September. The woi 
the town go veiled from head to foot u 
black crape, and being mix'd with a br 
renegadoes, are faid to be many of the 
and handfome. This city was bcfiej 
1270, by .Lewis king of France, wKo di 
dzT the walls of it, of a pestilential fever, 
his death, Philip, his fon., and our prin 
ward, fon of Henry III. raifed the fie 
honourable terms. It remained under 
'tural African kings, till betrayed into the 
of Barbarofla, admiral of Solyman the 1 
ficent. The emperor Charles V. expelk 
baro/Ja, but it was reco\ercd by the Tui 
der the eonduft of Sin^tv WS^^m Ccv<^\- 



Letters* aoj 

[. From that time till now, Tunis has rc- 
tributary to the grand Signior, governed 
, who fuffers the name of fubjcft to the 
ut has renounced the fubjcd^ion^ being 
;, and very feldom paying any tribute. 
:at city of Bagdat is, at this time^ in the 
rcumftances j and the grand Signior con^ 
the lofs of thefe dominions^ for fear of 
veu the titles of them. 

NT very early vefterday morning (after 
ht's repofe) to fee the ruins of Carthage, 
iras, however, half broiled in the fun, and 
ed to be led into one of the fubterranean 
mts, which they called. The rtahtes of 
lantSy but which I cannot believe were 
figned for that ufe. I found in many 
1 broken pieces of columns of fine ftiar- 
l fome of porphyry. I cannot think any 
ould take the inlignific^nt pains of car- 
!iem thither ; and I cannot imagine fuch 
lars were defigtied for the ufc of ftables. 
It to believe they were Summer apart- 
Linder their palaces, which tlic heat of 
late rendered neceflary. They are now 
granaries by the country people* While 
:re, from the town of Tents^ not far ofF, 
>f the women flocked in' to fee me, and 
re equally entertained with viewing one 
-. Their pofture in fitting, the colour of 
in, their lank, black hair falling on each 
:ir faces, their features, and the (hape of 
imbs, differ fo little from their country 
the baboons, 'tis hard to fancy them z 
T 
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(liilinrt race ; I could not help thinking then 
Ihui hci-n fomc ancient alliances between them. 
When I was a little refrcQied by rest, anc 
fjme milk and exquifite fruit they brought me 
I went up the little hill where once stood th< 
c.t>.t]cof Byrfa, and from thence I had a dis- 
tincl view of the fituation of the famous city oi 
Carthage, which stood on an isthmus, the fea 
coming on each fide of it. Tis now a marih] 
ground on one fide, where there are fait ponds. 
Strabo calls Carthage forty miles in circumfb- 
cncc. There are now no remains of it, bat 
what I have defcribed ; and the history of it is 
too well known to want my abridgement of it 
You fee, Sir, that I think you esteem obedience 
better than compliments. I have anfwered your 
Liter, by giving you the accounts you defircc(, 
aiul have referved my tlianks to the conclufion, 
1 inteiul to leave this place to-morrow, and con- 
tinue* my journey through Italy and France. In 
or.e of thole places I hope to tell by word erf 
iiouih, that I am, 

Your humble fcrvant, ^c, &'6 
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To the Countefs of — 

Ge»oa, Aug. 28. O. S. I7l8« 

BEG your pardon, my dear fister, that Idi<l 
not write to you homTwm^^xivRQalYop* 
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Ditunity I have had fince I left Constantinople, 
►ut the heat there was fo cxcefTive, and the 
ght fo bad for the fight, 1 was half blind by wri- 
ng one letter to the Abbot- :, and durst not 

o to write many others I had defigned ; nor, 
[ideed^ could 1 have entertained you very well 
•lit of that barbarous country. I am now fur- 
ound^d with fubjecls of pleafure, and fo much 
harmed with the beautios of Italy, that I fliould 
hink it a kind of ingratitude not to offer a little 
Mraife, in return for the diverfion I have had 
icre. ■ I am in the houfc of Mrs. D'Avenant 
It St, PierVe d' Arena, and (hould be very unjust, 
apt to allow her a ftiare of that praife 1 fpeak 
rfjUnce her good humour and good coqipany 
^ia?e very much contributed to render this place 
agreeable to me. 

. Genoa is fituated in a very fine bay ; and, 
beiHg bujlt on a rifing hill, Intermixed with 
prdens, and beautified with the nioft excellent 
jrchitefture, gives a very fine profpeft ofi^" at 
ea 5 though it loft much of its beauty in my 
•yes, having been accuftomed to that of Con - 
lantinople. The Genoefe were once mailers of 
Cveral iflands in the Archipelago, and all that 
'^rt of Conftantinople which is now called Ga- 
^ta. Their betraying the Chriftian caufe, by fa- 
ilitating the taking of Conftantinople by the 
urk, deferved what has fince happened to 
^eni, even the lofs of all their conquefts on 
lat fide to thofe infidels. They are at prefent 
ir from rich; and are dcfplfed by the French, 
nee their doge was forced by the late king to 
T X 
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'go in perfon to Paris, to a{k pardon foi 
trjUe as the arms of France over the hoi 
the envoy being fpattered with dung 
nights This J I fuppofe, was done hj fo 
the Spaniih faction, which iilll makes t 
majority here, though they dare not opei 
clarc it* The ladies affe^l the French 
and are niore geTitecl than thofe they ir 
I do not doubt but the cuftom of Cizifbc 
very much improved their airs. I kno' 
whether you ever heard of thofe animals 
pon my w^ord, nothing but my own ^yes 
have convinced me there were any fuch 
earth. 1 he f afhion begun here, and is m 
ceived all over Italy, where the hufbands a 
fuch terrible creatures as we reprefent 
There are none among them fuch brutcSj 
pretend to find fault with a cu^om fo w 
tablifhed, and fo politically founded, fince 
aflured, that it was an expedient firft four 
by the fenate, to put an end to thofe fami 
treds, which tore their ftate to pieces, a 
find employment for thofe young men, whi 
forced to cut one another's throats, pow 
le temps ; and it has fucceeded fo weH, 
fince the inflitution of Cizifbei, there ha: 
nothing but peace and good humour ar 
them. Tliefe are gentlemen who devote 
felves to the fervlce of a particular lady, (I 
a nvrried one), for the virgins are all in 
and confined to convents : They are oblii 
wait on her to all publick places, fuch 
plays, operas, and afTemblies, (v/hich are 
here Corjverfations^Vihzxz they wait behi 
'hair 5 take cure of hex i^r.:^Ti^'^o\^^^\l^\v 
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lave the privilege of whifpers, l2fc\ When 

he goes out, thev ferve her instead of lacquies, 
pravely trotting by her chair, Tis their buli- 
icfs to prepare for her a prefcnt againft any d;iy 
)f publick appearance, not forgetting that of her 
)wu name * y in fliort, they are to fpenJ all their 
:iinc and money in her fervice, who rewards 
hem accordingly, (for opportunity they M^nt 
lone) ; but the hufband is not to have the in> 
;)udence to fuppofe this any other than pure 
■*latonic friendihip. Tis true, they endeavour 
give her a Cizifbei of their own choofing ; 
jut when the lady happens not to be of the 
[ame tafte, as that often happens, (lie never fails 
to bring it about to have one of her own fancy. 
[n former times, one beauty ufed to have eight 
ox ten of thefe humble admirers j but thofe 
d^yspf plenty and humility are no more. Men 
grov<r more fcarce and faucy j and every lady is 
torced to content herfelf with one at a time. 

You may fee in this place the glorious liberty 
of a rcpublick, or, more properlyy an ariflocracy, 
the common people being here as arrant Haves 
a6 the French ; but the old nobles pay little ref- 
peft to the doge, who is but two years in his 
office,., and whole wife, at that very time, af- 
fumes no rank above another noble lady. Tis 
true, the^ family of Andrea. Doria \ that great 
man, who reftored them that liberty they enjoy ; 
have fome particular privileges. When the i'e- 
nate found it neceflary to put a flop to the lux- 
ury of drefs, forbidding the wearing of jewels 
and brocades, they left them at liberty to make 

T I 
* ThsLt ii^the day of the fain^ftiut Y<VQav^^\% «jiA<A. 
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what expcncetliey pkafcd, I lo 
pleafurc on^the ftatuc of that hm 
the court belonging to the houfec 
This puts me in mind of their pj 
can nevtir tJefcnbe as I ought,- 
naiigh that J fay, they arCj moft o 
fign of PAllaaio ? The areet calj 
v:i, is perhaps the moll beautiful I 
in the world. I mufl particiilar 
vnit palaces of Durafczo, thofi 
Balblyjoined together by a magnif 
that of the Impf^rialeat the Yiilai; 
d'Arenaj and another of the Dc 
fetlion of architedlure, ^nd the 
fion of rich furnityrc are to be 
pofedwith the rrioft elegant fa 
magnificence. But I am charnie 
fo much as the colled^ion of p 
pencils of Raphael, Paulo Ver 
Caracci, Michael Angelo, Guide 
gio, which two I mention last aj 
favourites. I own, I cari find 
objedls of horror ; and in my op 
naturally a crucifix is reprefented 
agreeable it is. Thefe, my be 
iliow Nature, and (how it in the 
light. I M'as particularly pleafec 
tia in the houfe of Balbi -, the ex 
of that face and bofom, gives al 
pity and admiration, that could 
foul, by the finest poem on th 
Cleopatra of the fame hand, defc 
tioned ; and I fhould fay more o 
tia had not first en^^i^^d mY e 
alfo fomo inesumabU ?d\cv^u 
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church of St. Laurence is l>uilt of Wack and 
white marble, where is kept that famous plate 
of a (ingle emerald, which is not now permitted 
to be handled, fincc a plot, which they fay, was 
difcovered, to throw it on the pavement and 
break it ; a cluldiih'piece of malice, wliich they 
ifcribe to the Ling of Sicily, to "be revenged for 
their i-efufrng to fell it to him. The church of 
^c Annunciation is finely lined with marble ; 
fhc pillars are of red and white marble -, that of 
St. Ambrofe has been very much adorned by the 
[rfuits ; but,l confcfs all the churches appeared 
(o noean to me, after that of San£la Sophia, I 
^n hardly do them the honour of writing down 
Aeirnajues. But I hope you will own, I have 
jude good ufc of my time, in feeing fo much, 
'»nce, 'tis not many days that we have been out 
rf the^quarantinc, from which no body is exem- 
>tcd coming from the Levant. Ours, indeed, 
^u very much fliortencd, and very agreeably 
>afled in Mrs. d'Avenaiit's company, in the vil- 
igc of St. Pierre d' Arena, about a mile from 
>enoa, in a houfe built by Palladio,fo well dc- 
gned, and fo nobly proportioned, 'twas a plea- 
ire to walk in it. We were vifitcd here only 
r a few Englifli, in the company of a noble Ge- 
>efe, commiffioned to fee we did not touch one 
lother.— r I (liall stay here fome days longer, 
id could almost wiChit were for all my life ; 
It mine, I fear, is not destined to fo much 
mquillity. I am, ^r. b'r. 




To the Countcfe of 



Tfirin^ Sept, la. O, S. 17lt 

I CAME ill two days from Genoa, through finf 
roadsTto this place, I hm^ already fee n what 
is Showed taftratigers in the townj which, iniked 
15 not worth a verj particabr dercription ^and 
I have not refped enough for the holy handker- 
chief, to fpeait long of it* The chnrches are 
handfome, and fo is the king^s palace; but I 
have btely fecn fach perfection of archked^ure, 
J did not give much of my attention to diefe 
pieces. The town itfelf i^ fa^irly built, fifaated 
in a fine plain on the banks of the Po, At a lit- 
tle dift'^nce from it, we faw the palaces of La 
VencTie, and La Vakntia, both very agreeable 
retreats. We were lodged in the Piazza Royaki 
which i^ one of the nobkit fquare^ I cTcr faw, 
with a fine portico of white ftone quite round rt* 
We were immediately vifited by rhe Chcva- 

lj^;jr -^jwhnm you knew in England, whp, 

with gT€^t civility, begged to introttucc m at 
court, which is now kept at Rivoli, about a 
lea^^ae from TuTin. I w^ent thither yeflcrdaf, 
und liiul the honour of waiting on the queen, be- 
iiig presented tohti by Uci fufl: lady of honour. 
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I found her majefty in a magnificent apartment, 
with a train of handfome ladies, all drefled in 
gowns, amongft which it was eafy to diftinguiflx 
the fair princefs of Cari^nan. The queen en- 
tertained me with a world of fweetnefs and affabili- 
ty, and feemed miftrefs of a great (hare of good 
fetlfe. She did not forget to put me in mind 
of her Englifh blood : and added, That fhe al- 
ways felt in herfelf a particular inclination to 
love the Englifh. I returned her civility, by 
giving her the title of majefty, as often as I 
could, which, perhaps, (he will not have the 
comfort of hearing many months longer. — The 
king has a great deal of vivacity in his eyes ; and 
the young prince of Piedmont is a very hand- 
fome young man ; but the great devotion which 
this court is at prcfent, fallen into, does not 
permit any of thofe entertainments proper for 
his age. Proceflions and mafTes are all the mag- 
nificence in fafliion here ; and gallantry is fo 

criminal, that the poor Count of , who 

was our acquaintance in London, is very feri- 
oufly difgraced, for fome fmall overtures he 
'prefumed to make to a maid of honour. I in- 
tend to fet out to-morrow, and to pafs thofe 
dreadful Alps, fo much talked of. — If I come 
to the bottomj you (hall hear of me. — I am, 
&c. 
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LETTER XLVII. 
To Mrs. T : 

Lpns. Sept. 25. O. S. 

tZ^EIVED, at my arrival here, bol 
igmg letters, and alfo letters frot 
nhcr friends, defigned to Conftan 
It me from Marfeilles hither 5 01 
lere, knowing we were upon oui 

!"urprifcd to hear my filler 

J, I fiippofe what I wrote t;o 1 
^ ill be loft, and where to direft 
ing no account of her affairs f 
ul. For my own part, I am cor 
^ibcr, having kept ray bed till y< 
^e the 17th, that I came to th 

liave had fo terrible a fever, I 1 

time, th.at aril r.iy journies we 
ul 1 do not at all 'wonder, that 

I have piiflVd, fliould have fuc 
he flirt day's journey from ' 
, IS through a very fine counti 
•nted, and enriched by Art an< 

c^ay we began to afcend mou 
^^It \" ^^^^^^ ^^'^ts of twifted c 

to i,.^ce^, ai.^ U\A xx^oxv W 
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The prodigious profpeft of mountains cover- 
d with eteiUal fnow, of clouds hangirtg far be- 
)w our feet, and of vaft cafcades tumbling 
own the rocks with a coilftifed foaring, would 
ave been eritfettaAning to me, if I had fuiFered 
jfs from the extreme cold that reigns here. But 
^ mifly rains, which fall perpetually, pene- 
•ated even the thick fur I was wrapped in ; and 
was half dead with cold, before we got to the 
)ot of the ' mountain, which was not till 
ffo hours after dark. This hill has a fpacious 
lain on the top of it, and a fine lake there ; but 
le defcent is fo fteep and tflippery, it is fur- ^ 
rizing to fee thefe chairmen go fo fteadily as 
»cy do: Yet I was not half fo much afraid of 
reaking my nebk, as I was of falling fick ; and 
le event has Ihowed, that I placed my fears 

The other mountains ane now all paflablefor 
chaife, and very fruitful in vines and paftures: 
tnongflrthem is a breed of the iineft goats in 
e world. Acqucbellet is the laft, and foon af- 
• we entered Pont Beauvoifm, the frontier 
wn of France, whofc bridge' parts this king- 
m, and the dominions of Savoy. The fame 
ght we arrived late at this town; where I have 
d niching to do, but to take care of my health. 
hink my felf already out of any danger; and am 
termined, that the fore throat, which ftill re- 
ains, fhall not confine me long. I am impa- 
;nt to fee the curiofitie^ of this famous city, 
id more impatient to continue my journey to 
iris^ from whence I hope to write you a more 



diverting letter than it is poflible for m 
now, with a mind weakened by (ick 
head muddled with fpleen, from a forry i 
a chamber full of mortifying objefls of 
caries vials and bottles* — I am, &c. 



LETTER XLVIII. 
To Mr. Pope. 

Lyons, SefU 28. O.S, 1 

I RECEIVED yours here, and (houldth 
for the pleafure you feem to enjoy fi 
y I; return ; but I can hardly forbear bein^ 

jf,,;, at you, for rejoicing at what difpleafes 

'y]^ much. You will think this but a 

|Ij| compliment on my fide. Til aflure you, 

{I •;! from infenfibility of the joy of feeing my : 

i|*;.i but when I confider, that 1 niuft, at tl 



LETTERS. ai7 

id quiet made up the happinefs of mj in- 
life. — i Ihould certainly be melancholy, if 
ied this theme one line farther. — 1 will 
fill thp remainder of this paper with th^ 
cions on the tables of brafs, that are pla. 
sach fide of the town-houfe. 

i. TABLE. 

rerum, noftra. : : : : fit : : ; ,• : EquU 
rimam, omnium, illam, cogUntionem. hofiii- 
lam. maximc, primam, occurfuram. mihi, 
K deprecor, ne. quqfi, novam. ijlam, rem. in^ 
exhdrrefcat'u* Jed. i/Ia, potius* cogifetts, 
^lulta. iti* hoc* clvitaie, novata.Jint. et* qu'i^ 
itim. ab, orighie. nrbis* twjlra* in. quod, 
flatujque. res. p. noflra. didudla. fit. 

idam. reges^ banc, icnuere. urhem. ne. fa" 
"Jiefiicii. fuccejforibiis. earn, tradcre. contigit. 
rere. alieni. et. quldani. (Kterni* ut. Numa. 
fuccejfertt. ex. Sablnis. veniens. vicinuu 
fed. tunc, extcrnus. ut. Anco. Mctrcio. 
. Tarqulnius. propt^. temeratum. fangui. 
)d. patre. de. marato. Corintbio..natus. erat. 
uinienfi. matre. generofa. fed. inopi. ut. qua^ 
rito. necejfe. habuerit. fuccumhere. cum. do^ 
lleretur. a. gerendis. honor ibus. poftquam, 
migravit. regnum. cideptus. ejl. huic^ ^uo^ 
filio. nepotive, ejus. nam. et. hoc. inter, auc^ 
icrepat. incerttts. Servius. Tu/Iius. f. nos. 
limur. captiva. tint us, ocxefa,f%. tuscos^ 
mdam, vivenua. fodalis. fidehffimus. oin^ 
ius. casus, comes^pofquam. varia. fortunas , 
cum* omnibus* reliqu'u. c<tVxanu cexcr\tui ^ 
U 




^ 
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Eiruria* e\'ceffii^ mmtenu Cxiium^ occapamL it. «, 
duct'* sm. Cwiia- ita^ appeUkatus^ mutaisqti^, ti^ 
mine, nam^ tusce* maparna. tL namefu trat. ka^ ap^ 
pil/atus. ejh nt^ dixu et* regnunu fummn, mm. 
rtip* ui'd'date* ^Hhtutt, ddnde. poflqtmm, ^arqui- 
nL Super h'u mons. inytfi* civkatu n(^r^, ^Jf.^$* 
pert/ fit, qua, ipjius, qua. fiiiorttm^ ejtts^ nempe, pif* 
t^fmn. r/i, mentcs^ r^gnL et. ad, cmfales* ammi^ 
nmgijlraius* admwifirntiQ* reip, tran/!ata, efl, ^H 

^ird. nunc, cmimifn&rem, diBMure* Imc. jjuP 
0miuiari* impertum- ^aienthis* repertum^ apud. Jstf • 
jans. no/frou quom in* asperiotihus. hellis* auLm* 
£iViiL tmtu. dj^ciii&re, nt^rentur. nut. in, auxUiam. 
phhh. creatof. trihitmi. pieheK quid, a, comui'thuu 
ad, dtntrnvlros* tranjlafum* impt'rium* i^Iuioque, 
pB/li'a. det'enfuiraU, regno, ad. c^ftftfiei, rurftn*, redi" 
tum, quid, im i : : : v, ris* diflributunu cmtfu' 
Lire- imperiiim* tribunuique* miUtum, consuhri* i/th 
perk, appellatos, qui, fenl, et, G^am, crearentur* 
quid, communicatos. pojiremo. cum. plebe. homres, 
7wn, imperi.folum. sed.sacerdotorum. quoqu€,jamji. 
narrem, bella, a, quibus, cosperint. majores* noftri* 
ft, quo. procejjei'imus, vereor* ne. nimio* injoientior. 
ejfc, videar. et, quaJlJJe.jaBationetn. gloria, prolatif 
vnperi. ultra, oceandrn, sed, ilio. C. Porius, revtr* 
far, civitatcm. 



II. TABLE, 

:::::::::::::: sane :::::: 

:;::::::::: fiovo : : : divus : aug 

^Jo : /us, et, patruus. Tt. Casar, omnem, flor 

if^ique, coloniarum, ac. Tnumci^ion^m. ^i^iuot 
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scilicet, virorutn, et. hcupletium. in. haci curia. CS' 
p^. voliiit* quid. ergo. tion. Italicus. senate r. pro^ 
mnciali. potior, efi. jam. vobis. cum. banc, partem. 
lensura^ mea. approbare. coepero. quid. de. ea. re. 
tentiam. rebus, ojiendam. sed. ne. provinciates, qui^ 
iem.Ji^jmodo. ornare. curiam, poterint. rejiciendos. 
puto.. 

OrnatfJ/tma. ecce. colonia. valentijjimaque. Ritn^ 
netifium, quam. longo.jam. tempore, senator es. huic. 
curia, confert. ex. qua. colonia. inter, paucos. eque^ 
(Iris, ordinis. ornamentum. L. rejlmum. familia- 
rijjitni. diligo. et. hodieque. in. rebus, mets* detineo, 
iujus. liberi.fruuntur. quaso. primo. sacerdotiorumn 
gradff. poflm^ modo. cum. annis. promoturi. dignita- 
tis, sua. tticremenia. ut. dirum. nomen. latronis. 1a- 
ceam% et. odi. illud. palejiricum. prod'iguunu quod. 
ante. in. domum. cohsulatum. intulit. quam. colofiia. 
Sua. soiidum. civitatis. Romana. beneficinm. conse^ 
cuta.efl^ idem, de.fratre. ejus.'pojfum. dicere mi^ 
serabli. quidem. indjgnijjtmoque. hoc. casu. ut. iw- 
his.utilis. senator, ejfe.non.poffit. 

Tempur. ejl. jam. Ti. Casar. Germanice. dste^ 
lere.te. patribus. conseriptis. quo. tendat. orafotua. 
fam» enim. ad. extremos.fifies. Gallia. NarboneU'-^ 
(is. venijli. 

Tot. acce.' infignes.juvehes. quot. intueor .non. m/i 
^s. sunt, paenitendi. senator ib. quam poettiiet, Per^ 
icum, nobilijjimum* virum, amicum, meum. inter'- 
'maginer. major um. suorum AUogorici. nomen. le^ 
rere, quod.Ji. hac, ita. effi. consenti. is. quid, ultra, 
iefideratis. quam. ut. vobis. digito. detnofifirem. so- 
Utm. ij>sum, ■ ultra ^ fines, pr 01^* nci« » N at twen^t * 




jam, %^his anatsres^ mitten, gtianda. ix* Lifg* 
dum, hahtre. ms noftrL ordlnh.vh^i. mrtpttfijtfL 
timidc qutdtm. p.c. egrs^uu adiifei^s^famtiktj* 
que. ^}o6ii, provificisrum, termum^ sum sed,iitt' 
tricfe ^ jam. comaia Gaiiix. taum. iigenik,e^% 
in, qua*/u qtm he mtuetiir. qu^d. helk pir it- 
am. anmt* exetcuenrnt. div^m. jtiHum. idtm*^ 
ponaf centum, annorum. immohiiem. fidtm dsf* 
qahimquf^ mult is tfipldis. rebut, nqftris. fiuh 
quam^^expettum illi.patiu meo. Drufo. Gcf'mi> 
niam juhigaiti. tut am. quiete, lUd, securamqutt a 
iergQ, pacem. pr^f/Hterunt. et quidenu am^ d* 
census. mv& turn upere, et* in itdiuetQ Galimi 
ad kellum avucaius e£^* quod^ ^pus* quam. (if* 
duum.Jtt nohls nunc* cum maxime* qtmmvluM'^ 
hiL ultra qmm nt. puhUee mt^ Jtnt factiltatrS, 
no tr^^ ex^uhaiur* mtnis, magno. txpeiimtnt&. cog* 
mscimus, • | 

I WAS alfo fliowetl, without the gate of St. 
Jufliniys, fome remams of a Roman aquedu^lj 
and bL-hind the monaftery of St, Mnry, there arc 
the ruins of the imperial palace, where the Effl' 
peror Claitdius was born^ and where Severua li^- 
ed. The grcar Ciuhedral of St* John is a good 
Goihlck buIKIing, and its clock much admired 
by the Germans. In one of the moft confpicu- 
ous parts of the town, is the late king's ftatue 
fet up, trampling upon mankind. I cannot 
forbear faying one word here, of the French 
flatucs (for I never Tntend to mention any more 
of them) with their gilded full-buttomed wigs. 
If their king had intended to exprcfs, in one 
im.igc^ igmrance^ ill tajie awd'uanh^^W fcul^tors 
could luvc nude no otliei ^^v\t^> ^o ^xot^^x^^"^ 



LETTERS. 211 

that purpofe, as this ftatue, which rcprefcnts 
the odd mixture of an old beau, who had a mind 
to be a hero, with a buflicl of curled hair ou 
his head, and a gilt truncheon in his hand. — 
The French have, been fo voluminous on tlie 
hiftory of this town, I need fay nothing of 
It. The houfes are tolerably well built, and 
die Belle Cour well planted( from whence i» 
feen the celebrated joining of the Soane and 
Rhone. 

" Ubi Rbodanus^ingens amne prarapidojluiiy. 
'' Ararque duhitans quo suos Jlu&us agat.^ 

I have had time to fee every thing with great lei- 
fure, having hcen confined feveral days to this 
town, by a fwelling in my throat, the remains of 
a fever occafioned by a cold I got in the damps 
of the Alpsv. The.doftors here threaten' me 
with all fortabf diftempersj if I dare to leave 
them ; but I that know the obftinacy of it, think 
it juft'as poffible to continue my way to Paris, 
wiui it, as to go about the ftreets of Lyons ; and 
Sim determined to purfue my journey to-nior- 
row, in- fpite of doftors, apothecaries^ and fore 
throats. 

When you fee Lady R , tell her I have 

received her letter, and will anfwcr it from Paris 
believing that the place that ihe would moft 
willingly hear of. , 

Lam,. i^€*^c. 



^ y 



LETTER XLIX. 
To the Lady R ^. 

'P^m, Oft. loth O. S. 1718* 

I Cannot give my dear lady R a better 
proof of the pIcafuTc I have in wnting to hcr^ 
thjo choofing to do it in thU feat of various a* 
-inyfements, where I am ^ncabhid with vifits, and 
thofe fo full of vivHcity and compliments, tbt 
*tis full employment encmgh to hearken, whethef 
one iUiTwers or not. The French ambalTadrefs 4t 
Conflantinople has a very cdufideTable and m* 
nuTous family here, who ali come to fee me, and 
are never weary of making enquiries. The ^h of 
Paris has already had a good efteift on me| fof 
I was never in better health, though I have been 
extremely ill all the road from Lyons to this 
place. You may judge how agreeabie the jour- 
ney has been to me ; which did not want that 
addition to m?.ke me diflike it. I think nothing 
fo terrible as objetfts of mifcry, except one had 
the Godlike attribute of being capable to redrefs 
them ; and all the country villages of France 
Ihow nothing elfe. While the pod horfes are 
cliau^cd, the whole town corn'es out to beg) 
with fuch mifer shle flarved faces, and thin tat- 
tircd riothes, they need no other eloquence, to 
pcrfundc one of the wTelc\\d<\wd?> ^^ vWnx con- 
dition. This is all tl\e ¥icud\ w^^vC\Sx^^"^'^'^% 
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i come to Fountainbleau, when you are 
.1 one thoufand five hundred tooms in the 
hunting palace. The apartments of the 
amlly are very large,, and richly gilt ; but 
nothing in the architefture or* painting 
remembering. Tlie Ibiig gallery, built 
nry IV. has profpie<fls of all the king's 
Its walls are defigned after the taftc of 
imes, but appear now very mean. The 
i, indeed, finely wooded and watered, 
es well grown and planted, and in the 
nds are kept tame carp, faid to be, fome 
n eighty years of age; The late king- 
Tome months every year at this feat; and 
rocks round it, by the pious fentences in- 
on them, fhow the devotion in faflnon 
ourt, which, I believe, died with him ; at 
fee no exterior marks of it at Paris, where 
pie's thoughts fcem to be on prefent diver- 



fair of St Laurence is nqw in feafon. 
ay be fure I have been carried thither, 
nk it much better difpofed than ours of 
omew. The (hops being all fet in rows ; 
larly, and well lighted, they made up a 
;reeable fpeflacle. But I was not at all 
I with the grqffterte of their Harlequin," no 
lan with their mufick at the opera, which 
ominably grating, after being ufed to that 
^ Their houfe is a booth compared to 
the IL.y-Market, and the play-houfe not 
as that of Lincoln^s Inn Fields 5 but 
muft be owned, to their praife, their 
ns are much bcyoud ^itv'^ oS. Q>a.w \. 



propos of countenances, I muft tell yoii 
thing of the French ladies ; I have' feen 
beauties, and fuch — * — (I can't help maki 
of the coarfeword) naufeous creatures! ( 
taflically abfurd in their drefs ! fo monf 
unnatural in. their paints ! their hair cut 
and curled, rbund their- faces,, and fo 
with powder, that it makes it look like 
wool ! and on their, cheeks to * their chir 
mercifully laid on a fhining red japan 

irliftens in a . mod flaming manner, fo xhi 
eem to have no refemblanceof human 
I am apt to believe, that thcvtook the fir 
of their drefs from a fair fheep newly ru 
'Tis with pleafure I recolleSed my dear 
countryrwomen: and if I was writing i 
body elfe I fhould fay that, thefe gro 
daubers give me ftill . a . higher eftecra < 
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LETTER L.. 

To Mr. T 

Paris^ Oa. 1 6. O. S. 1 71 8. 

^OU fee Vm juft to my word, in writing to 

you from Paris, where I was very much 

brpriled to meet my fitter ; I need not add, very' 
nuch pleafed. She as Iktle expefted to fee me, 
.s I her, (having not received my late letters)^ 
nd this meeting would fliine under the hand of 
le Scuderie j but. I (hall not imitate his ftyle fo 
ar, as to tell you how often wc embraced, how 
he enquired, by what odd chance I returned from 
ilonftantinople ? And I anfwered her by alking, 
iirhat adventure brought her to Paris ? To (hor- 
:en the (lory, all queftions, and anfwers, and 
exclamations, and compliments being over, we 
igreed upon running about together, and have 
ten Vcrfailles, Trianon, Marli and St. Cloud. 
We had an order for the water to play for our 
iivcrfion ; and I was followed thither by all the 
Englifh at Paris. I own, Vcrfailles appeared 
'o me rather vail than beautiful; and, after- 
having fecn the ex aft proportions of the Italian 
>uildings, I thought the irregularity of it (hock- 

The king's cabinet of antiques and medals, 
s> indeed, very richly furnilhed. Amongd 
"at colleftion, none pleafed me fo well as the 
^^theoUs of Germanicus, ou -^ \w^e. ^j^^.^'i 



the grove of JEtoph fables, tfft, M whi 
may read very amply particulamcd in f 
the French authors, that have been pj 
thefc defcriptions* Trianon, in its lift 
pie a fed me better than VerfaiJks j Mar 
tcr thun either of them, atid St. Cloud 
allj having the advantage of the Seine ri 
at the bottom of the gardens, the gre 
Cade, i^c* You may find mformation 
aforcfaid books, if you have any curie 
know the exadl number of the flatues, ai 
many feet they cafl up the water*- ^ 

We faw the king*s pictures in the magi 
houfe of the duke D^Antin, who has e1 
of preferving them tjU his Majefty is of 
There are not many, but of the beft hat 
looked with great pleafure ou tlie archai 
Raphael, where tht: fentiraents of fuperior 
arc as well exprciled as in Milton* Yoi 
forgive me, if I fay nothing of the Thui 
much finer than our Mall ; and the Coui 
agreeable than our Hyde Parke, the higl 

' giving fh:^de in the hottcft feafon. 
Louvre, I had the opportunity of fee 
king, accompanied by the Duke Regent- 
t,i//, and well itaped,tiMth';\s not the air c 

ing the crown fo mauY ^^ms ^^Xm^^i^-^.^ 



CCTTERS. nj 

iliet:. And, now I am fpcakxng of the court, 
muft fay, I faw nothing in France that dc- 
;hted me fo much, as to fee an Englifhmau 
t leaft a Briton) abfolute at Paris ; I mean 
•T. Law, who treats their dukes and peers ex- 
^OitXj de haut en has^ and i$ treated by them- 
ith the utmoft fubmiflion and refpeft. — Poor 

uls ? ^This refleftion on their abjeft fla- 

sry^ puts me in mind of .the place des viBoires t 
It I will not take ^p your time, and my own^ 
ith fuch defcriptionsj which are tOo uumer- 
15. 

t N general, I think Paris has the advantage 
Ijondon, in the neat pavement of the ftreets, 
d the regular lighting of them at nights, in 
i proportion of the ftreets the houfes being 
built of done, and mod of thofe belong- 
J to people of quality, being beautified by 
:dena. But we certainly may boaft of a town 
Tj near twice as large ; and, when I have faid 
It, I know nothing elfe we furpafe it in. I 
dl not continue here long ; if you liave any 
ng to command me during my fliort (lay, 
ite foon, and I (hall take pleafure in obeying 
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LETTER LL 
To die Abbot 



Dover J 0£V. 3I- O* 

I A M wHling to take y6ur word for it, that 
I Ihall really oblige youjbyjctting youktio^t 
as foon as poflltjlej my fafe paflage over the m* 
ter- I arrived this morning at Dover, aftet 
being toiled a whuk night in the packei-boat| ; 
in Co violent a maiiner, that the mailer, confi- 
dering the weak iicfs of his veflllj thought it pro- 
per to remove the mail, and give us notice of j 
the danger. We calJed a little fifliing-boati j 
which could hardly iniike up to us ; while ill 
the people on board us were crying to heaven.— . 
Tishnrd to innigine one's felf ip a fcene of great- ] 
er horroT^ thun on fuch an occofion : and yet, 
iliall I own it to you f though I was not at all 
vviiiing to be drowned^ I coulti not forbear being 
cnrcTtaiiied nt the double diftrefs of -a felloW- 
pallcTJgcr. She was an Euglifli bidy that I had 
nifi ^it Caliiisj who dt fticd -me to let her go over 
with nie in iny cybin. She had bought a fine 
pnii't lieiulj Vthicdi fhe was contriving to con- 
ctiv him the cull omhoufe oil; ctrs. When the 
1^ ind prew hfgh, and our Jktle veilel crdc\i€A^ 
ijie fell heartily to htr prayers, and thought 
v/ioily of her fo\]i\. N^Vvtw \t fe^med to abate, 
ihc returned to die woddX^ c^cx^ cvlV^^V^'^ 



Irefs, and addrefled herfelf to me *^ Dear 

** Madam luill you take care of this point ? if it 

'^ Jhouldbe lofi i Ah^ Lord, ive fhall all he 

** lofi ! Lord have vie* cy on my foul ! 

'* Pray Madamy take care of this head-drefsP This 
eafy trail fition from her foul to her head-drefs, 
^nd the alternate agonies that both gave her, 
fifiade it hard to determine which ilie thought 
of greatell value. But, however, the fcene was 
'iot fo diverting, but I was glad to get rid of it, 
and be thrown into the little boat, though with 
fomc hazard of breaking my neck. It brought 
*Jie fafe hither ; and I cannot help looking with 
partial eyes on my native land. 'Fhat partiality 
^48 certainly given us by Nature, to prevent 
''ambling, tlieeffc£l: of an ambitious thiril after, 
knowledge, which we are not formed to enjoy. 
^11 we get by it, is a fniitlefs defire of mixiiio; 
4e diflerent pleafures and conveniencies which 
ire given totlie diirerent par:s of the world, and 
^m^ot meet in any one ot them. After having 
'ead all that is to be found in the languages 
I am miitrefs of, and having decayed my (i^lit 
iv midnight ftudiep, I envy the eafy peace of 
nind of a ruddy milk mniJ, who, undiilurbed 
3y doubt, hears the fermon with humility, e- 
►'cry Sunday, not having confoimded the fenti- 
nents of natural duty in her head, by the vain 
nquiries of the fchools, who may be more 
learned, yet, after all, muft remain as ignorant. 
And after having feen part of Alia and Africa, 
ind almoft made the tour of Europe, 1 think 
the honeft Engliih fquire more happy, who Ver- 
ily believes the Greek wines lefs delicious than 
March beer \ that the African fruits have not 
X 
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i\) [\.\c a flavour as gold pippins ( that the Be* 
c.i li;j.u.is of Italy are not fo well tailed as a 
rump of beef ) and that, in (hort, there is do 
poii;.cl enjoyment of this life out of Old Eng- 
l.iiui. 1 pray God I may think fo fortherdl 
oi i..y life *, and| fince I mud be contented with 
()i:r 1 canty allowance of day-light, that I may 
forget the enlivening fun of Conftantinopie 

lam, &C.&C. 



LETTER LII. 

To Mr. P 

Dover, Nov. 2. O. S. 1718 

'J H AVE this minute received a letter of 
J_ yours, fcnt me from Paris. I believe and 
lioix- 1 iliall very foon fee both you and Mr. 
CoiiL^rcve y but as I am here in an inn, where 
wv! ilayto regulate our march to London bag 
;.ii(i b.i^gage, I (liall employ feme of my leifurc 
tiiiK", in anfwering that part of yours, that feems 
to require an anfwer. 

I MUST applaud your good-nature, in fup- 
pofing, that your paftoral lovers ( vulgarly called 
Ji^iy-miikcrs ) would Ivave YvN^dm^'^^\\sSfcvw^\<s\ < 



Letters. 231 

iind harmony, if the lightning had not interrup- 
ted^heir fcheme of happinefs. I fee no reafon 
to imagine, that John- Hughes and Sarah Drew 
Were, either wifer or more virtuous than their 
neighbours. That a well-fet man of twenty- 
five (hould have a fancy to marry a brown wo- 
man of eighteen, is nothing marvellous ; and 
I cannot help thinking, that, had they married, 
their lives would have pafled in the common 
track with their fellow pariftiioners. His en- 
deavouring to fhield her from a ftorhi, was a 
natural a<^ion, and what he would have certain- 
ly done for his borfe, if he had b^en in the fame 
iituation Neither am I of opinion, that their 
fudden death was a reward of their mutual vir- 
tue. Tou know the Jews were reproved for 
thinking a village deftroyed by fire more wick- 
ed than thofe that had efcaped the thunder. — 
Time and chance happen to all men. SaHce 
you' defire me. to try my fkill in an epitaph, I 
think the following lines perhaps more juft 
though not fo poetical as your's 



Here lies John Hughes^ and Sarah Drew ; 
Perhaps you*Ufayy What^s tfjottoyou ? 
Relieve me ^ friend^ much may he f aid 
Oh that poor couple y that are dead. 
On Sunday next th^ Jhould have married / 
But fee ho*w oddly things are carried I 
On Thur/day lajl it rained and lighten^ d^ 
*Thefe tender lovers fadly frighten* d^ 
Sheltered beneath the cocking hay^ 
In hopes to pafs the time atvay. 
But the BO LD THUNDER found them 0V<y 
( Comm'iffion^dfor that end no aouLt \ 
X 2i 
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Catfftgn^d ikim to the fliiiikx vfdtath^ 
B^k^ itipiwi if '^•Ei'ff/ flof iinflly dijm t 
/y?r hfiil ibry Jctti tht nrxt ytm'^ifuH^ 

HadjomtiyLmi^d ihr marriiJ^e aka'm i 

Nq^ thi'j are l^/f/jjf in f^rirJetmf 

Foa Pope has whoti upon THiift tomi 

I coNFisSj thefc fentimcnts are notakagcibct 
foheroickas yours j but I liope you wilJ forgive 
them, in favour of the tvt'o J aft lines- You fee 
how much I eftecm the honour you have dune 
them J though I am not very impatient to }mt 
the fame, and b^d rather continue to be^ yot:r 
ft up id iknng huaiblc ferv;mti thmi be ^ddfiitd 
by all the pens In Europe. 



I WOULD write to Mr. C- 



but flip* 



piifc you uill rend this to him, if he enquirei 
after me< 



LETTER- LIIL 



To Lady — 



\i 



Janunry 13. 1715-1^- 



DND, afrcr vM^ by ycur letter of yeflerdayi 
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old greafy curate. She was always high-cLurch 
in an cxceffive. degree 5 and you know, fhe ufed 
to fpcak of Sachaverel as an apoilolick faint, who 
was worthy to fit in the fame place with St. 
Paul if not a ftcp above him. It is a matter, 
however, very doubtful to me, whether it is not 
ftill more the many than the apojile^ that Mrs. 

D looks to in the prefent alliance, '/hough 

at the age of forty, (he is I affure you, very far 
from being cold and infenfible ; her fire may 
be covered with aihes,but it is not extinguiflieil. 

^Don't be deceived, my dear, by that pru- 

difh and fanftified air. Warm devotion, is 

no equivocal mark of warm paflions ; betides, 
I know it is a faft, (of which I have proofs in 
hand, which I will tell you by word of mouth) 
that our learned and holy prude is exceedingly dtf- 
pofed to ufe the means y fuppofed in. the primitive 
command, let what will come of the end. The 
curate indeed is very filthy.— Such a red, fpungy, 

warty nofe ! Such a fquint ! In fhort he is 

ugly beyond expreflion ; and, what ought na- 
turally to render him peculiarly difpleafing to 

one of Mrs. D ■ ^% conftitution and pro- 

penfities, he is (hricken in years. Nor do I 
really know how they will live. He has but 
forty-five pounds a- year — r-fhe but a trifling 
fum } fo that they are likely to feaft upon love 
and ecclefiaftical hiftory, which will be very em- 
pty food, without a proper mixture of beef and 
padding. I have however, engaged our friend, 
who is the curate's landlord, to give them a good 

leafe ; and if Mrs. D , inftead of fpending 

whole nights in reading Collier, Hicks, and vile g 
trauHsfdoas of Plato ai\d TLnv&ftVo&v h^^ ^"^ 



234 



twPtm^B 



form a refolutioDt' of 'tikitig care of hnr hou.^ 
and minding .tier dairf» tbiags may go tolerably. 
It is noflikdy tjutthcix itmler ijVifi wiilgiref 
them many iwe^ AoAat to provide for. 

I MET the lof er yscflscrdjy, go'^s^g to the ale-^ 
houfe in his* dirty; iMght-gowin with a hook uri« 
(ier his arm, to ent^^CaiO'the club i and» as Mrs, 

D was wiih mfcdt^the time, [ pointed out 

to her the charming OPeatiire : ihe bluLhied, and 
looked prim; l>iU: quoted a paffage out of Hero* 
dotus, in vrhtch k lA^faidj^h^t the Perllam wore 
long night gowna. " There is really no more ac» 
counting for the tafte iti marriage of manr of 
our fex, than there U for the appetite of yout 
neighbour Mifs S— y^ who makes fuch walte 
ot chaik and charcoal, when they fall in ha 
way. 

As marriage produces childrenj fo chtfdrea' 
pro.i'ice care and difputes -, and \rrangliiig, as 
is riiil, (at leail by old batchelors and old maids) 
is one of the sweets of the conj ugal Hate* YoUt 

tell nie that our friend Mrs* is, at lengthy 

bl nid with a Ton, and that her hufband who 
is II ^rcat philofopher, (if his own teiihnonyis 
to be depended upon) infills on her fuckliagit 
h^-nillf. You a(k. my advice on the nutter; 
an 1, to give it you frankly, I really think that 

Mr. 's demand is unreafonable^ as his witVs 

cor.lliturion is tender, and hitr ternp<:r fretful. 
A true philofopher would cootlder thefe dreum- 
{l.:>.v:.?; but a pedant is ^ilwoys throwing his 
/}':';;/]] in your face, atvd u^^Y\e?,\t i^o^siiUY to 



all thini-s, tiiries, aud ^Uce^, 'yi&Xikt.^ \^?\^ 
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ho would make a coat out of his own Jitatl, 
ithout any regard to the bulk or figure of ihc 
xfon that mult wear it. Ail thofe finc-fpun 
guments that he has drawn from nature, to 
>p your mouths, weigh I mull own to you. 
It very little with me. Tliis fame Nature is, 
deed a fpecious word, nay there is a great 
al in it, if it is properly undcrilood^and applied ; 
It I cannot bear to hear people ' ufnig it, to 
stify what common fenfe must difavow. . Js 
)t nature modified by art in many things ? 
''as it not defigned to be fo ? And is it not 
ippy for human fociety, that it is fo ? Would 
lu like to fee your hufband let his beard grow, 
itil he would be obliged to put tlie end of it 

his pocket, becaufe this beard is the gift of 
iture ? The instincls of nature point out nei- 
cr taylors nor weavers, nor mantua makers, 
)r fempsters, nor milliners ; and yet I am very 
ad that we do not run naked like the Hotten- 
ts. But, not to wander from the fubjeft.— I 
ant that nature has furnilhed • the mother 
ith milk to nourifh her child ; but I maintain, 

the fame time, that if ihe can find better milk 
fewhere, (he ought to prefer it without hcfita- 
Dn. I don't fee why (he fhould have more 
ruple to do this, than her hufband has to leave 
e clear fountain, which Nature gave him, to 
lench his thirst, for stout odlober, port, or 

aret. Indeed, if Mrs. was a buxom, 

urdy woman, who lived upon plain food, 
ok regular exercife, enjoyed, proper returns 
* rest, and was free from violent paflions, 
i^hich you and I know is not the cafe), (he 
ight he a good nurfe fox Viti ^\i!i'i. s NiMX^ -^^ 
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inat£CT& staml I do verily think, thiit tho mil 
of a goad comely cow, who feeds quietly in hri 
meHiiow, never ttcvour* ragouts, nor driius 
r^tafiA, uoc fretn at quadriliei nor fits up txll 
tljrc€ in the moraing ebted with gain, or de- 
je£ted with lofs i I do think, that the milk of 
fuch a cow, or of a nurfe that came aa west 
it as po£Bbk, would ht likely to nouriih the 
you rig fquire much better than hers. K it be 
trut', that the child fucks in the mother's paf- 
(ions with her nnlk, this ii a strong arguiiv^m 
In favCJUt of the cow, on lets you may be Ami 
that the young fquire may become a calf; bt 
how many calves ar^ there both in state atiJ 
church who have been brought up with their 
mother's mil It I 

I p tt o M t SE f a 1 th f u 1 1 y J to co m mu n tea ic to no 
mortal J the letter you wrote mc laft. — Wli;it 
you fay of two of tlie rebel lords, I beheve to be 
true i but I can do nothtug in the matter, — If 
my projects do^'t fail in the execution, I Ihall 
fee you before a month pailes. Give my fcr- 
vice to Dr. Blairkbeard. — ^He is a good man 
hut 1 nev«r faw in my life fuch a pcrfecuEiitg 
face GO vera humane an^l tender heart- I ioia- 
gine (within myfelf) that the Smithfield prieil^, 
who burned the proteftants in the time oiQiyten 
M.iry, had jull fuch faces as the iibiTtor's. iTwe 
were papiftsj I fhouid like him very much fer 
my coiifeflbr ; his fceming aufterity would give 
you and I a great reputation for fanffeityi and 
his good, indulgent hearts would be the very 
thhig dijit would tuit u^,mi\vc -a^m^^C ^omani 
and ghoiUy direiWan. 



^ 
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LETTER LIY. 
To the Abbot of 



Viennoy Jan. 2. O. S. 1717- 

I AM really almoft tired with the life of Vi- 
enna. I am not, indeed, an enemy to dif- 
Cpation and hurry, much lefs to amufement and 
pleafure ; but I cannot endure long, even plea- 
fure, when it is fettered with formality, and 
affumes the air of fyflem. Tis true, I have had 
here fome very agreeable connexions ; iind 
what will perhaps furprize you, I have particu- 
lar pleafure in my Spanilh acquaintances. Count 
Oroj^efa and General Puebla. Thcfe two no- 
blemen are much in the good graces of the em- 
peror, and yet they fcem to be brewing mifchief. 
The court of Madrid cannot refle£l,witlioiit pain 
upon the territories that were cut off from the 
Spanifh monarchy by the peace of Utrecht ; and 
it feems to be looking wiflifully out, for nu op- 
portunity of getting them back again. That i? 
a matter about which I trouble myfelf very lit- 
tle ; let the court be in the right or in tbo 
wrong, I like mightily the two counts its mi- 
niflers. I dined with them both, fome days a- 
go, at Count Wurmbrand^s, an aidiccounfellor, 
and a man of letters, who is univerfally eitcciii- 



tic art of war^ that were bound vlth ttc 
fl^itim 4iiil jamzaries - and rhi^s jclt, Vtl 
I n dcied elegant, rai ft; d a f m \\ e o f pk a f u r( 
gtiiVt coyntunanctf of tlie liimous wnrrio 
prince, who is n coiinoiilbur in the ii 
Ihcwcid me^witli particulur pleafure, the 
colktlion of portraits that formerly be L 
FoLiqueti and vvhidi ht*purchafedat an ( 
pTJie, He hki^ augmciited it with a cc 
blc number cf new acqLjiGtions | fo tLa 
lU/W in his polTtjffioiii fuch si colkftioii 
kiadyas you will l^arcciy End in any t 
Qjct^.iii Europe. If X toM you the uum 
\voulcl f.3y tltat I m;ike ;iH indifcreeturii 
ptrii iflion \q liti, u hich i& more cr Icfs 
uaiV4jUvr6| by thei'idulgcnceof the caiid 

Count Tarr^ico isjnst come in. — H 
only ptrlbn 1 have excepted this, morniu 
gCiiicraJ ordfr to leeeivc iio company.— 
1 fee^ you fmik ;^but X am not io far 
to Itaiid in th^ need of abfolution : th 
the humaii heart is dcceiiful, and thee 
ry i*^*'eealle, you may think, ilut eveti i 
ihouid not want an aLlbJution, f woukl 
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LETTER LV. 



Sept. 1. 1717. 

T#|J^TH£N* !• wrote you' hft,- Belgrade was iii 
\rV' the handst)f the Turk«5 biit, at this 
preibtit motlienty it has changed mailer^, and is 
in the H^tids of the itnperialifts. A janizary, 
Wfio, in'nifie days, and yet without any wings 
but wh^t a panick terror fcems to have furnifti- 
ed, arrived at Conffantinople frofn the army of 

thrTui*s before Belgradcrbrought Mr. W 

thto liewB of a complete v56:ory obtained by the 
impc*ialifts,* coWmairded l>y Prince Eugene, o- 
eet the Oltoiuain'troopSi It isfaicjj the prince 
has -^iftoveted great conduft and valour in 
this aftion •, artdl am particulariy gkifd that th© 
«roice of glory and duty has called him from the 

— '-^ (here feverdl nitcrds ofth mnnnfcripi are 

fffftcedi) — T wo day-s after -the battle, the town 
Ujirenciered. The confterrlation which this de- 
feat has occafioned hero, is inexpreffible ; and 
the fultafl, apprehending a revolution, from the 
refentrtient and indignation of the people, for 
m'ented by certain leaders, has begun his pre- 
caOtidrtfe, after the goodly faOiion of this blefled 
gdV^rnHient,4>y ordering fevcral perfons to be 
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ftranglcdj v^ho were the objefts of his royal 
fufplcjon- He has alfo ordered his treafurer 
to advance fomc months pajr to the jamzarieai 
which feems the lefs tieceflaiy, as their con- 
duct has been bad in thii campaigni and their 
licentious ferocity feems pretty well tamed ty 
the public contempt, 8uch of them as retura 
in ftraggluig and-f«gitive parties to the metro* 
polisj have not fpirit nor credit enough to do- 
fend themfelves from the infults of the mob i 
the very children taunt them, and the populace 
fpit in tlicir faces as tliey pafs. They refufed, 
during the battle* to lend their affiftance to fave 
the baggage aod the military clieft, which * how- 
ever, were defended by the balhaws and their 
retinue J while the janiznrits and fpahis' were 
nobly employed in plundering dieir own camp. 

You fee here, that I give you a very handsome 
return for your obliging letter. You entertain 
me with a moll agreeable account of your ami- 
able connexions with men of letters and tafte, 
and of the delicious moments you pafs in their 
fociety under the rural (hade ; and I exhibit to 
you, in return, the barbarous fpeftacle of Turks 
and Germans cutting one another's throats. 
But what can you expe£l from fuch a country 
as this, from which the mufes have fled, from 
which letters feem eteri.illy banifhed, and in 
which you fee, in private fcenes, aothing pur- 
fued as happinefs, but the refinements of an in- 
dolent voluptuoufnefs, and v/hcre thofe who aft 
upon the publick theatre, live in uncertainty, 
fufpicion, andtej:x<^? Hete^^Vt^i^Mxe^ to which 
fum no enemy," when k l^^io^^xVj In.'iFw^'c^^^^ 
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and of a good compofition, is furely of the cloy- 
ing kind. Veins of wit, elegant converfation, 
eafy commerce, are unknown among the Turks ; 
and yet they feem capable of all thefe, if the 
vile fpirit of their government did not ftifle ge- 
nius, damp cQriofity, and fupprefs an hundred 
. pafBons, that embellifh and render life agreeable. 
The lufcious paflion of the feraglio, is the only 
onealmoft that is gratified here to the full ; but 
it 18 blended fo with the furly fpirit of defpo- 
tifm in one of the parties, and with the dejeftion 
apd anxiety which this fpirit produces in the o- 
ther, that, to one of my way of thinking, it can- 
not appear otherwife than as a very mixed kind 
of enjoyment. The women here are not in- 
deed,^ to clofely confined as many have related; 
they enjoy a high degree of liberty, even in the 
bofom of fervitudc : and they have methods of 
evafion and difguife, that are very favourable to 
gallantry ; but, after all, they are ftill under un- 
cafy apprehenfions of being difcovered ; and a 
difcovery cxpofes them to the moll mereilefs 
tage of jealoufy, which ij here a monfter that 
cannot be fatiat^d but with blood. The magni- 
ficence and riches that reign in the apaftments 
of the ladies of 'faihion here, feem to be one of 
their chief pleafures, joined with their retinue of 
female flaves, whofe mufick, dancing, and drefs, 
amufe them highly ; but there is fuch an air 
of fpi-m and ftiffnefs amidft this grandeur, as hin- 
d|^s it from pleafing me at long-run, however I 
>^as dazzled with it at firft fight.' This ftifFnefs 
and formality of. manners, are pecul iar to the 
Turkifli '•ladies : for the Grecian belles are of 
quite another charafter and com^\^^v^^\ ^\Ni>. 




them, pkafure appears in more engaging formes 
and their pcrlbns, maniicrs, converration, and a- 
*muft'm€TUS, are very far from being ckditute of ^ 
elegance and cafe* — J 

I RFceiTED the newaof Mr. Adciifon*s bemg 
dccLircd fcGrctary of Jlate with the lefs furprifc, 
in that 1 kiK>w that pofl was almoft offered to 
Jiim before. At that time he declined it ; and 
I really belieye, that be would have done well to 
have declined it now. Such a pofl: as that, 2nd 
fuch a wife as the Countefsj do nor fecm to be, 
in prudence, eligible for a man that is udlimatick i 
and we may fee the day, when he will be hearti- 
ly glad to refign them both- It is wcU that he 
kid afide the thoughts of the volumioons dkti- 
oniiryj of which I have heard yon, or foroebody 
e 3 ft.', frequently make mention. But no more on 
that fubjc£l ; I would not have Ik id fo much* 
wtre I not aOured, that this letter will come (^ 
and unopened to hand, I long much to tread 
upon Eiiglifh groundj that 1 may fee yon and 
JVIr Con^revejWho render that ground f/a^isl^ 
gnijniJ J nor wilJ you refufe oirr prefent ictwtm 
tary jl part of that merit, whatever rcafons you 
may have to be diifaCTsfied with him in other ref- 
perts* You arethe direehappieft poets 1 cv^ 
heard of i — one a fecrctary of ftate, the other 
enjoying lei fure, with dignity, in two lucrative 
employments; and you, though your rdigious 
profeilion isanobftacle to court pro mod on, and 
disqualifies you from fdliog^civi] employments, 
have found the phiiqfoph«f^s Jlmi \ fnice, by msi.* 
king the Iliad pata iVitgu^K^O'Mt poetical cru- 
cibk^ into an Englltb toimj ^uW\ii\si^vTiSL»aialU 
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of its original beauty, you have drawn the gold- 
en current of Paftolus to Twickenham. 1 call 
this finding the philofopher's ftone, fince you a- 
lone found out the fecret, and no body elfe has 

got into it. A n and T 1 tried it, but 

their experiments failed 5 and they loil, if not 
their money, at least a certain portion of their 
fame in the trial while you touched the man- 
tle of the divine bard, and imbibed his fpirit. I 
hope we fliall have the Odyfley foon from your 
happy hand; and I think, I Ihall follow, with 
ffngularpleafure,the traveller Ulyfrcs,who was 
an obferver of nicn and manners, when he tra- 
vels in your harmonious numbers. I love him 
much better than the hot-headed fon of Peleus, 
who bullied his general, cried for his miilrefs, 
and fo on. It is true, the excellence of the Iliad 
does not depend upon his merit or dignity ; but 
I wi{h, never thelefs, that Homer had chofen a 
hero fomewhat lefs pettifh and lefs fantaflick : a 
perfedl hero is chimerical and unnatural, and 
confequently uninstruftive : but it is alfo true, 
that while the epick hero ought to be drawn with 
the infirmitiesthatare the lot of humanity, he 
ought never to be reprefented as extremely ab- 
fiird. But it becomes me ill to play the critic k ; 
fo that I take my leave of you for this time, and 
defire you will believe me^ with the highest ef- 
tecm*. 

Yours, &Ct 




LETTER hVL 

To tlie Countefs of — — 



IS E T out ff p^ Bologiie the moment I hait 
fiiii Qied the kiter 1 ^rote jon on Monday 
Jaft, and Oiall now contmi^ to iiiform you gt 
the thiijgs that h^vc Uruck me moft in thUex- 
curfiofi- Sad fQad£--:hilly a^nd rocky— bctwct^'i 
Bologna and Pierenznola. Between this latter 
place and Flmencej I went oat of my road to 
VI fit the monafleiry of La Trappe^ which is of 
French origin, and one of the mofl aulterc and 
uJf-denylng orders I huve met with. In diis 
gloomy retreat, it gave ipe pain to obferve the 
infatuation of men, who have devoutly reduced 
themfclves to a much worfe condition than that of 
the bea ftfs. Fol 1 y , you fee, is the lot of humanity, 
M'lietheT itarifeain the flowery paths of pleafu^re, 
or the thorny ones of an ill-judj^ed devotion. 
But of die two forts of fools ; I ^lall always 
think that the meny one has the molt. eligible 
f-itc ; and 1 cannot well fonn a notion of that 
fplritual and ecftatick joy, that is mixed with 
fighs, groans, hunger and thirst, and the other 

§ As this letter is the fupplement to a preccedinp one, 
whirh is rot come to theV\aud% o^ x\\e,e.CL\\.QT^\\.NN^% ^robab- 
// on thut account, fent wkViowl a d^i^^. "V^ l<ie.xiv% ^^^W^tvV 

Jy fo hiivc hem written 'iket L'^d^ ^A.^N .^»V ^"^e^ 'si'vs.^Vw: 

tcMcDce in Italy. 
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complicated miferies of monastlck difciplihc. It 
is a strange way of going to work forhappincfs, 
Xo excite an enmity l^tween[,foul and body, 
'whicli Nature and Providence have deflgned to 
live together in an union and friendibip, and 
vlkidi we canaot fc^arate like nian and wife, 
when they happen to difagree. The profound 
(ilencethat is enjoined upon the monks of La 
Trappe is a fingular circumftance of their un- 
fociable and unnatural difcipline ; and were 
this inji^n6lion. never to be difpenfcd with, it 
would be ne^dlcfs to vifit thcni in any otiier 
chara^er than as a colle£lion of .statues ; but 
the fup«rior of the convent -fufpended, in our 
favour, that rigorous law, and allowed one of 
the mutes to converfe with me, and anfwer a 
few difcreet questions. He told me, that the 
monks of this order in France, are still more 
austere than, thofe of Italy, as they never taste 
wine, flcfli, fifli, or eggs, but live cntir^jly upon 
vegetables* The story that is tokl of the insti- 
tution of this order, is remarkable, and is well 
attested, if my information be good. Its foun- 
der was a French nobleman, whofe name was 
Bouthillier dx: Ranee, a ma;i.of pleafure and gal- 
lantry, which were converted iuto the deepest 
^loom of devotion, by t^e following incident. 
His affairs obliged him to abfi^nt.himfelf, for 
fome time from a lady with whom he had lived 
in the mod intimate and tender conuedlions of 
fuccefsful love. At his return to Paris, he pro- 
pofed to furprife her agreeably, and, at the fame 
time,tofatisfyhisown impatient defi re of feeing 
her, by going dirc£tly and without ceremony, 
toJicr apartment hy a ^hack-&ivi> TwXiss^^V^^'^ 
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well acquainted with. — But think of tt 
taclc that prefenteS itfelf to him at his ei 
Into the chamber that had fo often b^ 
Jcciie of love's highest raptures 1 his 1 
dcad^ — dc%d of the fmall pox^ — disfigured ' 
expreflioii— a loathfome niafs of putrifiei 
ter — and the furgeoii fcparating the hea 
the body, becaufe the coffin had been hm 
fhort [ He stood for a moirient motioDk 

m;izemeiit and filled with horror^ at 

retired from i]\e worldt fivut himfdf up 
convent of La Trappe, where he parted 
mainder of his dayjs in the mojt cruel st 
confolate devotion, Let us quit this I. 

I MtJST not forget to tell pu, that, 
I came to this monastery I went to fee th< 
ing mountain near Fierenzuola, of wh 
naturalifts fpeak as . a great curiofity. 
flame it fends forth is without fmoke, 2 
fembles brandy fet on fire. The ground 
it is well cultivated, and the fire appears 
in one fpot, where there is a cavity, whc 
cumference is fmall, but in it are feven 
vices whofe depths are unknown. It 
markable, that when a piece of wood is ti 
into this cavity, though it cannot pafs th 
the crevices, yet it is confumed in a mor 
and that though the ground about it be pc 
ly cold, yet if a (lick be rubbed v/Ith an) 
againft it, it emits a flame, which, ho\ 
is neither hot nor durable, like that of th 
cano. If you defire a moice c\\c\\rc\^-a.wu 
count of this phenomenon, ;xn^\va.N^ m-^^ 
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ficietit progrefs in Italian, to read father Caraz- 
zi's defcription of it, you need not be at a lofs, 

f©r I have fcnt this defcription to Mr. F > 

and you have only to afk it from him.. After 
obferving the volcano, I fcrambled up all the 
neighbouring hills, partly on hopfcback, partly 
on foot, but could find no vestige of fire in 
any of them j though common report would 
make one believe that they ail contain volcano 
oes.. 

I HOPE you have not taken it in your head 
to €xpe6l from me a defcription of the famous 
gallery here, where I arrived on Thurliiay at 
noon : this would be requiring a volume, initead 
of a letter : bcfides, I have as yet feen but a part 
of this immenfe treafure, and I propofe employ- 
ing fome weeks more to furvey the whole. You 
Dannot imagine any fituation more agreeable than 
Florence. It lies in a fertile and fmiling valley, 
watered by the Ar4io, which runs through the 
city; and nothing can furpafs the beauty and 
magnificence of Its publick buildings, particu- 
larly the cathedral, whofe grandeur filled me 
with aftonifhment. The palaces, fquares, foun- 
tains, ilatues, bridges, do not only carry an af- 
peft full of elegance and greatnefs, but difcovor 
a t^fle quite different, in kind, from- that which 
reigns in the publick edifices in other countries. 
The morel fee of Italy, the more I arti perfuad- 
ed the Italians hafve a ftyle (if I may ufe that ex- 
preffion) in every thing, which diftinguiihes 
them almoft eflentially from all other Europeans. 

Where they have got it, whether from na- 

iural gemus, or «ncit:ut imiutiotv ^ud vaKeti- 
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tancC| T fhall not examine. 5 but tlie h£k is cd 
tain, I have been but otie day in the galleryJl 
that antiaziog repofitory of the mo ft precious re-l 
mains of antiquity^ and which alone is fyfEcient ' 
to immortalize the illiifhrious houfe of MedicJii 
by whom it wzs buik, and enriched as we mm 
fee it. I was fo impatient to fee the famoci 
Venus Medicia, that I went haftily through fit 
apartmentSi in order to get a fight of this divine 
figure, purpofingj when I had fatisfied this ar- 
dent curiofiry, to return and view the reft at 
leifure Asl, indeedj paffed through the great 
room which contains- the ancient (latucs, I 
was flopped ibort at viewing the Antinoos, 
which they have placed near that of Adrian, 
to revive the rcmcmbrafice of their prepofterous 
loves; which I fuppofe the Florentines ratlier 
look upon as an obje^fl of envy than of horror 
and difguft. This Aatue, like that of the Venus 
de Medic is, fpurns defer iption : fuch Egyres 
my tyt$ never beheld.— I ean now nnderiland 
that Ovid's comparing a fine woman to a fta- , 
tue, which 1 formerly thought a very difobliginf, 
fmiilitude, w£s the niceft and higheft piece ^ 
flattery. 1 he Antinous is entirely naked ; all 
its parts arc bigger than nature ; but the whole 
taken together, and the fine attitude of the figure, 
carry fuch an exprcfiion of eafe, elegance and 
grace, as lio words can defcribe. When I faw 
the Venus I was rapt in wonder, — and I could 
not help calling a thought back upon Antincus. 
They ouglit to be placed together ; they are wor- 
thy of each other. — If marble could fee and feeU 
the feparation might be prudent, — if it could on- 
^/y^'O ft would. ceium\^ \o^c \x^ c.o^^v-cw^l'i^ •^^j.d. 
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am to feel, and in fuch a cafe, the charms of 
tefe two figures would produce an eSc£i quite 
ipoiite to that of the Gorgon's -head^ which 
^med flefli into done. Did I pretend to def- 
ibc to. you the Venus, it would only fet 
lur imagination at work to form ideas of hec 
^re ; and your ideas would no more refemble 
lat figure, than the Portuguefe face of Mifs 

' , who has enchanted our knight, rcfem- 

£8 the fweet and graceful countenance of lady 
— , his former flame. The defcription of a 
ice or figure is a needlefs thing, as it never 
)nYeys a true idea ; it only gratifies the ima- 
iiation with a fantalibick one, until the real 
le is feen. So, my dear, if you have a mind 
form a true notion of the divine forms and 
atures of the Venus and Antinous, come to 
brence. 

I ^vouLD be glad to oblige you and your friend 
srtue, by executing your commiffion with re- 
cft to the iketcbes of Raphael's cartoons at 
impton-court ; but I cannot do it to my fatis- 
Elion« I have, indeed, feen, in the grand 
ke's coUeftion, four pieces, in which that 
Miderful artist had thrown freely from his 
ncil, the first thoughts and rude lines of fome 
thefe compofitions ; and, as the first thoughts 
a great genius are precious, thefe pieces at- 
i£led my curiqfity in a particular manner 5 but, 
xen I went to examine them clofely, I found 
sm fo damaged and effaced, that they did 
t at all anfwer my cxpeftation. Whether this. 
owing to negligence or envy, I cannot fayj; 
ucation the latter becaufc 'u^ \\o\ax\Q\x%>^'^ 
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Bolognaj where the greatest part of the p 
in frefco on the walls of the convenl 
Michael in Bofco, done by thfe Carra< 
Guido Rhcn'>, have been ruined by the { 
who, after having copied feme of ih 
heads, fcrapped them almost entirely o 
nails. Thus you fee, nothing, is exem: 
human malignity. 

The word maltgnity, and a paifage 
letter, call to my mind tlie wicked wafp o 
kenham ; hiij lies affecl me now no mor 
will be all as much defpifed as the ftor; 
feraglto and the handkerchief, of whic 
perfuaded he was the only inventor. Tl 
has a malignant anr ungenerous heart ; 
is bafe enough to alTume the maflc of a r 
in order to decry hum^n nature j and t< 
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•elf. My mind is at prefent tolerably quiet ; if 
it were a« dead to fin as it is to certain connec- 
tions, I Ihould be a great faint. Adieu, my 
dear Madam. 

Yours, very afFeflionately, &c. 



LETTER LVIL 
To Mr. P . 



1H AVE been running about Paris at a (Irangc 
rate with my fifter, and ftrange fights have 
wc feen. They are, at leaft, ftrange fights to 
Aic; for after having been accuftomed to the 
gravity of the Turks,.! c;;n fcarce look with an 
Cafy and familiar afpeft at the levity and agility 
of the airy phantoms that arc dancing*about me 
here \ and I often tliink that I am at a puppet 
ftow, amidft the reprefentations of real life. I 
ftarc prodigioufly, but no body remarks it, for 
every body ftares here ; ilaring is a-la-mode — 
there is a ftare of attention and intereiy a ftare 
of curiofity, a ftare of expeftation, a ftare of 
furprize ; and it will greatly amufe you, to fee 
what trifling objefts excite all this ftaring. This 
ftarxng would have rather a folemn kind of air, 
were it not alleviated by griuing •, for at the end 
of a ftare, there comes always a grin 5 and very 
commonly, the entrance of 2l ^etvx\cvcv3ix\ ort Wc^- 
into SL room, is accorapamed VwVv ^ \JJ^^^> ^\i^^ 
Z 



i^ difignedi to exprefs complacence and focial 
pleaftire, but really ihowa nothing more than a 
certain contortion of mufckSj that muft make 
n ilr^ngtr bygh really as they laugh arti£ciaiJ|* 
The French gtin is ecjually .remote from the 
cheerful fercnityof a fmik,anclthe cordial miiili 
of an honeil, Engliili horfe- laugh, I (hall not, 
perhaps, ilay here long enough to form a Jaft 
idea of French manners and cbaraifteirs, though 
this^ I believe^ would require but little iludy, 
as there is no great depth in either- It appcarsi 
on a fuperficia! view, to be a frivolous, reflJcfsj 
and agreeable people- The abbot is my guide, 
and I could not eafily light upon a better 5 he 
tells me, that here the women form the charac- 
ter of the men ; and I am convinced in As 
perfuailon of this, by every company into which 
I enter* There feenis, here, to be no interme- 
diate Itatc between infancy and manhood ; fofj 
^s foon as the boy has quit bis lcading-ftrjiig% 
he is fet agog in the world j the ladies arc hi$ 
tutors, they make the firft imprelEons, which 
generally remain, and they render the men ri^ 
diculous, by the imitation of their humours and 
grac*:s ^ fo that dignity in mannersj is a rare 
thing here before the ^ige of fixty. Docs not 
khig David fay fome where, that man ivalketh 
in a vain Jhow P I think he does ; and I am furc 
this is peculiarly true of the Frenchman. — but he 

L walks merrily, and feems to enjoy the vifion; 
and may he not therefore be efteemed more 
happy than many of our folid thinkers, whofe 
b}ovvs are furrowed by deep refleftion, and 
V'^hofc wiTclom is fo often dotVved 'with a misty 

' MUink ofipleen and v^ipouis^ 
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What delights me most here^ is a view of the 
magnificence, often accompanied with taste, that 
reigns in the king's palarces and gardens ; for 
tho* I don't admire much the architedlure, in 
which there is great inrfcgularity and <vant of 
proportion, yet the statues, paintings, and other 
decorations afford me high entertainment. One 
of the pieces of antiquity that struck me most in 
the gardens of Verfailles, was the famous Colo- 
flean statue of Jupiter, the workmanfhip of My- 
ron, which Mark Anthony carried away from 
Samos, and Augustus ohrdered to be placed in the 
capitol. It is of Parian marble j and, though 
it has fuffered in the ruin of time, it still prc- 
fenres striding lines of mrajcgty. But furely, if 
marble could feel the god Would frown witli a 
generous indignation, to fee himfelf tranfportfd 
from the capitol int0 a' FfCTTcIt garden ; and, af- 
ter having received the homage of the Roman 
empetorsi who laft^tlifcir Ijotefe at kr^fcet wFVen 
the;^ returned from iktit conqnestsi to beliold 
riof^ nothings but frizrled bfeaas paffing by him 
t^ith ihdiffcrerice. 

T'pfeopoSE fefttmg out foon from this place, fo 
that you are to exped no more letters from this 
fide 6f the Svater ; befides I am hurried to death, 
and tUy htzd fwirfis with that ^ast variety of ob- 
jefts. which I am obliged to view with fuch rap^ 
dity^ the fiiortnfcfs of my time not allowing me 
to examine them at my leifure. There is here 
an exceflive prodigality of ornafwents and de- 
corations, that is juft the oppofite extreme to 
what appears ifn our royat gardens •, this prodiga.- 
lity is owin^ to tht kV\t^ tj^yv^ vttwsv^-^^Ns:.^ < 



tlic French taftc, vi^Iuch aWays pants after fomc- 
thing new, and thus heaps ornament upnoN 
nament withoyt end or meafttrc. It is timej 
however, that 1 Ihoultl put an ctad to my lettcti 
fo I wiih jCHi good night. 

And am, && 
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To.Coimt — 

^ranjiatti from th§ Frtnch* 

I AM ehartncd, Sir, with your obliging letter^ 
and yoo may perceive, by the largenefs of nay 
paper, that I intend to give pun£tual anfwers to 
all your queftions, at leaft if my French will per- 
mit me 5 for, as it is a langua^re I do not uDder^ 
itaufl to perfeftion, fo I much fear, that for want 
c^ cxprelTiona, I fhali be ijuickly obliged to finilh* 
Kte-p in mtnd therefore that I am writing in a 
foreign language *, and be fure to attribute all 
the im pertinencies and triflings dropping from 
my pen, to the want of proper words for de- 
claring my thoughts, btitby no means to dElnef% 
or natural levity* 

These conditions be" n^tW^-^^ced and fet- 
tkd^ I begin with teVAng ^Q\i^ \]tv^H. ^^^W^:^ 
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fXie notion of the alcoran. concerning which the 
3reek priests (who are the greatest fcouncirels 
n the univerfe) have invented, out of their own 
leads, a thoufand ridiculous ftories, in order 
:o decry the law of Mahomet ; to run It 
Aown, I fay, without examination, or fo 
much as letting the people read it ; beinp; afraid, 
that, if once they began to fift the defefts of 
the alcotan, they might not stop there, but pro- 
ceed to make ufe of their judgement about their 
own legends and fictions. • In efte£l, there is 
nothing fo like as the fables of the Greeks and 
of the Mahometans ; and the last have multi- 
tudes of faints, at Whoife tombs miraclbs are by 
them faid to bfe daily perforrtied ; nor are the ac- 
counts of the lives of thofc bleiTed riiufTulmans 
mtfch lefs ftuffed with' extravagancies, than the 
fpjritual Totiianeeof the Greek papas. 

A'stOyoiir- next erj^uiry, I aflbi'e yOu, 'tis 
certainty faife,* thodgH commortly believed in 
OUT parts of'the World, that Mahoniet excludes 
wbrniien frorti any (hafe in a future happy (late. 

He was too much a gentleman, and loved the 
fair fex tbo well, t6 ufe them fo barbaroufly. 
Oft thfe contrary, he promifes a very fine para- 
dife to the Tiirkifh women. He fAys, indeed, 
that this paradife will be a feparatc place from 
that of their hufbands ; but 1 fancy the mod 
part of them won't like it the worfe for that; 
and that the regret of this feparatioh will not 
render their paradife the lefs agreeable. It re- 
mains to tell you, that the virtues which Ma- 
homet requires of the women, to merit the en* 
joynient of future happincfs, are, not to live vv\ 
fucb a manner aB to become ufe\efe\o ^^ ^v^reA. 
7. o 
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I KNOW not what your thoughts may he, con- 
cerning a doctrine fo extraordinary with refpetl 
to us *, but I can truly inform you, Sir, that the 
Turks are not fo ignorant as we fancy them to 
be, in matters of politicks, or philofophy, or e- 
vcn of gallantry. 'Tis true, that military difcip- 
liiic, fuch as now pradifed in Chriilendom, 

* docs not mistily fuit them. A long peace has 
plunged them into an univerfal lloth. Content 
with their condition, and accuflomed to bound- 
Jcfs luxury, they are become great enemies to 

uil /uanner of fau^ue^, liu\.> to xc^-^sT^^ •^xxvs.v.is 



but to employ themfelvcs, as niuch as pof* 
hie, in making Httle muCuhnans. The virgins, 
who die virginSj and the widows who marry 
not aguin, dying in mortal fni> are excluded out 
of paradife : For women, fays he, not being c-v 
pable to manage the affiaks of flate, nor to fup* 
port the fatigues of war, God has not ordcicd 
thrm to govern or reform the world: bm he 
has entrufted them with an ofTice which is not ■ 
kfshonQurable ; even that of multiplying th« I 
human race : and fuch as, out of malice or la- 
zinefsi do not make it their buGnefs to hear or 
to breed children, fulfil not the duty of their vor 
cation, and rebel againit the commaiads of God* 
Here are maxims for yoy, prodigiouily contrarj* | 
to thofe of your convents. What wilT become ' 
of your 8t» Cathatinessyour St, Therafas, your 
tSt, Claras, and the whole bead-roli of your hol^ 
virgins and vt^idowsj who, if they arc fo k 
judged by this fyftem of virtue, will be found 
to have been infamous creatures, that pafled thdr 
whole lives in raeft abominable iibertiniiin I 
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tlie fciences flourish among them. The efF>:n«- 
dis (that is to fay, the learned) do very well dc- 
fcrve this name : They have no more faith in 
the infpiration of^Mahomet than in the infallibi- 
lity of the pope. They make a frank profelTion 
of dcifm among thcmfelves, or to tliofe they 
can tiftift, and never fpeak of th«ir law but as a 
politick inftitution, fit now to be obferved by 
wife men, however at firft introduced by politi- 
cians and enthufiafts. . 

If I remember right, I think I have told you^ 
in fome former letter, that, at Belgrade, we 
lodged with a great and rich cflfendi, a man of 
■wit and learning, and of a very agreeable hu- 
mour. We were in his houfe about a month, 
axid he didconftantly eat with us, drinking wine 
without any fcruple. As I rallied him • a little 
on this fubjeft, he anfwcred me, fmiling, that all 
creatures in the world wer^ made for the plea- 
fure of man ; and that God would not have let 
the vine grow, were it a (in to tafte of its juice ; 
but, that, never thelefs, the law, . which forbids 
the ufe of it to the vulgar, was very wife, be- 
c;iufe fuch fort of folks have not fenfe enough 
to take it with moderation. This effendi appear- 
ed no ftranger to the parties that prevail among 
us : Nay, he feemed to have fome knowledge 
of our religious difputes, and even of you, 
writers 5 and I was furprized to hear him aflc, 
among other things, how Mr..Toland did ? 

My paper, hrge as it is, draws towards an 
end. That. I may not go beyond' its limits, I 
muft leap from religions to t>3A\^%^ ^cyw:.t.Tws\?^ 



iLiaiJii^cis liv'iii (til «.«juiJLiica %Ji. liic; 

They have fo often intermarried, that i 
fcveral races of people, the oddcft ir 
There is not one fingle family of na 
can value irfelf on being unmixed, 
(jiiently fee a perfon whofe father w; 
Grecian, the mother an Italian, the gi 
a Frenchman, the grandmother an J 
and their anceitors, Engliih, Mufcovi 
tics, &c. . 

This mixture produces creatures m 
ordinary than yoil can imagine ; nor ( 
ver doubt, but there. were feveral dilR 
cies of men ; fince the whites, thd v 
the long-haired blacks; the fmall-eye 
and Ghinefe, the beardlefs Brafilians 
name no more) the oily-flcinntd yelL 
Zemblians, have a& fpccifidk differcri< 
the fame Kenei^l kind, as greyhounds 
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fudden, he is feized with a fit of Englifli thought-^ 
fulnefs, bordering a little upon dulnefs, which' 
many of us have inherited fronv the ftupidityof ' 
our Saxon progenitors. But the family which 
charms me nroft, is that which proceeds froth 
the fantaltical conjunflion of a Dutch male with 
a Greek female. As thefe are natures oppofite 
in extremes, 'tis a pleafure to obferve how the 
differing atoms are perpetually jarring, together 
in the children, even fo as to produce efFefts vi- 
fible in their external form. They have the large 
black eyes of the country, with ^the fat, white, 
fifhy flefh of Holland, and a lively air> ftreaked 
with dulnefs. At one and the fame time, they 
fliow that love of expenGvenefs, fo univerfal a- 
mong the Greeks, and an inclination to the 
Dutch frugality. To give an example .of this : 
Young women ruin themfelves^ to purchafe 
jewels for adorning their heads, while they have 
not the heart- to buy new (hoes, or rather flip- 
pers, for their feet, which are commonly in a tat- 
tered condition ; a thing fo contrary to the tafte 
of our Englifh women, that it is for (bowing how 
neatly their feet arc drefled, and for fhowing this 
only, they are fo paflionately enamoured witli 
their hoop petticoats. I have abundance of o- 
ther fingularities to communicate to you ; but 
I am at the end, both of my French and my pa- 
gcr». 




Mcfifieiir dc k RocHtFot'CADtT** Maxim- 
' ** Thdi mrrrriif^i iififkttimescAtivemtnt^hktni* 

IT Tti^y be tfi«t3f;!rt a pi-^uTtfpttidtrs attempt ifi 
mc, to c6iltrovett i matiifi advancetf by fuch 
a celebrated gentiis, as MGnfieur RoeJtcfouciOH, 
atrd received with fuch impficlt Mih by 3 n^ 
tJoh *1iich b&^fls erf fupedbr ptflh^rtefs 16 tftt 
reft of the Itotid, ^r(d whicFii for a Iwig tide 
paflr, h^ f rrfcribcd the rUleS of gg(!!ariffvtoaiL 
Earope. ' ' * ll^l 

79 1 v.p ll T H E L E s s, protnpted by tffat at-- 
dour ^'iiicit tfy^xH mft^tsfj I ilarr to mtrintaiii 
the eonti^arfi nnd refolvttcty \f\T\% t^at tbeJt 
nrc fome marrLig^s forlrtd by lo^^t^ irFiieh nray 
bt delight fill J li'Tiere tfie alffetlions are fmpii'' 
tluvkk, tTatute luis pf^^ftitted ti6 i?f hh ' plcSf- 
fures fuitfible to tjxlt fp^des ; an(f we need dtt*^ 
Jy to follow her miptifft, refified by taffe, atni 
exiiltcd by a lively and agreeable imaginslibPi 
in Older tft attaih th^ rrjoff perft€t felicity rf 
M'liich IriitfiafiT nature h fiifc^pttWe* Ambitloni 
avnricej vanify, \*lieii enjoyed in the moft et- 
cjujnit; pcrie^lion, can yield but trifling and 
tanelefs pleafures, which will be too inconfi^^ 
3.hle to afTed a mind of delicate fenGbility, -H 
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many fleps neceflary to arrive at felicity, which 
we can never attain, being obliged to fet bounds 
u> our deiires, and being only gratified with 
fome of her frivolous favours which are nothing* 
more than the torments of life, when they 
are confidercd as the neceflary means to acquire 
3r preferve a more exquifite felicity. 

This felicity confifts alone in friendfliip, 
founded on mutual edeem, fixed by gratitude^ 
fuppqrted by inclination, ami animated by the 
tender folicitudes of love, whom tlie ancients 
i)ave admirably defcribed under the appearance 
of a beautiful infant. It is pleafed with in- 
fantine amufements ; it is delicate and affec- 
tionate, incapable of mifchief, delighted with 
trifles : itspleafures are gentle aud innocent* 

They have given a very different reprefen- 
tation of another paiBon, too grofs to- he naen- 
tioned, but of which alone men, in gene- 
ral, are fufceptibJe, This they have defcri- 
bed under the figure of a fatyr, who has more 
of the brute than of the man in his compofition. 
By this fabulous animal, they have exprcfTed a 
paffion, which is the real foundation of all the 
iine exploits of modifli gaUantry, and which 
only endeavours to glut its appetite with the 
poffefTion of the objeS: which is moft lovely in 
its eftimation : A paffion founded in injuflice, 
fupported by deceit, and attended by crimes, re« 
morfe, jealoufy, and contempt Can fuch an 
affe£) ion be delightful to a virtuous m.\nd ^. — 
NevertheJeffi, fuch is the 4e\\^\i>A •aXxecw^xsx 
w slU iilicit cng4geaisnts \ t^^Bt^ 'i^^ Oc^^s^^ 



renounced virtuej without being at>i€ 
vice agreeable. 

It isimpoflible to tafte the delights 
perfeftion, but in a well aflbrted man 
thing betrays fuch a narrownefs of n 
be governed by words. What thou^ 
for which good reafons may be afli 
made the words hu/band and wife foil 
diculous ? A hufband in common a( 
fignifies a jealous brute, a furly tyra; 
belt, a weak fool, who may J>e ma 
licve any thing. A wife is a donoe 
magaTit, who is destined to deceive o 
tlic poor devil of « a hufband. The c 
married people, in general, fufficientl 
tlicfc two charad^ers. 
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by what price or by what* means, their umon is 
accomplifhed ? Where love is real, and well 
founded, it is impoflible to be happy but in 
the quiet enjoyment of the beloved object and 
the price at which it is obtained, does not lessen 
the vivacity and delights of a pafBon, fuch as 
my imagination conceives. If I was inclined to 
romance, I would not pifture images of true 
liappinefs in Arcadia. I am not prudish enough 
to confine the delicacy" of afiedlion to wifhes 
only. I wbuld open my romance with the 
marriage of a couple united by femiment, taste 
and incliniatioii. Can we conceive a higher fe- 
licity, then the blending of their interests and 
lives in f^ch an union ? The lover has the 
pleafore of giving his miftrefs the laft testimony 
of eileem and confidence ; and {lie,*in return, 
commits her peace and liberty to his prote£lion. 
Can they exchange more dear and affeflionate 
pledges? Is it not natural to give "tbe^moit in- 
conteilible proofs of that tenderiiefs vi?Hi which 
our minds are imprefled ? ^I am fenfiblc, tL*^ 
fome are fo nice as to maintain^ that the plea- 
fures of love are dfcriyed firotti ihc dangers and 
difficulties with ^hich it is attended ; they 
very pertly obferve, that a role, would not be a 
rofe, without thorns. There are a thoufand in* 
Cpid remarks of tl& fort, which make fo little 
impreffion on me, tliat I am perfuadcd, was I, a 
lover, the dread of injuring my miftrefs would 
make mc unhappy, it the chjoyinent Qf her was 
attended with danger to 'heffelf 

Two married lovers lead very different lives : 
they have the pleafurc to pafs their time in a 
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fucccflivc Intcrtourfc of mutual obligsltioQs aild 
marks of benevolence j and they have the delight 
to find, that each forms the cnrire happinefs pf 
the bclDved objc£V* Herein confjfts perfect 
fclicky. The moft trival concerns of acono 
my become noble and elegant^ when they arc 
exalted by femimenxs of a^e^ntion. To f umifc 
an apartment, is not barely to furnifli an apar^ 
ment ; it b a place where I expe£t my lover i 
to prepare a fupper, is not merely giving orden 
to my cook i it m an amufcment to regale the 
object I doat on* In this light, a woman con- 
fiders thefe ueceflary occupations as more lively' 
and afFetllng pleafiircs: than thofe gaudy fights 
which amufe the greater part of the fex, who 
are incapable of true enjoyment. 

A FIXED and affectionate attachment My 
ens every emotion of the foul, and renders t- 
vcry nbjc£l agreeable which prefents itfelf to the 
happy lovcr^ (I mean one wKo is miTtlcd to his 
mijstrefs). If he exercifes any' employ mentj the 
fatigues of thecamp^the trpubles of the court, aJl 
become agreeable, wheri he, re lie dlsj tliat he eft- 
dureii thefe inconvenlcncies to ferye the objefidf 
his ail"e£lio?is- If fortune is favouraUe to Wmi 
(for ruccefedoei not depehdron", merit) all IWJ 
adv:mtages it procures, arc' To many tnbiit'^S/n, 
which he thinks dut: tothe chhrms' of the WeJ*] 
1 y f u i r J a n d i u grat if y m^ th is a mt>it ion 3 He fceli 
a mure lively pleafure, and tnore worthy of aJi 
honcll man, than that of raifmghis fortune and 
guniing public applaufe. He enjoys glory, titles, 
and lichcs no Tatther than ^^tV\e-«^ t^i^-sxci her Ke 
lo res j and when heattraeta tte^^^xoV^ - '- -^ -^- 
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feuatc, the applaufe of aa army, or the commen- 
dation of hh princeji it is her praifes which uiti- 
niately flatter him. 

In a reverC? of fortuhc>h? has the confolation ' 
of retiring to one who is aflfefted by his dif- 
grace *, and locked in- her exn^races, he has the 
fatiafaJ^ion of giving utterance to the foltowiog 
tender refle£lions : " My happinefs does not 
" depend on the caprice of fortune ; I have a 
" conftant. afylum. agairift inquietude. Your 
" cfteem renders me irifenfible of the injuftice of 
<* a court, or the ingratitude of a mafter; and my 
*' lofles afford me a . kind of pleafurCj fmce they 
^ furnifli me with- frefli proofs of y6ur virtue 
** and affection. Of what ufe is grandeur to 
*« thofe who are already happy ? We have no 
«< need of flatterers, we want no equipages, 
«* I reigri in your affections, and I enjoy 
'^ every delight i» the ppffeffioxi' of your per- 
"■ fan," ' 

In fhort there is nofituation iri which melan- 
choly may not be affuagcd by the company of the 
beloved ODJe£l. Sicknefs itfelf is not without its 
alleviation, when we have the pleafure of being 
attended by her we love. • I (hould never con- 
clude, if I attempted to give a detail of all the 
dieligbts of an attachment, wherein we meet With 
every thing which can flatter the fenfes with 
the most lively and diffufive rapturel. But I 
must not omit takmg notice of the pleafure of 
beholding the lovely pledges of a tender friend- 
(hip daily growing up>, and of anf(ufipg ourfelves 
according to our diffcTcnt feies>.l\\Atwuxxx5^, 




when he beheld the work of bis hao 
that all was good. 

Speaking of Mofes, I cannot for 
ing, that the primitive plan of felici 
furpafles all others } and I cannot for 
paradifcj more like a paradife, than 
which our firft parents were .placed : 
of fliort duration^ becaufe they wer 
ed, with the world ; and it is for tl 
fon .that fo few love-matches prove I 
was like a filly child, and Adam w: 
enlightened. When fuch people 
ther, there being amorous, is to : 
for their afiedlions must neceiTarily bi 
In the tranfports of their love, they 
natural ideas of each other. The 
his mistrefs an an j^el, becaufe (he is 
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lies npacc ; and they are convinced, that they 
St hate each other, becaufe they arc mar- 
1. Their fiYiallcst d^efefts fwcll in each 
ers view; and they 'grow blind^ to thofc 
rms, which in any bther objeft, would af- 
b them. A commerce founded merely on 
fation, can be attended with no other con- 
uences. •' 

\ MAN, when he marries the objeft of. hisaf- 
tions, Hiould forget that (he appears to him a- 
able, arid Oiould confider her ijiertly as a 
rtal, fubi^ft to diibrders, caprice, ^nd ill tem- 
; he fliould arm himfdf with fortitude to 
r the lofs of her beauty, and fliould provide 
ifelf with a fund of compljiifancc, which is 
uiCte to fupporr 9 jconftant intercbprfe with 
irfon,^ eypri of il}C highest understanding and 
greateft eqaajaiinityl ''The -vwife on the 
er hand, Oiould iiot expedV ^'continued courfe 
adulation and obedience ; fhe (hould difpofe 
felf to obey, in her turri> with a good grace, 
;ience very difficult to atjtain, and confe- 
ntly the more eftioiable in the opinion of a 
n who is fen£bl^ of the merit. She fliouId 
eavour to revive the charms 5f the mistrefs, 
he £blidity and good fenfe of the friend* 

?7'hen a fair whb cntcrtaih fuch rational 
timehts, are united by ihdiflbluble bonds, all 
ure fmiles upon them, and the nioft com- 
ti objcfts appear delightful. In my opinion, 
4 a life is infinitely mpfc happy' and . more 
jptuous than the jmoft favifhjug.and be^st re* 
itcd gallantry. '■'•'-• 

A3 



A WOMAN, who b capable of r^fleftion, cm 
consider a galJant in no other light than that of 
a fcducer, who would take the advantage of her 
Wcakijefsj to procure a momentary pleafurCj at 
the expcnce of her glory, her peace, her hon- 
our, aodjjerliaps her life. A highwayman who 
claps a piltol to your breafl to rob you of your 
purfc, is lefs diHioneft and kfs guilty i and I 
haie To good ao opinion of myfclf,. as to belierc 
that if 1 was a man I ftould be as capable of 
afTuming the charaOer of an ailiflin, as that of 
defiling an hone ft woman, eftcemed in the worU, 
and happy in her huiband, by iiifpiring her 
with a paffion, to which Qie muJl facrificc her 
honour J her tranquillity* arxd her virtue- 

Shoulp I make her defpicablc, who appcars^ 
amiable in mine eyes ? Should I rejv^ird her 
tcodernefs, by making her abhorred by her fa-^ 
milvj by rendering her, children indifferent iCh 
her, and her huiband deteilibfe ? I believe thae 
lliefe reflections would have appeared to me ia 
as ftrong a light,^ if my Jfex had not rendered 
theih excufable in ftich cafes ; and I hope, rhat 
I (hould hare had more fenfe, than to imagine 
vice the lefs vicioui, becaufi it i& the fafliibn. 

N. B. I AM well pleafed with the Tiirkiffi 
manners : a people though ignorant, yet, in my 
judgement extremely polite^ A gallant, coa- 
vi£led of having debauched a married woman, 
is regarded as a pernicious beingj and held 
in the fame abhorrence as a proilitute with 
us. He is certain of never making his fortune 
und they would deem \\. tc^xv^-^lous to confer 
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any eonfiderable employment on a man fulpefted 
of having committed fuch an enormous injullice. 

What would thefc moral people think of 
oiur anti-kntghtS'-errant, who are ever in pur- 
fuit of adventures to reduce innocent virgins 
to diftrefsj and to rob vktuous women of their 
honour J who regard beauty, youth,, rank, nay 
irirtuc itfclf, as fo many incentives, which en- 
flame their deiired, and render their efibrts more 
Kigcrj and whoj priding' themfelvcsJn thq glory 
of appearing expert feducers, forget, that, with 
all their . endeavours, they can • only acquire 
tlie fccond rank in that noble order, the de- 
vil having long fince been in poflei&an of the 
firft? 

OiTR (mrbarous manners are fo well calculated 
for the establifhmentof vice'and wretchednefs, 
which are ever infeparable, that it requires a 
degree of understiandiilg and fenfibiiity, infinite* 
ly above the common, to* relifh the felicity of 
a marriage fuch as I have defcribed.. Nature 
is f6 weak, and fo prone to change^ that it is 
difficult to maintaiii the beftngrounded. constan- 
cy, in the midst of thofe diiBpaJtions, which 
our ridiculous customs hstve' rendered unavoid* 
able. 

It mud pain an amorous hufband, to fee his 
wife take all the faHiionable liberties ; it feems 
harfh not to allow them; and, to be conformable, 
he is reduced -to the ncceffity of letting every 
one take them that will^ to hear her impart 
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tlie chaymrof lier tin«lerftftmURg to all thcworM^^ 
toiec be? dii'i^hy her bofom at nocn day, to* 
behold hev bedeck herfelf for the ball, and for 
ih^ ^b^, oBilatti^O aclioufdnd and a thoulbnii 
aiortfis, aiid Hftpa to tht iiifipiii flattery of a 
ttoufand ^od a tht^^artd cpxcombs. Is it pof- 
fihle t» piwfonrc aa ^ftecm fc^r fach a crea- 
ture ?-or^ at kafi, mufl not ^er value he great- 
JjdiminifhcfJ by fuch a commerce ? 

'I itt0ST ftiil ri;fonto slie maxit^f of flue Eall^ 
v/hcrethc moft beautiful women are content to 
confine the power of ihor charnas to him who 
h%n a light to enjoy them i and they arc too Eb- 
cerc, not to confi^fs, that they think thecifdves 
Capable fi£exi:iting dcGre^. , , 

1 RECOLLECT ^ converllition that I had with 
rt LmIv of great quaiity at Con fl and nqple ^ (the 
fTjOit anibbic woioEH I ever knew in fny life, and 
wiih whom J afterwards contrafl^d dbe ^Icfeft 
irii-ndthip)- - She fr^njcly acknowJedged, that 
(lie w^ia fatisfied with her hufband. What li*- 
bettincrij fiiii flae^ you Chrittiati' ladies arc ! You 
7i\c permitted to. receife vifils from as many mai 
ns you tli'mk pHipaS|i.and yoyr laws »Jiw you 
1 1 le i: n 1 i mite A life c f love i af* d win<?* I aflfu red 
her J that ihc was. Wrong iitforiiiedj and that ij 
\v:is criminal to liftcn to^ or to love, any otki|; 
rh;in our hufbaiids, *« Your hufbands are great; 
*' fool 5 J 01 e replied fmiling, to be cotitent with (o 
«* precarious a fidelity. Your necks, yoyr eycs^ 
« your hands, yonrconverfatiaa, axe all for the 
<^ pii^''Hck,a:!nd what do you pretend \q jcfen't 
"for tliem ? EaTdoum^^mY ^r^tty fultana^ Qxc 
^f ijjdcd embracing me J lYvu\c ^ MtsTa^vtw^iSiffiaqa 
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*« clination to believe all that you tell me, but 
** you would impofq impof&bilities upon me. 
" I know the filtninefs of the infidels ; I per- 
" ceive that you arc afliamed, and I will fay no 
« more." 

I FOUND fo much good fenfe and propriety in 
what fhe faid, that; I knew not how to contra- 
dift her ; and, at length, I acknowledged, that 
(he had reafon to prefer the Mahometan man- 
ners to our ridiculous cuftoms^ which form a 
confufed medley of the rigid maxims of Chrifti- 
anity, with all the libertinifm of the Spartans : 
-And, notwithstanding bur a^furd manners, I 
am perfuaded that a woman who is determined 
to place her happinefs in her hufband^s affec- 
tions, fhduld abandon the extravagant defire of 
engaging publick adoration ; and that a buiband> 
who tenderly loves his wife, 'fliould in his turn, 
give up the reputation of being a gallant. You 
find that I am fuppofing a very extraordinary 
pair: it is. not very furprizing, therefore, that 
fu£h an union fhould be uncommon in thofe 
countries, where it is rcq^uifitc to conform to ef- 
labliflied customsi in order to be happy* 
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GIVE me, great Gp^l faH I, a litrfc fariu^ 
" la fummer fhady, and in winter waTm^ 
WJH'reri cfear ifpriflg gives birth to murmVing 

By nature gliding down the molTy rocks. 
Not artfully by leaden pipes conyey'd, T 

Or grcritly falling in a forced caf cade y / 

Pure and unfully*d winding through the fhade. } 
Ali-bountcous Heaven has added to my prayer 
A fof tcr climate, and a purer air. 

Our frozen Isle now chilling winter binds, 
DjfcrniM byrains,andrough with blading winds; 
The withcr'd woods grow white with hoary frost, 
By driving storms their verdant beauty lost ; 
'J'ht* trembling birds their leaflefs covert Hiun, 
And feck, in distant climes j ^ v.^-acit^^x lvy.-^\ 
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The water-^riymphs their iilent' mtis d^ploirci \ 
•Ev'n Thames ben uftibM *S tr river flow -no ' moi^. 
The barren meads lio longei' yield rfcKght, '. 
By glist'nirig fno\<^s made painful lo the fight. 

]FIEJ^^ fuhrinidr reigns with one tvim^VBn'if, 
Succeeding harve^tjs bj^fs the hjfppy'ifofl r ' '■ "l 
Fair fertile *fidd$; ta Xvhdtift ihAi^tXifliczvtH 
Has cy'ry charm o£ ev'ry. feafon^ given. ■ ' 
No killing cblcldefofftjs'the'be^tcbui jrc^ri'^" 
The fpririging flowers no coming! winter feafi 
Cut a& the parent i?£/^ decays arid dies. 
The infai'it- buds with brictttercdlbtfr tife^" 
•Ami with fiisffi fwefcft^ the m^tfie'ij'^'fccnt'fup- \ 
•■ ■ plies.* ■■'/■/'] "■ "'''"^ ■■ ■ ■■•■■ ■'' 
Near them the Vidfei grows w?th'- o'dWrs .bWl, 
And'blooins in more than iTyriyn purple^ cff eft .; 
Tlie rich Jonquils their golderr ' beams ditplay, 
And fhine in glories, emulating day.; ' ; ' 
The' peaceful grdves theifVcrdlmtloaves'fTetaTnjO 
The llVeamsftill niiirmur, undcfird with" rarn,, f 
.And tow'ring gretfn^ fidoiti the fruitful plain: 3 
■ The warbli);ig kind uiifntcrirupttd fing, 
."Warni'd with enjoympiifts ojf perpetual fpring; 

Here, at' my window^, I at oiice furvey 
The crowded cjty and refbuiidiHgfea ;- . ^^ \\ 
In djffant yreivs the'*-^A>i.rn6mitanis fife, ' ' ;■' 
And'Iofc UiGir^iOwy (limniits iirthc ikicsV •^\* 
Above thfefertiouritafnS proud" Otympys to^ere,' 
TheparHaihentjilfearoflitayciilypoWears.''' • 
New to the sighjt," my nivift'd eyes admire 
Each gilded crefee)it artd* eilch itftic fpire ( 
The Hiarbltmofques,befec^\H'>w^o^a'?cci\x^'^^^ 
,¥icrcc U^arh'ke fnltans QcT^p' \ix ^^^c^^^^anJ^^ 
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The lofty ftmaurcs, once tho Chriftltii'sk 
Their names, thdr beauty, and thtiir honouri 
Thofe altars biiglitwith goid andfciilpture g< 
By barbVaus zeal of favage foes defaced ^ 
Btfhm alone her ancient name rctatins, 
Though unbelieving vowi her ihrine profaii 
Wliere holy faints hive died in facred celb, 
Wliere monarchs pray'J, the frantick Dt 

dweUs* 
How art thou falFn, imperii] city, low! 
Where are thy hopes of Roman glory now ? 
Where are thy palaces by prehucsrais'df 
Where C redan artilU ail their fkill difplay'd 
Before the happy fciences decayM j 
So vaft, that yoothful kings might here refid 
SoJpLendtd^tQ conteiu a patriarch's pride ; 
Convents where emperors profefs'd of old. 
Their labourM piilirs that their triumphs to] 
Vain monuments of them that once were tn 
^unk undiilhiguiih'd by one common fate j 
One little fpot, the tenure fm all contains, 
0( Grcf'l npbilrtythe poor remains. 
Where other Hdiats^ with like powerful chai 
Had once cngagM iJie warring world in arrf 
Thofe niimcs i^hich royal anccflors can boail 
In mean mechanick arts ohfeurcly loft ; 
1 hofe eyes a fecond ^<?;;7rr might infpire, 
Fix'd at the, loomdefiroy tTieirnfelefs fire; 
Griev'd at a view wlugh ftruck upon my mini 
1 he {l^.ort-liv'd vanity of humankind, 
Ingaudyobjed$I indulge my fight. 
And turn whtx^ Eastern ponj^ gives gay dellg 
See the vaft train in various habits dreft. 
By the bright fcvm\t?Li -a-xxd. ^-iyJak veit. 
The pro ud v izler d\^\T\^\i^\^^ ^ Xi" ^\ \^\^ ^^^ -^ 
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Six flaves in gay attire his bridle hold, > 
His bridle rich with gems, and stirrups gold ; 
His fnowy steed adorn'd with costly pride, 1 
Whole troops of foldiers mounted by his fide, > 
Thefe top the plumy crest Arabian courtiers j 

guide. 
With artfi^l duty, all decline their eyes. 
No bellowing (houts of noify crowds arife ; 
Silence, in folemn state, the march attends. 
Till at the dread divan die flow procei&on ends 

Yet not thefe profpefts all profufely gay,.. 
The gilded navy that adorns the fea. 
The rifing city in confuGon fair, 

■ Magnificently form'd irregular. 
Where woods and palaces at once furprize, 
Gardens on g^dens, domes on domes arife 
And endlefs beauties tire the wand'ring eyes, 

* Sofooth my wi{he8,or fo charm my mind. 
As this retreat fecure from humankind. 
No knave's fuccefsful craft does-fpleen excite. 
No coxcomb's tawdry, fplcndour ftiocksmy fighi 
No mob alarm awakes my female fear. 
No praife my mind, nor envy hurts my ear 
Ev'n fame itfelf can hardly reach me here 
Impertinence with all her tattling train. 
Fair founding Flattery's delicious bane, 
Cenforious Folly, noify Party-rage, 
The thoufand tongues with which (he muft 

engage. 
Who dares have virtue in a vicious age^ 
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